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- SERMONS. 
SERMON XI. 


FAIR SPEECHES AND FRUITLESS PROFESSIONS 
ARE NOT—CHARITY. 


- ST. JAMES Ul. 15, 16, 17, 


IF A BROTHER OR SISTER BE NAKED, AND BE DES- 
TITUTE OF DAILY FOOD; AND ONE OF YOU SAY 
UNTO THEM, DEPART IN PEACE, BE YE WARMED, 
AND BE YE FILLED; NOTWITHSTANDING YE GIVE 
THEM NOT THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE NEEDFUL 
TO THE BODY, WHAT DOTH Ir PROFIT? EVEN 
SO FAITH, IF IT HATH NOT WORKS, 18 UA, 
BEING ALONE. | 


The only way to enjoy our earthly 
treaſures, 1s to put them to that uſe for 
which God, who is the maker both of 
rich and poor, graciouſly deſigned them; 
and for which men are "wu apt to ſay, 

VOL. II. B that 


SF 1K 8 


that they wiſhed to have them in their 
poſſeſſion; namely, to furniſh our- 
ſelves and our families with the neceſſa- 
ries and conveniencies of life, and to 
beſtow all our ſuperfluities in acts of 
beneficence and charity; to clothe the 
naked, and to feed the hungry; to help 
and raiſe them whoſe ingenuous mo- 
deſty conceals their calamities and mis- 
fortunes from the world as much as 
poſſible; to be good friends and kind 
comforters to all who do and may, at 
any time, ſtand in need of our afliſtance 
and conſolation. If, whilſt our affairs 
proſpered, we never loſt ſight of this 
| moſt pious and laudable intention, our 


luxuries could never lead us into ſuch 
Is wild 


1 


- 


wild extravagance as would injure our 
eſtates and fortunes, and prevent us 
from contributing that relief and ſuc- 
cour to the afflicted and diſtreſſed, which, 
in our pathetic moods, we propoſed as 
our chief delight and pleaſure, 

Such a diſtribution of our riches 1s 
far unlike the mad profuſion of them 
in gaming, and other moſt uſeleſs, ſin- 
ful, and ruinous amuſements and diver- 
ſions. For, beſides yielding eaſe and 
comfort to thoſe who are in diſtreſs and 
miſery, it will fill and ſatisfy our minds, 
not with a momentary fading joy, which 
conſtantly ends in ſhame, ſorrow, and 


vexation of ſpirit, but with the moſt. 


ſolid, permanent, and heart-felt plea- 
3 ſures; 


[ 4 ] 
ſures; which will continue with us our 
moſt cheerful companions in all the 
various ſcenes of this life, and follow 
us to increaſe the beauty and the luſtre 
of our crown in heaven. 

A covetous greedy worldling, and a 
licentious vain prodigal, can never taſte 
that ſweet complacency which continu- 
ally ſprings up in his breaſt, who 1s 
generouſly and nobly employed as a true 
diſciple of the merciful and bleſſed Jeſus 
ought to be, in contriving, ſeeking, and 
embracing joyfully all opportunities to 
further and promote the happineſs and 
welfare of mankind. For lo! if the 
worldling does a kind and compaſſionate 
deed for an object in diftreſs, whom he 


meets 


70.44 
meets or hears of, it is, as it were, for- 
cibly extorted from him, though per- 
haps he gives or ſends only a mite to 
his unfortunate neighbour; and if the 
prodigal ſhould pity, and relieve one 
who is in neceſſity, it is rather to get 
rid of his importunities, that offend his 
delicate ears, which are accuſtomed 70 
other ſounds and voices, than out of a 
brotherly love and affection for him. 
But it is too common with this ſort af 
believers, when they are addreſſed by 
any perſons in want and miſery, to ſhew 
their mercy, as they do their faith, in 
words only; and very civilly and courte- 
ouſly to ſay. We are moſt fincerely 


concerned for your unhappy fituation, | 
but 


[6] 


but you muſt apply to others who can 


better afford to help and relieve you. 
Reflect, thou who heapeſt up and hideſt 
thy wealth, and thou who doſt wickedly 
conſume and waſte 1t upon thy devour- 
ing luſts and vanities, that we are ac- 
countable to God for the uſe which we 
have made of this talent wherewith he 
has entruſted us, 

Conſider, all ye who glory in your 
faith, and diſregard the miſeries and the 


troubles of your fellow-creatures, that, 


as your fair and ſoft ſpeeches are of no 
uſe to them, ſo your boaſted faith wall 
be of no ſervice or advantage to you. 
If a brother or fiſter be naked, and be 
 deflitute of daily food, and one of you ſay 
untg 


3 
unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed, 
and be ye filled; notwithſtanding ye give them | 
not thoſe things which are needful to the 
body, what doth it profit? And then fol- 
lows this: even ſo faith, if it hath not 
works, is dead, being alone. In diſcourſing 
upon this ſubject, I propoſe to conſider 
theſe four things. ö 
- 1}. The great difference between the 
perſuaſion of being ſaved for works 
which can be acceptable to God only thro 
faith in Chriſt, and the expectation of 
not being ſaved without works, accord- 
ing to which every man will be judged. 
2dly. The doctrine of the two apoſtles, 
St. Paul and St. James, concerning faith 


and works. 
| 3dly. The 


[1-4 

34ly. The very ſtrong recommendation 
of the practice of univerſal benevolence 
and charity, in the examples of the 
good Samaritan, and the es den- 
tile Cornelius. 

4thly, and lafily. The good 1 
of this fociety, who let their light ſo 
ſhine before men, that they may ſee 
their good works, and glorify our Fa- 
ther who 1s 1n heaven. 

Firſt; J am to conſider the great dif- 
ference between the perſuaſion of being 
ſaved for works which can be acceptable 
to God only through faith in Chriſt, 
and the expectation of not being ſaved 
without works, according to which every 
man will be judged. The boldeſt and 
moſt 


Co ] 


moſt ſtrenuous advocates for natural re- 4 
ligion, cannot but ſee, that all the world 1 
is become guilty before God; and that, 4 
except his juſtice be ſatisfied, we cannot 
be delivered from the terrible wrath 
which is to come. If ſuch men have 


——— =”. 


any modeſty and humility left, they wall 
certainly grant that none ever had, or 
can have, ſufficient merit in themſelves 
to make this great atonement, and 
therefore will eaſily admit that the om+ 
niſcient God alone ſhould appoint to us 


the terms of peace and reconciliation 4 


with him. The terms of our acceptance 
with him, he hath been pleaſed to re- 
veal to us by his beloved ſon Jeſus, in 


whom, God declared from heaven, that 
he 


[ 10 ] 


he was well pleaſed. And they are theſe, 
viz. To believe and truſt in Jeſus Chriſt, 
as the author and finiſher of our re- 
demption; and to renounce all merit in 
our own works, to procure us this moſt 
ineſtimable of all benefits and bleſſings; 
and to expreſs our love and gratitude 
to Chriſt, our Lord and Saviour, for 
having completely wrought this won- 
derful work for us, by obſerving and 
performing whatſoever he hath com- 
manded us, particularly works of mercy. 
We cannot, therefore, if we reflect at 


all upon our innumerable defects and 


infirmities, preſume to rely upon our 
own works (be they ever ſo good and 
righteous in appearance to us) for par- 

don 


n ] 


don and ſalvation. Becauſe (as our 
Lord himſelf tells us in this reſpect) 
when we have done all thoſe things 
which are commanded us, we are un- 
profitable ſervants, we have only done 
that which it was our duty to do, 
although we had never ſinned, and come 
ſhort of the glory of God. And we can- 
not expect to be ſaved without works; 
becauſe, whoſoever has faith in Jeſus, 
or profeſſeth to believe the goſpel, 1s 
moſt ſtrictly bound to order his whole 
life and converſation by its doctrines 
and precepts, which are holy, juſt, and 
good; and it ſhould be remembered, 
that one of its plaineſt doctrines is, that 
every man will be judged according to bis 


Works ; 
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works; which, if they be good, will be a- 
cepted for his ſake in whom be believed, 
For ſuppoſing that any man ſhould form 
his conduct by theſe ſafeſt and wiſeſt 
inſtructions, he will, upon mature re- 
flection, diſcern that the religious and 


virtuous life which he now lives, he /ives 
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
him, and gave himſelf for him. Do but 
. enquire of this man, why doſt thou lead 
this kind of life, ſo contrary and oppo- 
ſite to the manners of the world in ge- 
neral? And he will aſſign this excellent 
reaſon for it; becauſe I am thoroughly 
ſatisfied of the truth of the promiſes, 
and firmly believe and fear the threaten- 
ings of the goſpel; which is not 4 dead 
letter, 


I 

letter, but, to all obedient chriſtians, the 
word of reconciliation, the good news of 
eternal life and happineſs. 
I proceed to conſider, 24ly, The doc- 
trine of the two apoltles, St. Paul, 
and St. James, concerning faith and 
works. The former contends for the 
efficacy and influence of faith, againſt 
the righteouſneſs of the law of works, 
or the moſaical diſpenſation; which 
many conceited Jews pretended was per- 
fect enough for all the purpoſes of juſti- 
fication and ſalvation. The latter ſtrives 
for the neceſſity of performing works 
agreeable to the chriſtian diſpenſation, 
_ againſt that moſt abſurd notion of be- 

ing juſtified and faved- by faith only; 
. which 
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which many wicked people, who eſteem- 
ed themſelves the diſciples of our Sa- 
viour, maintained, as it moſt evidently 
appears, to cover and excuſe their diſ- 
honeſt, violent, and unrighteous dealing. 

. St. Paul begins his epiſtle to the 
Romans, with acquainting them with 
the remarkable difference between the 
power and influence of the goſpel, and 
of natural religion, and the law of 
Moſes; he declares the firſt to be ſuffi- 
cient of itſelf to reſtore us to the favour 


and mercy of God; but he deſcribes the 


two laſt as too weak and deficient in 
many reſpects; and brings ſome very ſad 
inſtances to ſhew that the corruption 
and depravity of mankind were not to 

be 


1 


be overcome by the arguments and mo- 
tives afforded by the Light of Nature, 
or of the Jewiſh Religion. Concerning 
the Gentiles, who were guided by the 
Light of Nature only, he ſpeaks thus; 
when they, not the ſtupid and unlearn- 
ed, but even they who profeſſed them- 
ſelves wiſe, knew God, they glorified 


him not as God, neither were thankful, 


but became vain in their imaginations, 
and their fooliſh heart was darkened. 
. Seeing this was their caſe, the ſhocking 


relation of their wickedneſs that follows, 


is rather to be expected than to be won- 


dered at. As to the Jews, who valued 


themſelves moſt highly upon their de- 
ſcent from Abraham, and being Moſes's 
_ diſciples, 
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diſciples, St. Paul reaſonably aſks, Doſt 
thou, who art called a Jew, and makeſt 
thy boaſt of the law, through breaking 
the law, affront and diſhonour God ? For 
the name of God 1s blaſphemed among 
the Gentiles through you, as it is writ- 
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ten. Your advantages muſt be allowed 
to be very great; which render your 
condition, not the better, but the worſe, 
for abuſing them in the manner you do. 
The heavenly oracles were committed 
to you; but who that compares your 
conduct with the rule given you for it, 
will not think that you and the Gen- 
tiles, whom ye ſcorn, are upon the ſame 
footing? If they cannot be juſtified 
who had the leaſt, how ſhall ye be juſti- 
| fied 


6 37.3 
fied who had the greateſt light? How- 
ever, let each man try and examine his 
| own heart; the Jew by the law of Moſes, 
and the Gentile by the light of nature; 
and what will be the reſult? Conſci- 
ence will not acquit either of you. But 
if ye are condemned at this, who will 
juſtify you at God's tribunal? Ye muſt 
have either an inherent or an imputed 
righteouſneſs, if ye hope to be juſtified 
there. Your own minds aſſure you 
that ye have not the former; and by 
what method will ye acquire the latter? 
Caſt away your groundleſs hope and 
confidence in the law, which convinces 
you of ſin, and threatens you with in- 


tolerable puniſhment ;_ be no longer 
VOL, II. c blinded 


is: 

blinded by your pride and obſtinacy; 
but own and receive Chriſt Jeſus; for 
God is the juſtifier of him who believeth 
in Jeſus. Take your father Abraham for 
an example, and walk in the ſteps of 
his faith; remember that the moſaical 
diſpenſation was nothing to him, for it 
did not then exiſt; neither did he build 
upon his own conſpicuous virtues, 
which he rightly conſidered not as 
merits, but as duties; which, if God 
thought fit to reward, he did it freely, 
not of debt, but of grace. The law of 
works 1s now of no more concern to 
you than it was then to Abraham, for 
if ye are juſtified at all, ye muſt be ſo 
by faith, without the deeds of the law. 

| I do 


1 


| I do not mean the law of Chriſt, but or 


Moſes. For if we ought formerly to 
pay obedience to him who was only the 
' ſervant, much more ſhould we now do it 


to him who 1s the only begotten Son of 


God, and our Lord and Maſter. There- 
fore reſolve henceforth to reſt, not in 
the law of works, but in the law of 
faith; and think it not a light and 
trifling matter, that God will impute 
righteouſneſs to you upon this condi- 
tion: if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy 
mouth the Lord Jeſus, and halt be- 
lieve in thine heart that God hath raiſed 
him from the dead, thou ſhalt be faved. 
For with the heart man believeth unto 


righteouſneſs, and with the mouth con- 
c 2 feſſion 
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feſſion is made unto ſalvation. But that 
we ſhould clearly apprehend that this 
faith, which he magnifies, was alto- 
gether worthy of the high character 
which he gives it, he takes ſpecial care 
to inform us, that the fruits which 
would naturally flow from it are ſuch 
as theſe; mercy, love, induſtry, piety, 
charity, kindneſs to our enemies, joy in 
the proſperity, and pity and concern in 
the troubles and adverſities of others; 
unanimity, humility, contentedneſs, mo- 
deſty, peace, fidelity, and obedience to 
good princes and magiſtrates: So that 
any one may perceive, if he lays aſide 
fond notions and prejudices, that St. 


Paul's argument againſt the law of 


works, 


. 211 


works, is ſo far from being a prejudice 
to, that it only ſtrengthens and confirms 
the neceſſity of performing good works 
' under the law of faith; which, although 
a law of grace, nevertheleſs does, as he 
| himſelf often tells us, not only teach, 
but peremptorily enjoin men to culti- 
vate, and improve, and abound in all 


graces and virtues. 


2dly. Thoſe who conceive that St. 


James, who contends for the neceſſity 
of performing works agreeable. to the 
chriſtian faith, treats of being juſtified 


by ſuch works in the fight of men only, 


do not, I fear, rightly comprehend his 
meaning, when he aſks what doth it 


profit, though a man ſay, He hath 
faith, 


(22 J 

faith, and have not works; Can faith 
ſave him? Doubtleſs he has a more 
important meaning than this; Can 
faith alone preſerve his fame and re- 
putation in the world? He ſeems to 
allude to that paſſage of Chriſt's ſermon 
in the mount, where he ſays, Ye ſhall 
| know them by their fruits; ye ſhall diſ- 
cern by men's actions, who are falſe, 
and who are true and fincere: do men 
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
thiſtles? Even ſo every good tree bring- 
eth forth good fruit, but a corrupt tree 
bringeth forth evil fruit; a good tree 
cannot bring forth evil fruit; neither 
can a corrupt tree bring forth good 


fruit. Every tree that bringeth not 
forth 


(43: 


forth good fruit, 1s hewn down and caſt 
into the fire. There is indeed a proba- 
bility of his alluding to the fig-tree, 
which our Lord ſaw in the way; and 
when he came to it, and found nothing 
thereon but leaves only, he ſaid unto 
it, Let no fruit grow on thee hencefor- 
ward for ever. And preſently the fig- 


tree withered away. 


But the perſons with whom St. James 


diſputes, produced more than leaves, 
even fruits of the moſt pernicious qua- 
lity. Scorn, contempt, and oppreſſion 
of the poor ; blaſphemy, gratification 
of their appetites and paſſions, in ſpite 
of the royal law, according to the ſcrip- 
tures—Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour 


as 


( 24 ] 
as thyſelf ;—and ſuch polite inhuma- 
nity as could ſee a brother or a ſiſter 
periſhing for want of food and raiment, 
and beſtow no other comfort and relief 
upon them than—vain good words 
Depart in peace, be ye warmed, and be 
ye filled. And moreover, this ſtrange 
maxim or conceit which they moſt 
ſtifly and impiouſly ſupported, that, 
provided they had the faith of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Lord of Glory, it was 
no matter what their works were; be- 
cauſe their faith alone would ſave them. 
But how would their faith ſave them? 
Would it clear up and juſtify their 
wicked and unmerciful proceedings to 


the world? No. The world has more 


grace, 


[25 J 


grace, and ſenſe, and reaſon, than to 


mind empty profeſſions. This is the 


plain and proper language of the world: 


if you would perſuade us that your faith 


is good, fixed, and rooted in your heart, 
let your actions and your profeſſions 
agree together; otherwiſe your faith will 
be of no value or account with us. Had 


this apoſtle really intended nothing more 


than this, that a dead ſpiritleſs faith 


would not juſtify us before men, me- 


thinks he had but little need to make 
this very ſerious remark, almoſt directly 
after his queſtion: Thou believeſt that 
there is one God thou doeſt well. Can 
thy barren faith ſave thee with him, 
who is infinitely wiſer and juſter, as well 

as 
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[ 26 ] 
as kinder than men? Conſider, — The 
devils alſo believe and tremble. Thy 
faith and their's has too near a reſem- 
blance; and except thou doſt ſpeedily 
repent, and adorn thy faith by ſuitable 
works of goodneſs and mercy, thou wilt, 
ere long, be in their miſerable condition. 
Thy ſoul, when thou goeſt hence, in- 
ſtead of being conveyed into paradiſe, 
to enjoy the bliſs and tranquillity of 
Enoch, Abraham, Moſes, Elias, Laza- 
rus, and the penitent thief, ſnall awake 
in the flames and torments of that diſ- 
mal region, where naked unregenerated 
ſpirits feel moſt ſenſibly the ſtings of 


conſcience, and do remain with the 
hard- hearted uncharitable rich man, ex- 


pecting 


( 27] 


petting the completion of their doom 
in the day of judgment. But perhaps 
ſome men will ſay, Does not the ſoul 
ſleep? Go, conſult with the man of 


ſorrows, and acquainted with grief, 


ariſing from a troubled and a wounded 


ſpirit, for not having done good in his 
generation; attend to his opinion con- 
cerning this matter; and mark well, 
how anxiouſly willing he 1s rather to be 
at home in the body, than preſent with 
the Lord. Therefore I repeat, and in- 
ſiſt upon this ſcriptural doctrine, that 
when the ſouls of hardened impenitent 
ſinners (eſpecially of the covetous, whom 
God abhorreth) are, as they ſoon muſt, 
and will be, upon the wing for eternity, 

they 
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they would give the whole world, if 
they had it, and it were not too late, in 
charity to the poor, to deliver themſelves 
from painful reflections, and reſtore 
peace and quiet to their affrighted and 
diſturbed minds. Here ends the power 
of death—it kills thy body, but it can- 
not kill thy ſoul. Conſider then, O vain 
man, before the night cometh, when 
thou canſt not work to any uſeful and 
happy purpoſe for the redemption of 
thy immortal ſoul, that faith, without 
good works, cannot juſtify and fave 
thee before God. Was not Abraham 
our father juſtified by works, when he 
had offered Iſaac his ſon upon the altar? 
—his only and moſt dearly beloved ſon, 

| who 


% EE 


who was to be the ſource of infinite 
bleſſings to all nations. Seeſt thou how 
faith wrought with his works? and by 
works was faith made perfect. And the 
ſcripture was fulfilled, which faith, 
Abraham believed God, and it was im- 
puted unto him for righteouſneſs: and 
he was called the friend of God. ve 
ſee then how that by works a man is 
juſtified, and not by faith only. It may 
indeed be aſked, by what works was 
Abraham juſtified? Even by ſuch as 
were the effects of that faith which he 
had in the promiſes, which he had ſeen 
afar off, and was perſuaded of them, and 


embraced them. The law was four 


hundred and thirty years after the cove- 


nant 


1 


nant that was confirmed before of God 


in Chriſt. As therefore the law cannot a 


diſannul the covenant, it can hardly be 
ſuppoſed that the covenant itſelf makes 
void the condition, which is holineſs of 
life, upon which the inheritance of the 
promiſes 1s ſuſpended. It can there- 
fore be demonſtrated that both the 
apoſtles do perfectly agree together in 
maintaining obedience to the faith among 
them who are the called of Jeſus Chriſt. 
34ly. I ſhall, in the next place, re- 
preſent to you, how very ſtrongly the 


practice of univerſal benevolence and 


charity is recommended to us in the ex- 
amples of the good Samaritan, and the 


religious gentile Cornelius: which, un- 


queſtionably, 


EEE 


queſtionably, are written for imitation, 
The Lord Jeſus himſelf, by whom the 
apoſtles were ſent to convert mankind 
to the faith, nath admoniſhed us, that 
whoſoever ſhall break one of the leaſt 
of his commandments, ſhall not be ad- 
mitted into the kingdom of heaven. 
Surely then it will be much harder for 
him, who ſhall break, and teach men to 
break, one of the greateſt of them, to 
get thither. But this he reckons one 
of the greateſt of them, Thou ſhalt love 
thy neighbour as thyſelf. And that we 


might never be at a lofs to know who 


1s our neighbour, he hath fully in- 
ſtructed us whom we muſt reckon ſuch, 


in the parable of the good and compal- 
ſionate 
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ſionate Samaritan. None were, or could 


be, greater enemies to one another than 
the Jews and Samaritans; and no en- 
mity and hatred could have a worſe and 
more laſting cauſe than their”s had, even 
political and religious diſputes and preju- 
dices. But this good Samaritan had 
little or no regard to them, as we may 
judge from his amiable and liberal con- 
duct to the poor dying Jew, who muſt, 
in all probability, have expired ſhortly, 
if he had not ſtopped with and taken 
care of him. Therefore, although the 
Prieſt and Levite may be alloued to have 
believed in one God, they had not (for 
they deſerved not) either of them the 


fair title of neighbour to their diſtreſſed 
brother, 
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. 1 
brother, Shom they had the curioſity 
to view, and the cruelty to leave in his 
moſt helpleſs and wretched condition. 
The lawyer, therefore, who alſo be- 
lieved in the one true God, moſt juſtly 
determined, that the Samaritan only was 
neighbour to him who fell amongſt the 
barbarous thieves, becauſe he had ob- 
ſerved a principal duty of religion, in 
having ſhewed mercy to him. Upon 


this our Saviour replied, Go, and do 


thou likewiſe, Go thou, who doſt ac- 


knowledge that thou art to love God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy 
| foul, and with all thy ſtrength, and 
with all thy mind; and thy neighbour. 


as thyſelf: Go, and imitate this gene- 
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rous Samaritan. Demonſtrate thy faith 


in, and love of God and thy neighbour, 


by thy good and merciful deeds; ex- 
tend thy bounty and loving-kindneſs to 
ſtrangers and enemies, as well as to thy 
brethren and friends, (and they are to 
be relieved who deſerve and want thy 
help moſt) and, by this method, thou 
ſhalt come to inherit eternal life. Can 


ye believe that our bleſſed Lord, whoſe 


whole pleaſure and delight conſiſted in 
performing works of goodneſs and cha- 
rity to the ſouls and bodies of men; and 
who ſo highly approved and recom- 


mended this Samaritan's diſintereſted 


benevolence and compaſſion, will juſtify 
and fave thoſe nominal outfide chriſtians, 
who 


"20-38 1 
who deſpiſe and hate, and will not aſſiſt and 
relieve many of their unfortunate brethren, 
becauſe they happen to fland with oppoſite 
parties in politics, and with different ſets 
in opinions about religion? I ſay, in opi- 


nions about religion; becauſe I cannot 


underſtand how we, who profeſs one 
faith, and one baptiſm, can, with any 
propriety, be ſaid to be of various re- 
higions. 

Amongſt the heathens there was an 
infinity of opinions, and a multiplicity 
of gods, but nevertheleſs all their abſurd 
notions and forms of worſhip are only 

denominated the Pagan religion. 
The other more famous inſtance, than 
that of the humane Samaritan, of the 
| D 2 | pleaſure 
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pleaſure which God takes in him who 
delights to be exerciſing himſelf in the 
good works of piety and devotion to- 
wards his bountiful Creator, and bene- 
ficent liberality to the poor and needy, 
is Cornelius the gentile, who was a de- 
vout man, and one that feared God with 


all his houſe, who gave much alms to 


the people, and prayed to God alway: 
and therefore an an gel appeared to him 
to aſſure him that his prayers and his 
alms were come up for a memorial be- 
fore God; and alſo to acquaint him, to 
whom he ſhould apply for inſtructions 
how he ſhould behave for the future, 
that he might obtain the remiſſion of 
ſins, (from which the very beſt men are 

not 


c 37 J 
not free) and the ſalvation of his ſoul, 


through faith in the Lord Jeſus. St. 
Peter alſo, to whom he ftraightway ap- 
plied, had a viſion and command from 


heaven, to go with the meſſengers of 
Cornelius, and to preach theſe glad 
tidings of comfort and joy to him: 
which Cornelius and his company no 


ſooner heard, than, by the grace of God, . 
they were happily converted and bap- 


tized—firſt, with the Holy Ghoſt, and 
then with water, in the name of the 
three moſt Holy Perſons, who are of 
the ſame ſpiritual nature, or Jenovan 
alone. | 

Let us, therefore, moſt ſeriouſly con- 


| ſider, if the piety and goodneſs, and 
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other virtues of this gentile, were ſo ac- 
ceptable to God, that he vouchſafed him 
the honour of a meſſage from heaven by 
an angel, to declare his approbation of 
them; and ordered the apoſtle in like 
manner to go and preach the goſpel to 
him; and poured out the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt upon him, for a reward of his 
good and profitable works, (I mean 
works profitable to the poor) how ex- 
tremely pleaſed and delighted he will be 
with our prayers and alms, and all 
thoſe good and charitable actions, which 
manifeſt the purity and ſincerity of our 
faith in his beloved Son Jeſus, and adorn 
his ſweet and heavenly doctrine! In 
ſhort, faith and hope lead a man only 
to 


1. 39 J] 


to the gates. — but charity, the faireſt and 
the greateſt of all virtues, crowns him 
with the everlaſting joys of heaven. 

Of what. conſequence then the prac- 
tice of charity is to all chriſtians, let all 
who maintain faith without any works, 
and if ever they do any good, do it to 
none but ſuch às are of their own per- 
ſuaſion, collect from their favourite 
apoſtle's opinion and praiſe of charity. 
And, if they will not regard this, I 
would have them be mindful of 18 
weightydetermination, who is far greater 
than all the apoſtles, and all the preach- 
ers and teachers, that are, have been, 
and ever ſhall be; they have it in his 


moſt awful deſcription of the method 
of 
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of his proceeding in the day of judg- 
ment. Happy, yea, thrice happy then 
will they be who have ſhewn their faith 
by their works; who have believed in 
Chriſt, and loved him, not in word, nei- 
ther in tongue only, but in deed and in 
truth. But it makes me tremble to think, 


how it will fare with them «who have 


boaſted of their faith, without works! 
I come now, 4thly and laſtly, to con- 


ſider the good example of this ſociety, 


who let their light ſo ſhine before men, 
that they may ſee their good works, and 


glorify our Father who is in heaven. 


There cannot be a clearer evidence 
that God hath not yet withdrawn his 
grace and holy ſpirit from us, than the 
| growth 


(41 ] 
growth and increaſe of public charities 
every where amongſt us. Of which, 1 
believe, thoſe which are eſtabliſhed in 
this county are not leſs beneficial and or- 
namental than the reſt; nor leſs ſervice- 
able to, and worthy of the diſciples of 
Jeſus Chriſt, Amongſt the generous 
authors and liberal promoters of them, 
who, like the propitious ſtars, ſhed their 
benign influence on the human race, 
this charitable ſociety ſhines with no leſs 
real glory and ſplendor, with the beau- 
tiful and divine light of faith, which is 
piety and beneficence. For, God be 
praiſed, ye who are aſſembled here upon 
this ſolemn occaſion, in the temple 
which bears his name, who teaches you, 
that 


[ 42 J 
that pure religion, and undefiled before 
God and the Father, is this, to viſit the 
fatherleſs and widows in their affliction, 
and to keep ourſelves unſpotted from 
the world; z. e. in the ways of virtue, 
which are full of pleaſantneſs and peace, 
and will enable us both to be and to do 
good. Behold! ye who are now come 
to beg the divine bleſſing upon your 
good works and deſigns, begun and con- 
tinued with the view of glorifying God, 
and relieving, comforting, and providing 
for, your poor diſtreſſed brethren, who 
cannot, without your timely aid and re- 
lief, help and ſupport themſelves; ye 
convince the world that ye are his diſ- 


ciples, who hath ſaid, If ye love me, 
keep 


13 J 
keep my commandments; and this is 
my commandment, that ye love one 
another as I have loved you: and, inas- 
much as ye have been kind and charit- 
able unto one of the leaſt of theſe my 
brethren, ye have been ſo unto me. 

Depend, therefore, upon receiving the 
bleſſing which ye aſk even ſucceſs in 
this great and noble undertaking; which, 
not all the calamities and misfortunes, 
nor the continual increaſing weight, and 
unwelcome, but unavoidable, impoſi- 
tion of taxes, occaſioned by a moſt un- 
happy and expenſive war, can diſcourage 
you from perſiſting in your moſt hearty 
endeavours to promote, but ſtill, in the 
very midſt of theſe apparently inſur- 

mountable 
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mountable difficulties, your patriotiſm 
and your charity go hand in hand to- 
gether, and ye contentedly debar your- 
ſelves from many innocent delights and 
pleaſures, that ye may have it more and 
more in your power to contribute your 
part towards the benefit and ſervice of 
your country in general, and to the 
comfort and ſupport of your neceſſitous 
brethren, for whoſe ſake this moſt ex- 
cellent and uſeful charity was inſtituted. 
I call this a moſt excellent and uſeful 
charity, becauſe the good end ye aim at 
by it, is well known to be, —Firſt, the 
relief and ſuccour of poor women tra- 


velling with child, whoſe circumſtances 


will not afford them the comforts which 
their 


E as 1 


their moſt diſtreſsful condition muſt ab- 
ſolutely require; and without which, 
both they and their moſt helpleſs tender 
offspring mult inevitably periſh. And, 
ſecondly, the maintenance and proviſion 
for poor orphan boys, whom, by placing 
them out to honeſt reputable trades and 
occupations, ye deliver from the ſnares 
and temptations of an idle life, and, moſt 
probably, from a diſgraceful wretched 
end now, and a more muſerable one 
hereafter. 

If this be not an exceedingly good 
deſign, I know not what is; and if theſe 
be not very fit and proper objects of 
our pity and compaſſion, I know not 
who are. Whoſoever then hath this 

world's 
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world's good, and ſeeth a brother or 
ſiſter in ſuch need, and miſery, and pain, 
and ſhutteth up his bowels of compaſſion 
from them, it is a true ſign that his faith 
worketh not by love. But I perſuade my- 
ſelf, that not only the worthy members 
of this ſociety, who have made ready 
their alms beforehand, as a matter of 
bounty, and not of covetouſneſs; but 
that all preſent, who, I hope, have not 
diſdained to hear me patiently, who 
come to you, as St. Paul ſays, not with 
excellency of ſpeech, or of wiſdom, are 
of another, of a far better temper and 
diſpoſition. That their faith makes 
them zealous of good works—that they 


do not ſuffer their riches to be cor- 
| rupted, 


[ 2 1 


rupted, and their garments to be moth 
eaten, but are ready to diſtribute, and 
willing to communicate; laying up in 
ſtore a good foundation for themſelves 
againſt the time to come, that they may 


attain eternal life. 
To conclude. Let us all, therefore, 


join together, moſt heartily and cheer- 
fully, to encourage and promote this 


labour of love. Let us draw out our 
ſouls to our brother and to our ſiſter, 
who are naked and deſtitute of daily 
food: let us warm, and fill, and comfort 
them. And may your generous ſouls, 
unbiaſled through any attachments to 
party, or private views, which deſtroy 
the ſpirit of charity, and quench the 
pure 
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pure flame of public love, be perpetu- 
ally refreſhed with theſe moſt comfort- 
able and delightful thoughts;—when the 
ear heard me, then it bleſſed me; and 
when the eye ſaw me, it gave witneſs to 
me; becauſe 1 delivered the poor that 
cried, and the fatherleſs, and him who 
had none to help him; the bleſſing of 
the poor mother, who was ready to 
periſh, came upon me, for I cauſed her 
to remember no more the ſorrowful 
anguiſh, for joy that a man was born 
into the world. 

Theſe thoughts can only be the por- 
tion and the property of the good and 
merciful, who have diſperſed abroad 
(like the ſkilful ſowers, ſcattering ſeed 

for 


[ 49 J 
for the future harveſt) and given to the 
poor; and they are an happy preſage, 


that their memories will continue to be 
bleſſed, and that their righteouſneſs ſhall 
remain for ever. 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt, three perſons 
of the ſame divine nature and ſpiritual per- 

feFtions, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all 
honour, glory, praiſe, might, and domi- 


nion, now, henceforth, and for ever- 


more. Amen. 
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, SERMON XII. 


ON THE FAST. 


THE BLESSINGS OF PROVIDENCE DESIGNED FOR 
OUR AMENDMENT AND CONVERSION. 


MATTH. Xl. 20. 


THEN BEGAN HE TO UPBRAID THE CITIES WHERE- 
IN MOST OF HIS MIGHTY WORKS WERE DONE, 
BECAUSE THEY REPENTED NOT, 


Dovsruess preachers, in general, will 
now undergo a very difficult trial. For, 
although they are known - to have taken 
a moſt ſolemn oath of loyalty to their 
ſupreme governour, and the excellent 
conſtitution over which it is his lot to 
x2 preſide, 
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preſide, ſtill they muſt be extremely cau- 
tious how they extol and praiſe them. 
If they applaud the conduct of the 
higher powers, and venture to commend 
the exiſting laws, will they not be held 
up to the world as the greateſt enemies 
to the natural rights of men? Andif 
they diffuſively and warmly defend the 
true principles of civil and religious 


liberty, will they not be traduced and 


vilified as rank and turbulent republi- 
cans? How then are they to ſteer ſafely, 
that they may avoid diſagreeable and 
unfair reflections? This point, in fuch 
ſudden changes of meaſures and opini- 
ons, ſuch extraordinary revolutions of 
ſtates and kingdoms, as the preſent un- 


happy 


WE 


happy times have produced, it is no eaſy 
matter for us to decide. Therefore, in 
conſequence, it muſt be a moſt irkſome 
taſk to be called forth to recommend 
obedience to the powers that now are, to 
rulers, who are not a terror to good works, 
but to the evil; that is, to men who are 
lovers of their ownſelves, covetous, boaſters, 
proud, blaſpbemers, diſobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy, without natural affec- 
tion, truce-breakers, falſe accuſers, incon- 
tinent, herce, deſpiſers of thoſe who are good, 
traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of plea- 
ſures more than lovers of God, having a form 
religion, but denying the power thereof. 
To people of ſuch a character and 


deſcription, the moſt virtuous princes, 
j the 
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the moſt ingenuous ſtateſmen, that ever 
were in authority, cannot but be objects 
of diſlike and hatred, becauſe they have 
no inclination to lead a quiet and peace- 
able life in all godlineſs and honeſtly. If 
they had, we ſhould perceive a very de- 
firable alteration in their diſcourſes and 
their actions; but can any of us be per- 
ſuaded in earneſt, that the higher powers 
aim to tyrannize over and to oppreſs us? 
If this were really the caſe, the at- 
tempt would not only not paſs unno- 
ticed, but we ſhould all be immediately 
of one accord and one ſentiment, to 
behave as our worthy anceſtors did at 
the glorious and memorable revolution. 
Wherefore it ſhould ſeem, that this has 
been 


L 3 3 
been too boldly and prematurely aſſerted, 


and muſt remain to be more evidently | 


and ſatisfactorily proved. | 

The grounds for alarm appear to ariſe 
more properly from others, who, as if 
they were fond of being deceived, ſuffer 
themſelves to be tempted and miſguided 
by the baſe ſuggeſtions and partial re- 
preſentations of a ſet of diſcontented 
men, who long to demoliſh our envied 
conſtitution, the principal bulwark of 
civil and religious freedom. 

A prophet admoniſhes us, that ben 


God's judgments are in the world, the in- 


habitants of the earth will learn righteous- 
neſs. And if God's judgments are not 


now viſible in the world, and if the in- 
habitants 
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habitants of the earth are not now 
loudly called upon to learn righteous- 
neſs, who knows when they will be, be- 
fore the Son of Man cometh? And to 
compare his own account of things with 
the late remarkable events, one would 
almoſt believe the day of general judg- 
ment was approaching. For, beſides 
other things we could now ſeaſonably 
mention, are there not wars, and rumours 
of wars? Does not nation riſe againſt 
nation, and kingdom againſt kingdom? Does 
not iniquity abound, and the love of many 
wax cold? The French people are, we 
muſt allow, ſanguinary and wicked to 


an exceſs: they ſeem over ardent, as it 
were, to outdo the moſt uncultivated 
and 


1 


and untamed ſavages; but let us remem- 
ber what we may become, if we are not 
more than luke warm in the defence of 
whatever is dear to us, as brethren, 
countrymen, and chriſtians! Let us 
not, therefore, depend folely upon the 
fervent prayers and piety of others, but 
each man, for himſelf, ſceł the kingdom 
of God and his righteouſneſs; duly conſi- 
dering the words of Ezekiel, Though 
Neah, Daniel, and Job, were in the land, 
as I live, ſaith the Lord God, they ſhall 
deliver neither ſon nor daughter, they ſhall 
deliver but their own ſouls by their rigbte- 
ouſneſs. Bey | 
| As the ſuffering Galileans were not fin- 
ners above all. the Galileans; neither thoſe 
| eighteen 


LI 1 

eighteen upon whom the tower in Siloam 
fell and flew them, were finners above all 
nen that delt in Jeruſalem; ſo it is to 
be hoped, that neither were the perſe- 
cuted French Royaliſts the worſt of all 
men in that diſtracted nation. If we 
do not repent, therefore, may not the 
ſame rod and ſcourge be permitted like- 
wiſe to fall upon ourſelves ? May we 
not be compaſſed with armies, and have 
fighting within, as well as the horrible 
noiſe of war without? 

Of the duty, manner, and beneficial 
effects of faſtin g, we have numerous 


examples in ſcripture, 
Whoſoever therefore among us yet 


fear Ged, and have cou rage to honour the 
king ; 


1 


king; or, in other words, whoſoever are 
now inclined to ſhew themſelves good 
chriſtians and ſound patriots, (we per- 
ſuade ourſelves) will endeavour, by ab- 
ſtinence, humiliation, and ſupplication, 
to keep off the diſtreſsful day of anarchy 
and confuſion from the Britiſh empire. 
They will, for their brethren and com- 
panions' ſakes, ſtrive with God for his 
bleſſing upon church and ſtate, 

All nations, whom God ſeems to have 
diſtinguiſhed by peculiar tokens of his | 
regard and protection, are infinitely 
bound to praiſe and thank him for his 
abundant goodneſs and mercy. But the 
only method which they have of making 


him a proper return and acknowledg- 
ment, 
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ment, is that of walking conſtantly in 


the way of his commandments. 

Thoſe bleſſings and favours that men 
are wont to eſteem but common and 
ordinary, I mean ſuch as fruitful ſea- 
ſons, the enjoyment of health, and the 
neceſſaries of life in peace and ſafety, 


ſhould be thought to deſerve more con- 
ſideration than we obſerve to be, in ge- 
- neral, beſtowed upon them. For the 
kind and bountiful Author of them 
(probably becauſe we conceive him to 
be at an inacceſſible diſtance, and there- 
fore not capable of ſeeing and hear- 
ing his creatures and ſubjects from his 
- throne beyond the heaven of heavens) 
is neglected, forgotten, or rather in- 

| ſulted, 


1 


ſulted, as if he were a being deſtitute of 


knowledge and power. 


This ſtrange behaviour may, in time, 
provoke God to withdraw the light of 


his countenance, to ſtop the happy in- 
fluences of nature, and to deprive the 


unholy and unthankful of the comforts 


and pleaſures which they fo wantonly 
abuſe. 
There will be a ſeaſon which will 
cauſe the moſt obdurate hearts to think, 
arid the leſs corrupt to beware. For 
when the meaſure of people's iniquities 
is filled up, then national calamities ſuc- 
ceed, in which the innocent have their 
| Portion, as well as the guilty. For, 
ne the innocent may not be de- 
| | ſtroyed, 
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ſtroyed, ſtill they cannot eaſily avoid 
ſuffering in ſome degree with the guilty, 
becauſe their fortunes, intereſts, con- 
nections, and poſſeſſions, may happen 
to be blended together. And, for theſe 
accidents, of whom muſt they complain? 
Not of Providence, but of their own 
lukewarmneſs and indifference in the 
cauſe of heaven, and of the folly, raſh- 
neſs, and impiety of their brethren, 
countrymen, and neighbours. 

The rewards of virtue belong pro- 
perly to the next world; tranquillity of 
mind, ariſing from upright motives and 
deſigns, is the chief, perhaps the ſole, 
recompence we can promiſe ourſelves 


under the ſun, in this checquered ſcene, 
which 
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which is rather the ſeat of ſorrow and 


diſappointment, than of happineſs and 
encouragement. | 
Men therefore ſhould accept and ſub- 
mit with patience to temporal inconve- 
niencies and troubles, ſolacing them- 
ſelves with the hopeful proſpect of that 
inheritance above theſe heavens, which 


they can never loſe. 

Since we are met together this day, 
in dutiful reſpe&t to the command of 
our ſovereign, to beſeech and intreat 
God to pardon our tranſgreſſions, and 
to declare our reſolutions of changing 
and reforming our lives and manners, 
by the help of his grace, without which 


our frail nature will yield to the ſnares 
and 
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and temptations of our ſpiritual adver- 
ſary, it is to be hoped, that we have 
moſt ſeriouſly conſidered the importance 
of the work which we have undertaken, 
. and that we ſhall not preſumptuouſly | 
play the hypocrites before the Searcher 
of our hearts. | 

We are aſſembled to tell him, who 
is perfectly acquainted with our moſt 
| ſecret thoughts, that we turn to him in 
faſting, weeping, and praying but do 
none of our conſciences reprove us, and 
ſay— What mean ye, O diſſemblers? 
Ve have often made this profeſſion; re- 
member how falſe ye were. If God had 
not been more compaſſionately diſpoſed 
towards you, than ye were piouſly in- 
clined 


: &- 1 


clined to ſerve and worſhip him, ye 
would not have had this opportunity of 
addreſſing the throne of grace; and now 
ye have this, if ye have indeed a con- 
cern for your ſins, and wiſh the good 
and welfare of your country, employ it 
better than ye did the preceding faſts, 
otherwiſe God will haſten his ſevere ven- 
geance. For the {malleſt benefits which 
ye receive from his indulgence, ye can 
never return him ſufficient thanks and 
praiſes; therefore, ſurely, the wonders 
which he has done ought not to be 
contemned and diſregarded. Were not 
the people of Chorazin and Bethſaida 
unworthy- of the mighty works which 
had been done. for them? Becauſe the 

VOL. II. F end 


—_ — x -- _ 
HA eo our et 4b 4 


| 
| 
4 
1 
. 


A. 
* 7 , 
WE * 2 
En . | 9G sf re 
7 : 
'4 = o FAM * _ * 2 9 


— 
— ——ä ſ —— — — _ 
= 3 p KIT” En 
4 d — 


c —_— 
1 [ PRs 
fe 
» 


[ 66 J 


end for which they had been wrought 
was not accompliſhed, viz. their re- 
pentance and converſion, Is it not an 
indelible reproach to them, that their 


obſtinacy and wickedneſs rendered all 


endeavours for their reformation and 
preſervation vain and fruitleſs? Who, 
therefore, can be ſurpriſed, that thence- 
forth they had nothing before their eyes 
but the melancholy proſpect of their 
ruin and deſtruction in this life, and 
eternal miſery in that which 1s to come? 

Dangerous ſtorms and commotions, 
occaſioned by our perpetual animoſities, 
the conſequences of our unruly paſſions, 
have commonly interrupted our con- 


ſpicuous ſtate, and ſhaken our high re- 
nown; 


+ 


nown; and jealous perfidious France, 
ever watchful and prepared to ſeize the 
precious moment, has ſtudiouſly con- 
trived to cheriſh our impolitic and un- 
reaſonable diſputes. 

Bat ve bade been blind to our own 


intereſts and rare advantages, which 


God's providence ſeems to have guarded 


and promoted; O! let us not, after ſuch 
dear- bought experience, ſtain our re- 
viving laurels, and obſcure our riſing 
glories, by unnatural contentions and 
diviſions among ourſelves, eſpecially at 


this critical moment, while our ſhip is 


in the tempeſt, and, through our egre- 


gious errors and miſtakes, may be ſwal- 
lowed up, and covered by, the waves. 


F 2 O 
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O! let us drop the extravagant notions 


which we are but too apt to entertain 
of our policy, power, and independency ; 
for even our moſt numerous and beſt- 
diſciplined forces, our potent armies, 
and ſucceſsful fleets, are not to be prin- 
cipally confided in. There is One above, 
who is able to defeat and to diſappoint 
them all. And we owe it to his good- 
neſs and long- ſuffering alone, that our 
affairs are not in a worſe ſituation, that 
we are not in open inſurrection and re- 
bellion, imbruing our hands, lite Gallic 

bomicides, in the blood of our princes, 
nobles, and gentry; tearing and devour- 
ing one another, togglut our ſouls with 


the moſt deteſtable revenge. 


I ſay, 
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I ſay, open inſurrection and rebellion; 
for, if we may form a judgment from 
men's writings and converſation, the 
ſea is ſtill and calm, in compariſon, not 
for want of enmity, but for want of 
power to excite its utmoſt rage and fury. 

Every one, therefore, who is ſincerely 
troubled for his own ſins, and for the 
fins of the nation in general, ought, 
whilſt he is imploring pardon and pro- 
tection for that, and for himſelf, to 
make this confeſſion ;—O, my God! I am 
aſhamed, and bluſh to lift up my eyes to 
thee, my God; for our iniquities are in- 
creaſed over our head, and our treſpaſs is 
grown up to heaven! Therefore alſo now, 


faith the Lord, Turn ye even to me with 
all 
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all your heart, and with faſting, and with 


weeping, and with mourning, and rend 
your hearts, and not your garments, and 
turn unto the Lord your God, for be is gra- 
cious, flow to anger, and of great #indneſs, 
always more willing to ſpare than to deſtroy. 

Our fears and apprehenſions of France 
are not fooliſh and idle, as ſome artful 
authors and their diſciples pretend; and 
they can never be fooliſh and idle, ſo 


long as we have parties among us who 


dare to propagate and defend the doc- 
trines and principles which have in- 
volved that bleeding country in ſuch ca- 
lamities. How far theſe factious per- 
ſons deſerve to be cenſured, it is not in 


my power to determine. 


If 


WE 

If the prayers and interceſſions of a 
man, ſubject to like paſſions as you are, 
for our honoured and beloved king (a 
king of the illuſtrious family, whom we 
may be ſaid to have choſen unanimouſly 
to reign over us) and for all who are in 
authority under him; if his good wiſhes 
for the peace and proſperity of our coun- 
try, for the ſafety and felicity of our 
brethren and companions, would avail, 
the happy moment of ſerting us at one 
again, and ſeeing a perfect reconcilia- 
tion, might ſpeedily arrive. 

There need ſcarcely remain a doubt, 
if we mean to render this faſt an accept- 
able day unto the Lord, by calling our own 


ways to remembrance, and turning our feet 
| unto 
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unto his teſtimonies; by making haſte, and 
prolonging not the time to keep his bleſſed 
commandments; whether our devout and 
earneſt petitions for preſervation and 
ſucceſs againſt our undermining foes, 
both at home and abroad, will be heard 
and granted; they aſſuredly will, and fo 
we may yet proceed conguering and t9 
conquer. For the Lord of Hojts, the God 
of the armies of Iſrael, will not give us up 
to reproach, that French apoſtates ſhould 
ſubdue and rule over us. 8 

If we impartially ſeek to find the 


ſources of our rancorous oppoſitions, is 
it not to be feared, that we ſhall diſcover 
them to be be luſis that war in our mem- 
bers? And St. Peter has taught us the 
way 


( 723 ] 
way to overcome them; which is, to ab- 
ſtain from indulging them. Therefore, 
in proportion as men are concerned for 


the eaſe and happineſs of their immortal 
ſouls, ſo far will they labour to preſerve 


their purity and innocence: ſo far will 


they conſtantly be upon their guard, 
that, with well-doing, they may put to 
filence all their ignorant calumniators 


and detractors; as free, and not uſing 


their liberty for a cloak of maliciouſneſs, 


but as the ſervants of God. 


Could we as quickly reſtrain, as begin 


a quarrel among ourſelves, the conſe- 
quences of our diſſenſion would not be 
ſo diſaſtrous. 
learned, to our thorough convicticn, the 
truth 


But if we have not 
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truth of our Saviour's words, a kingdom 
divided againſt itſelf can never fland; for 
the moſt - indiſputable confirmation of 
it, we have but to caſt our eyes now on 
the deplorable ſtate of France. We 
know what ſhe has been, but who can 
foretel what ſhe will be? Let us then 
be perſuaded to ponder the words of the 
text. Then began he (that is, our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, who came to call 
ſinners to repentance) to upbraid the cities 
wherein moſt of his mighty works were done, 
becauſe they repented not. 
Has God dealt more graciouſly and 
patiently with any nation than he has 
with us? On whom has the light of 
his countenance ſhined more favour- 
| ably 3 


. 


ably; whom has he crowned with more 


brilliant victories and triumphs? And, 
alas! who have leſs deſerved the great 
deliverances which he has ſo frequently 
afforded us? Whom has he more mildly 
reproved, corrected, and admoniſhed, to 
know the things which belong unto 
their peace? and who, except the irre- 
claimable Jews, have more reſembled the 
deaf adder? And neither been charmed 
with his repeated mercies, nor heeded 
his rarely inflicted judgments! 

Be taught, O finful nation! O people 
laden with iniquity! from the miſeries 
which ye have heretofore ſometimes 
ſeen and felt, what are the uſual fruits 


of irreligious ingratitude! Humble your- 
ſelves 


+ 
- 1 d . 
— 


„ 1 
22 — 
— — — 
* = .. * 
- 88 . 
> \ Ty 
* 


* 2 —— — x 


—— 
. N 
— — 4 Le * 


C ne, 5 2 8 
— — — — 


„ —_ 
— — 
Low oa" = > ve 
« - * + 4 — - 


Ws „ 


= . ” 
a as de a. i ed. 


— . 
- „ IE 


2 —ͤ co 4 
PR *, I „ 4A . 


— — — 


_ 


— — vo 2 
— *s — 


——— <Oooongg. 


(90 13 


ſelves now with the loweſt proſtration, 
under the powerful band of God: dra 

near unto him with your hearts, as well as 

with your lips, and be will draw near unto 
you. Lament and bewail your numberleſs 
offences, Jooſe the bands of wickedneſs, undo 

the heavy burdens, let the oppreſſed go free, 

and break ye every yoke. Let there be no 

complaints f 2 very heard any where 

amongot you, Deal your bread liberally to 

' the bungry; relieve and comfort the poor: 
cover the naked; hide not yourſelves from 
your diſireſſed helpleſs relations: let not 
judgment be turned backward; let not juſtice 
and afar off: let not truth fall in the 
ſtreet, and ſuffer equity to enter: no longer 
diſtonour and profane the bleſſed ſabbath of 
| | the 


* I 119 
the Lord: do not your own ways, nor find 


your" own pleaſure, nor ſpeak your own 


words,'0n that hallowed day. 


Learn alſo to delight in and reverence 
the holy ſcriptures, which contain the f | + 
richeſt treaſures of unadulterated reli- ; 101 
gion, and the moſt uſeful knowledge; | | 
for they being the words of eternal life, i ; 
will make us infallibly wiſe unto ſalvation. | 11 


Then, O my country ! /hall thy light break 
forth as the morning; and thy health ſhall 
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ſpring forth ſpeedily; then the Lord, thy | 
Saviour and Redeemer, the mighty one of 
Jacob, ſhall anſwer when thou calleſt. Thou th 
ſhalt cry, and he ſhall ſay, Here J am: J g ll; 
will make thee an eternal excellency, a joy of | | ; 
many generations. And they that be of thee | 1 | 
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ſhall build the old waſte places: Thou ſhalt 
raiſe up the foundations of many generati- 
ons; and thou ſhalt be called the Repairer of 
the breach, the Reſtorer of paths to dwell in. 
O Almighty God! who alone canſt make 
men to be of one mind in an houſe, who alone 
canſt eftabliſh peace in our borders; thou 
who didſt ſo reconcile Eſau to his brother 
Jacob, that he ran to meet, and embraced 
him, and fell upon his neck and kiſſed him, 
mercifully grant that we, of this nation, 
may be happily reconciled, and under- 
ſtand how good and joyful a thing it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity, Grant 
this, we moſt humbly beſeech thee, for the 
fake of thy beloved Son, who is the Prince of 
Peace, by whom thou haſt marvellouſly recon- 
ciled the world unto thyſelf. Amen. 
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SERMON XIII. 
HOW TO ACT IN THE PERILOUS TIMES OF 
TE CHURCH. | 


1 Theſſ. iv. 1. 


WE BESEECH YOU, BRETHREN, AND EXHORT YOU 
BY THE LORD JESUS, THAT, AS YE HAVE RE- 
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CEIVED OF US HOW YE OUGHT TO WALK, AND | 
TO PLEASE GOD, SO YE WOULD ABOUND MORE = 
AND MORE, 515 

: | | 4 41 

| 16 

UNDER the proſpect of a great op- _ 1/79 
preſſion and perſecution, to fit ſtill and 4 [ 
unconcerned, without uſing ſome juſt [ | | 
and commendable means to eſcape the - = 


danger, or at leaſt to diminiſh our ſuf- 
ferings and misfortunes, is rather a 
mark of our inſenſibility than of true 
chriſtianity. Whatever 


[ 8 J 
Whatever thoſe, whom the world 
honours with the title of philoſophers, 
may pretend to aſſert, our bleſſed Sa- 
viour, who is the wiſdom of Goa, and 
therefore exceedingly far above the wiſeſt 
of us all, has inſtructed, nay command- 
ed, us not to expoſe ourſelves raſbly, 
even upon his account, to affliction and 
tribulation. Vben they perſecute you (ſays 
the Lord Chriſt) in this city, flee ye into 
another. And this is quite conſiſtent 
with his requiring us 70 confeſs him be- 
fore men, at the' riſque of our lives and 
fortunes, becauſe, when we cannot poſ- 
ſtbly preſerve them, without denying 
| Jeſus, then we muſt not heſitate 20 take 
up the croſs and follow him. 


The | 
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The apoſtle, who ſeems to have felt 


the greateſt concern and tenderneſs for 


the Theſſalonians, could not help ex- 
preſſing his love and affection towards 
them, with the moſt conſiderable degree 
of warmth and earneſtneſs; the fore- 


going chapters contain his kindeſt aſſu- 


rances and declarations to them. He 
and his fellow-labourers were willing to im- 


part unto them, not the goſpel of God only, 
but even their own ſouls, becauſe they were 


dear unto them. They ſaw the alarming 


troubles and temptations wherewith the 


Theſſalonians were aſſaulted and ſur- 
rounded, and therefore were more anxi- 
ous to exhort, perſuade, and comfort 
them; charging them, as a good indulgent 
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father doth his beloved children, that they 


would continue to walk worthy of God, wwho 


| had called them to his kingdom and glory, 
and not be dejected and diſheartened by 
their preſſing difficulties and calamities. 


Although theſe inſpired teachers ſo 


highly applauded and extolled ſuch not- 


able examples 7o all who believed in Ma- 
cedonia and Achaia; nevertheleſs, we 
obſerve that, from their knowledge of 
human frailty and imperfection, they 
were not abſolutely free from doubts 
and fears, leſt the Theſſalonians might 
be overborne by their ſevere trials; and 


this made them fo ſtrenuouſly exert 


themſelves, in order to eſtabliſh them 


thoroughly in the principles of their 


faith. 


$3] 


faith. They longed to preſerve this crown. 


of their rejoicing, and were inexpreſſibly 
gl ad when Timotheus brought the happy 
tidings of their perſevering faith and 
charity. 

In whatſoever fate and condition of 
life Divine Providence has placed us, 
there will conſtantly be occafion to be 
put in remembrance of the piety and 


virtue that we are bound to cultivate 
and improve. For in proſperity we are 
too apt to forget, and in adverſity to 


diſtruſt, the Lord's mercy and goodneſs. 

The miſchievous conſequences . of 
proſperity are not ſo very trifling as the 
generality of men' ſeem to think. For 
he, from whom nothing can be hid, has 


G 2 ſaid, 
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ſaid, How hardly ſhall they who have afflu- 
ence enter into the kingdom of God? It is 


more eaſy for a camel to paſs through the 
eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. 

In plentiful circumſtances, we can- 
not but allow, (becauſe we ſee with our 
our own eyes) people behave in ſuch an 
inſolent manner, as if they depended 
not at all upon God, but entirely upon 


their own abilities; and as if they fan- 


cied that their eſtate was ſo firm and 
ſtrong, that it never could be removed. 
But this is more particularly the caſe 
with numbers, who, by an unexpected 
lucky turn in their affairs and buſineſs, - 
* been raiſed from a low and ſordid 


condition, 


1 

condition, nay, from the dunghill and 
the mire, to fair and large poſſeſſions. 
For which reaſon, he who putteth down 
one, and ſetteth up another, frequen tly 
mortifies their haughtineſs and pride; 
as a warning to all who can afford 70 
clothe themſelves in purple and fine linen, 
and fare ſumpruouſly every day, who come 
in no misfortune, like other people, and 
who delight in trying to ſpread the 
venom and corruption of their vicious 
manners by their blaſphemous words 
and ſpeeches againſt the Moſt High! | 
Reckon it as uncommon and incre- 
dible as you will, that the more we'en- 
joy of this world's goods, the more neg- 
ligent and remiſs we become in praiſing 
and 


198 2 


and thanking the bountiful Author and 
Beſtower of them, ſtill we have a right 
to inſiſt, that it is neither in our power 
to conceal, nor palliate ſuch ingrati- 
tude. We cannot queſtion how thought- 
leſs and regardleſs mankind are of the 
benefits which our Father, who is in 
heaven, daily and hourly beſtows upon 
us. Our own obſervation and experi- 
ence will not let us remain in ignorance 
of this inexcuſable wickedneſs. 

Look into the Old Teſtament, and 
enquire, not only how the world in ge- 
neral, but how the children of Iſrael, 
God's elect and peculiar people, behaved 
towards their Almighty Defender and 
Preſerver. Is it not full of complaints 

and 


7-1] 
and reproofs againſt them, becauſe that, 
in their more flouriſhing ſtate, they grew 
ſeditious and rebellious? They trans- 
greſſed, they revolted more and more, 
they cared not for the miracles which 
the Lord had repeatedly wrought for 
their ſakes, neither for the aſtoniſhing 
judgments with which he had threatened 
them. Such was Iſrael's prodigious 
ſtubbornneſs towards the Lord their go- 
vernour, their ſtrength, and their. re- 
deemer. At length, therefore, on ac- 


count of this moſt ſhameful and ſcan- 
dalous abuſe of God's merciful dealings 


and proceedings with the favoured ſons 


of Jacob, wrath fell upon them to the 


utmoſt, and their good fortune (as is 
the 
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the faſhionable phraſe) became their 
heavieſt misfortune. 
To collect the numberleſs inſtances 


of the melancholy and pernicious conſe- 
quences of inheriting wealth and great- 


neſs, would be too vaſt an undertaking 


for the preſent exerciſe; but I am ſatis- 
fied, that none amongſt us, who have 
carefully obſerved, will require proofs, 
beyond their own clear knowledge, of 
the hurt which honours and riches have 
done their owners. | 
And do we not ſtill ſee how often 
they become the occaſion of extrava- 
gance and luxury, wantonneſs and riot, 
tyranny and oppreſſion? How they in- 
troduce ſuch ſcenes of depravity and de- 


bauchery, _ 


19 


bauchery, as conduce to baniſh out of 


chriſtendom the fear of God, and the 

belief of a future judgment? | 
"Theſe remarks muſt help to cure us 

of doubting whether proſperity has not 


very material miſchiefs and dangers at- 


tending her ſteps. = 
Who then, that thinks upon eternity, 
would ever deſire to be expoſed to the 


powerful temptations of wealth and 


grandeur? For the inference is by no 
means inadmiſſible, that it is a ſtate 


which has already deſtroyed, and, it is 
to be apprehended, will yet deſtroy very 


many. 


None of us then ſhould preſume that 


we will never miſemploy riches, when 
we 
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we pray and wiſh for them, only (as 


we may imagine) for the ſake of doing 


good with them. For as they increaſe, 
our charitable inclinations may decreaſe; 
we may forget our generous reſolutions, 
we may be fond and eager to accumu- 
late treaſures upon earth, but neglect 
to lay up any treaſures for ourſelves in 
heaven. 

Remember the two rich men in the 
goſpel, who minded nothing more than 
gratifying and indulging their appe- 


tites in this life, and nothing leſs than 
Preparing for their eternal duration. 
Wherefore God ſnatched them away 


ſuddenly from their poſſeſſions and deli- 
cious entertainments, and turned their 
promiſed 


1 


promiſed mirth into unexpected mourn- 


ing. This is an intimation to all who 
appear to glory in naming the name of 
Chriſt, to beware of covetouſneſs, and not 
to imagine that gain is godlineſs. 
Adverſity is a profitable talent in our 
hands, a talent which we may employ 
to the benefit of our ſouls; for it ſeldom 
fails of diſpoſing us 70 acquaint ourſelves 
with God, and to ſeek his friendſhip, in 
which there is no variableneſs, no ſhadow 
of changing. 
Moſt thoughtful perſons, I am con- 
fident, will acknowledge, that, if it were 
not for the uncertainties, the troubles 


and diſappointments of this mortal lite, 
we ſhould be apt to place a higher value 
| upon 
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upon its deceitful pleaſures and enjoy- 

ments than any of them are worth. 
David owned, that before he was trou- 
| Bled, he went wrong, and that it was of 
ſervice to hi n, that he bad groaned under 
the rod of affiition. The extraordinary 
alterations that now and then happened 
in his affairs, taught him the emptineſs 
and inſufficiency of regal pomp and 
| ſplendour, and not to ſet his affections 

upon objects of ſo tranſitory a nature. 
'The moſt proper time for diſcovering 
| whether we ſerve God in ſpirit and in 
truth, is when we perſiſt in our duty 
of adoring and worſhipping him, though 


he ſeems to hide his face from us, and 
not to regard us in the leaſt, As it was 
the 


„ 
the caſe with innocent Joſeph in the 
priſon, with righteous Job in his ſore 
diſeaſe; but above all, with Jeſus Chriſt, 
who moſt mournfully complained of 
God's forſaking him upon the croſs. 
When in this forlorn and wretched 


condition, we yet will cry day and night 


to him for relief and conſolation; like 
the widow, who wearied out the unjuſt 
Judge, (as our Saviour informs us in his 
encouraging parable) we ſay that, if un- 
der ſuch apparently hopeleſs circum- 
ſtances, we reſolve, as it were, not to 
take any denial: this is the ſeaſon that 


tries the ſpirit of a chriſtian, as gold and 


filver is tried, and ſhews his capacity for 
bringing forth fruit with patience, and 
manifeſting 
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manifeſting to the world, that his heart - 
and his treaſure are in heaven. 

All who are determined to live godlily 
in Chriſt Jeſus, to walk in his pleaſant 
ways, and keep his holy laws, muſt pre- 
pare themſelves to endure the hatred and 
ſcorn of infidels and libertines, nay, and 
of lukewarm brethren alſo; but God, 
with whom they walk, as religious 
Enoch did, will affiſt and enable them, 
by his bleſſed ſpirit, to undergo and 
overcome theſe hardſhips for righteous- 
 neſs* ſake : and therefore there is no rea- 
ſon for them 70 be aſhamed of confeſſing 
Chrijt, and acknowledgi ng his goſpel; there 

1s rather reaſon for them moſt firmly to 

5 believe, and courageouſly fo prove by 
| their 


t' 95 J 
their works, that they do believe in him, 


and expect (whatever their lot may be 
at preſent) to receive the promiſed re- 


ward, the riches of the glory of an incor- 
ruptible inheritance, 

Few of us, perhaps, know ourſelves, 
till we are tried and proved in earneſt. 
And they only who quit themſelves 
manfully in the hour of temptation, 
dare hope to win the glorious immortal 


Prize. Moſt ſurely then adverſity is an 
improveable talent in our hands; if we 


manage it with faith, and truſt in God, 
and our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
it will work out for us a far more exceed- 


ing and eternal weight of glory; as it has 


done already for the ſaints and martyrs, 


Who 
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| who have fought the good fight, and finiſhed 
their courſe before us. 


Why now do our poor brethren and 
neighbours find fault with the ſtation 
and portion allotted them by the provi- 


dence of God, who has given us to un- 
derſtand, in the parable of the labourers 
of the vineyard, that he will do what he 
pleaſes with his own? 

Let them ceaſe from murmuring a- 
gainſt God's appointments; let them 
neither be dejected nor uneaſy; let them 
not go and bury their talent in the 
earth, but accept it with meekneſs and 
reſignation; let them faithfully and in- 
duſtriouſly employ it, and they ſhall, 
with Lazarus, and the penitent thief, 
partake 


21 


partake of the delights of paradiſe; and 


their Lord, at his coming, ſhall receive 


his own with uſury. For we are per- 


ſuaded, that ſome of their relations and 
acquaintance, at leaſt, will be encou- 
raged and excited by their example (ſee- 
ing them rich in faith and holineſs) to 
tread in the ſame ſteps, to be followers 
of God our Saviour, and all who (aim- 
ing at perfection) ſtrive to excel in grace 
and virtue; and ſo, after they are re- 
leaſed from the cares and miſeries of 
this mere ſhadow of exiſtence, ill liłe- 
wiſe be conveyed into Abrabam's boſom, 
where all tears ſhall be wiped away from 
their eyes; and there ſhall be no more grief, 
nor poverty, neither ſhall there be any more 
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pain; becauſe tbe former things are paſſed 


away. 

Thus ſhall multitudes, who now go on 
their way weeping, and bring forth good 
ſeed, come again with joy at the reſurrec- 
tion, and bring their ſheaves (thoſe whom 
they have been the means of converting 
to righteouſneſs) along with them. 

We may take it for granted, that 
the Theſſalonians had been aſſiduouſly 
taught the principles of the chriſtian 
faith and doctrine; and therefore the 
apoſtle, and their other inſtructors, 
were juſtified in expecting and requiring 
that their progreſs in piety and virtue 
ſhould bear a fit proportion to the in- 
creaſe of their light and knowledge, that 

they 
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they might avoid all blame and reproach 
for ſinful negligence. And, as the 
ſtrongeſt inducement to them to adorn 
their moſt holy vocation, they are in- 
treated to do ſo by the Lord Jeſus, as if 
there were ſomewhat in that precious 
name ſo irreſiſtibly charming and en- 
gaging, that the bare mention of it 


would neceſſarily produce the deſired 


effect. 

It is hard to conceive that theſe mini- 
ers of Cbriſt, and flewards of the mysteries 
of God, judged amiſs; for by whom 
could they, with more propriety, be- 
ſeech and exhort their new converts and 


diſciples, than by him who had afforded 


the moſt complete manifeſtation of the 
H 2 power 
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power that he poſſeſſed in heaven, by the 
miracles of mercy and goodneſs which 
he had enabled them to perform for the 
advantage and benefit of mankind. 

Through faith in the Lord Jeſus, the in- 
firm, the lame, and the fick, had been re- 
flored to their health and flrength; the dead 
| had been raiſed to life, and notorious ſinners 
turned from the error of thetr ways. 

If, therefore, this fact, ſo publickly 
and incontrovertibly aſcertained, that 
the Lord Teſus now reigns in heaven, and 
that there is none other name given amongst 
men, whereby we can be ſaved, would not 
prevail with the people of that age to 
believe in him, and obey h:s glorious and 
everlaſting goſpel, what elſe do we ima- 

gine 


FT 208] 
gine would have prevailed with and per- 
ſuaded them ? 

If the cheering proſpect of a bright 
and unfading crown could not have 
ſupported them in their troubles, if the 
recollection of the deceitfulneſs and dan- 
ger of riches, and uninterrupted proſpe- 
rity in this world, would not have diſ- 
poſed them contentedly and quietly to 
ſubmit to God's choice for them, to lead 
them to the unaſſailable manſions of 
peace and reſt, in whatſoever manner it 
might pleaſe him, where would have 
been the conſtancy, where the admira- 
tion of their faith? 

But, had there been any cogent rea- 


ſons for entertaining ſeriouſly a conjec- 
ture 
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ture of this kind ; nay, indeed, had it not 
been exceedingly probable, at leaſt, that 
the Theſſalonians made the will of the 
Lord to be their will; we preſume that 
their confidence in our Saviour would 
never have been ſo highly ſpoken of. 

We are all concerned equally in this 
part of the apoſtle's addreſs. For it be- 
hoves us, as much as it did the Theſla- 
lonians, 70 glorify our Father who is in 
heaven, both in our bodies and in our 
ſpirits, which are his. 

It is no leſs incumbent upon us, than 
it was upon them, 7o poſſeſs our veſſels in 
Janfification and honour, not in the luſts 
of concupiſcence, even as deiſts and free- 
thinkers, who know not God. We ought 

not 


„ 


— 


not 70 go beyond, and defraud our brother, 
friend, or neighbour, in any matter; we 
ſhould be ſober, chaſte, devout, honeſt, 
peaceable, and temperate, Whenever 
we come into God's houſe, or temple, ve 
ſhould lift up our hearts with our hands to 
him in prayer, that we may worſhip the 
Lord with holy worſhip. We ſhould be 
extremely circumſpect, ſtriving to redeem 
the time, becauſe the days are evil. 
Who, therefore, would riot and ſport 
in them; or who would inconſiderately 
Slumber and ſleep in them? May not our 
judgment be nearer at hand than it is 
commonly imagined? - Can any of us 
be poſitive that this generation ſhall paſs 


away, before our enormous crimes and our 


miſerable 
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miſerable defliny be accompliſhed; before 
our Jeruſalem, with all her boaſted glo- 
| ries, be devoted and given up to ine- 
vitable deſtruction? 

Let us then, moſt deliberately, form 
this reſolution, that ſince we have re- 
ceived of Chriſt and his apoſtles, how we 
ought ro walk, and to pleaſe God, ae will 
never quench the ſpirit, we will pray with- 
out ceaſing for the influences of his grace, 
that we may abound more and more in our 
endeavours to adorn the ſalutary doctrine 
of the goſpel in all things. | 

Though we may be able, in ſome de- 
gree and meaſure, to account for inſur- 
rections and commotions, and to aſſign 


cauſes for earthquakes in diverſe places, 


and 


© 105-1] 


and for famines, and peſtilences, and fear- 
ful ' fights, and great ſigns from heaven; ſtill, 
to ſhew that we are truly wiſe men, we 
ſhould apply our knowledge, as our Sa- 
viour has commanded us, to the amend- 


ment and reformation of our lives. Tf 


ye know theſe things, happy are ye, if ye 
will be inſtructed by them, to love Jeſus, 
and keep his commandments. 


This will be the moſt ſolid . 
of our being philoſophers indeed, that 
we poſſeſs the wiſdom which will certainly 


make us wiſe unto ſalvation. 


Happy, therefore, will it be for us, 
if we do not delay our repentance, be- 
cauſe our Lord ſeems to delay his coming. 


The end of the world may not happen 
| yet; 


— — — 
— — 


on 
$1 
is 
4 

| 
j 4 
4 


4 
. 


0 
4 
| 
1 
19 
| 


* 2 + 400 


p — 8 1 
N Eg IRS, Ine woes 
— 2 2 


r = 
oo ue ů „ —³²tñ4 . 


[ 106 ] 


yet; however, that is no plea, no excuſe, 
for our deferring our preparation for 
eternity. | | 
The diſorders in the natural and moral 
world are deſigned as cautions to us not 
to neglect the thoughts of our latter end; 
and ſince our Saviour has foreſhewn that 
they ſignify the approach of his ſecond 
advent, with the moſt awful pomp and 
ſolemnity, O let us not fooliſhly and 
impiouſly think bim flack concerning his 
prediction, but adore and praiſe him for 
the opportunities which his long- ſuffer- 
ing multiplies, as it were, for our re- 
pentance and regeneration. 
There have been in all ages of the 
church, and will be till the end of all 
| things, 
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things, mockers and ſcoffers at the notion 
of a tremendous final judgment. There- 
fore, if we ſet any value upon our im- 
mortal ſouls, let us watch and pray, that 
we may not be led into temptation, and fall 


away from our own fledfaſtneſs: let us 


prudently and religiouſly beware of, and 
ſeparate ourſelves from, the ſociety of 
the wicked and ungodly ; for it is only 
by watchfulneſs and prayer, and con- 


netting ourſelves with virtuous compa- 


nions, who believe in God and our Lord 
Jeſus Chrift, that we can entertain the 
leaſt idea of being eſteemed worthy to 
eſcape the terrors of the great day of re- 
tribution, and ſtand with comfortable 

hope and confidence before the Son of Man. 
Whether 
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Whether we are to depart hence by a 
ſudden, or a ſlow and lingering death; in 
a ſtorm, or in a calm; in our beds, or in 
our ſtreets and fields, is wholly unknown 
to us; neither need we be over- ſolicitous 
about it; but this muſt be our chief care 
and concern, how we ſhall enter into the 
preſence of our moſt righteous judge; 
who, if we have not believed and obeyed 
his goſpel, will puniſh us with the hy- 
pocrites, in the place of torment, prepared 
for the devil and his angel. 

Now our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and 
God even our Father, who hath loved us, 
and given us everlaſting conſolation and 
good hope through grace, comfort your 
bearts, and eftabliſh you in every good word 

and 


. 


and work, that when the heavens, being on 
fire, ſhall difſokve, and the elements ſhall 
melt with fervent heat, we may be found 4 
him without ſpot, and blameleſs. 


For then, thoſe chriſtians who lived | 


uniformly up to their holy calling and 
profeſſion, ſhall come forth unto the reſur- 
rection of life; and they who diſgraced 
and brought ſhame upon it, by their 
impiety and impenitence, ſhall come forth, 


out of their graves, unto the reſurrection of 


damnation. 
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' SERMON XIV. 


THE DIFFERENT END OP THE GOOD 
AND THE BAD. 


Matth. xxv. 33. 


AND HE SHALL SET THE SHEEP ON HIS RIGHT 
HAND, BUT THE GOATS ON THE LEFT, 


Wp take it for granted, that all who 
expect and hope for eternal ſalvation by 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, believe the goſ- 
pel, not in part, but in the whole: and 
that they have fettled it in their minds 


to perſevere in this faith, as far as God's 


grace ſhall enable them. 
Allow 


75 
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Allow us to obſerve, that, in ſuch an 
age of hereſy and defection as the pre- 
ſent is, the beſt way to eſcape the dan- 
ger of being deceived and perverted, is 
regularly to attend the eſtabliſhed places 
of divine worſhip, and adhere to our ap- 
pointed paſtors and teachers. Whereby, 
if we take heed how we pray, and how we 
hear, we ſhall ſecure an intereſt in the 
love of God and our bleſſed Saviour, 
who will beſtow on us a crown of glory 
in the kingdom of heaven, where we 
ſhall conſtantly enjoy the company and 
delights of ſaints and angels. 

The attempt to overcome the world, 

together with the temptations and vani- 
ties the reof, and alſo to curb our own 


appetites 
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appetites and paſſions, is, we know and' 


confeſs, a very arduous undertaking; but 


we likewiſe know, that it is abſolutely re-. 


quired of us, and that, through Chriſt, who 

ſtrengthens us, we ſhall triumph ghloriouſly. 
However, in the purſuit of this con- 

queſt, we muſt begin with due prudence 


and conſideration; we muſt ſummon all 


our ſtrength and vigour; we mult fre- 
quently have recourſe to God in prayer, 
for the aid and influence of his holy 


ſpirit, acknowled ging the neceſlity of bis 


power and ſufficiency to bring us through 
the numberleſs trials and oppoſitions 
that will meet us in the way. : 
The mockers and ſcorners of religion 
and religious men, may, for a while, 


VOL. 11. 4.34 ridicule 
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ridicule (what they think fit to ſtile) our 
auſterity and preciſeneſs; but when the 
day of recompence approaches, and be 
dead in Chriſt have riſen firft, full of the 
moſt joyful hopes and expectations, all 
the ſcoffers and unbelievers, rouzed from 
the ſleep of death, and ſummoned before 
the ſolemn tribunal, not with the feeble 
whiſperings of a human voice, but with 

- the voice of the archangel, and the trumpet 
of God, ſhall lift up their heads out of 
their graves, with inconceivable terror, 
amazement, and deſpair, They ſhall 
be awakened, not only not to ſleep, but 
never to find any reſt again. 

O that we would therefore learn 7o 
be wiſe, and confider our latter end! That 


18, 
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is, in more explicit terms, it is moſt 


earneſtly to be wiſhed, that we would 
reflect and repent in the days of our 
youth, while reflection and repentance 
will do us good. There can be no pro- 
fitable reflection and repentance in thoſe 
years, wherein we can have no pleaſure, 
neither will they avail us after death. 
Old age 1s, conſequently, both an un- 
certain and a very wrong time for the 
performance: of theſe moſt important 
matters; old men muſt die ſoon, and 
young men are not fure of one moment, 
much leſs of living to reflect and repent 
when they become oll. 

If this will not induce our inconſi- 


derate and unwiſe ones to think upon 
1 2 and 
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and reform their ways, what will be 
their ſituation when God ſhall ſpeak to 
them in thunders and lightenings from 
heaven! If we were not taught to un- 
derſtand, that miracles had ceaſed under 
the ſun, we might reckon it moſt won- 
derful indeed, that, as we are convinced 
we muſt die, and give the ſtricteſt ac 
count of all our unrighteous and merci- 
leſs actions, ſtill ſo few of us prepare 
ourſelves for death and judgment. 
Does not this inexpreſſibly abſurd 
conduct ſhew, that either we do not 
heartily believe, or truly fear, the com- 
ing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to judge 
the world, in the manner which he has 
repreſented to us in the goſpel? 


If 


4 0 1 

If the generality of us feel ſuch an 
awe upon our minds and ſpirits, when 
we are about 20 leave our earthly taber- 
nacle, this frail mortal body, how great 
will be that awe, when we ſhall actually 
behold the Son of Man coming in the clouds 
of heaven, accompanied by his holy angels, 
to call us to account for whatever ſins 


we have committed againſt God, and 


whatever injuries we have done our 
neighbour in this life? If the good 
and faithful ſhall then have ſome diffi- 
dence and apprehenſion, what fear and 
trembling will ſeize all the wicked; but 
more particularly, all ſuch deceitful hy- 
pocritical chriſtians as owned Feſus in 
their words, but in their works denied him? 


Their 
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Their lot will ſurely be, what the ſcrip- 
tures have already pronounced, they 
will be baniſhed for ever from his pre- 
ſence; becauſe, inſtead of glorifying and 
honouring him, they affronted and in- 
ſulted him, by the N of 
their iniquity. 

By the ſheep and goats in the text, 
our Saviour means two ſorts of people. 
One, who, by their meekneſs and ſim- 
plicity, reſemble the former inoffenſive 
animals; another, who, by their rough- 
neſs and impurity, reſemble the never 
diſagreeable and filthy. creatures. 

The ſheep are eaſy to be perſuaded, 
the goats are hardened and impenitent 
wretches, whom no means of grace can 


work upon. And 


SL 2 


And as theſe men differ widely from 
one another in character and temper, ſo 
we underſtand that ſeparate places are 
allotted for them in a future ſtate; one 
that abounds with inexhauſtible plea- 
ſures and delights; another that abounds 
with infinite plagues and torments. The 
firſt place is ſet forth to us by the right 
hand, the ſecond by the left hand of our 
Saviour. Now, unleſs we are thoroughly 
reſolved to contemn and diſregard this 
doctrine, we cannot, I truſt, be diſin- 
clined moſt ſeriouſly to weigh and con- 
| ſider by what methods we may obtain 


the former happy portion, and how we 
may be able to avoid the latter moſt 


miſerable puniſhment. 
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We ſhall make it 'our only buſineſs 
and ſtudy, by a conſtant and regular 
uſe of all the means and privileges of 
grace that we enjoy, to become fruitful 
branches in Chriſt, that the ſoundneſs 
of our faith may be known by the good- 
neſs and the purity of our lives and 
converſations. 

It is (let worldly-minded men think 
and ſay what they will of us) the beſt 
argument of our piety and wiſdom, 
never to be aſhamed of performing our 
preſcribed duties to God and to. our 
neighbour. And there is no difficulty 


in doing ſo without vanity and oſtenta- 


tion, For it is in our power to act 
piouſly, juſtly, and charitably, without 
| the 
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the leaſt neceſſity of . and 
boaſting of our virtue. 

Whenever we hear good and worthy 
men blamed, cenſured, and ridiculed, for 
their ſober and religious converſation, 
and their beneficent actions, let us well 
conſider what kind of perſons they are 
who find fault with, and labour to ex- 

poſe them; and, if we do this, moſt 
probably we ſhall diſcover that they are 
thus treated by the envious, jealous, 
| and malicious, who hate that excellence 
which they either cannot or will not 
endeavour to reach. Suppoſe it ſhould 


be inſiſted upon by theſe ill-diſpoſed 


men, that many, apparently pious and 
me chriſtians, do not really and ſin- 
cerely 
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cerely intend well, whatſoever they do; 
and, by way of proof, they ſhould diſ- 
cover the ſins and follies that they once 
were guilty of, what of all this! Is it 
not poſſible that they may have ſuffi- 
ciently repented of them, and obtained 
God's pardon and forgiveneſs? Now, 
ſince this may be the caſe, I apprehend 
that which 1s the occaſion of joy to the 
angels of God in heaven, ought likewiſe 
to be the pureſt ſource of joy to chriſ- 
tians upon earth, 

To forſake a courſe of wickedneſs, 
and to walk in the ways of God's righte- 
ous commandments, is, certainly, both 
a mark of a regenerated diſpoſition, and 


alſo a happy ſign of our election. 
| This 
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This change affords an inward con- 
ſolation and ſatisfaction to the highly fa- 
voured converts themſelves; and, doubt- 
leſs, God intended that it ſhould, for 
the encouragement of others who are 


going aſtray, that they may turn unto 
him, and their ſouls be ſaved in the day of 
the Lord Jeſus. Why, therefore, ſhould 
any be grieved and diſpleaſed, and raiſe 

evil conjectures and reports of their call 
and their converſion? 

The angels of God rejoice, becauſe it 
is their greateſt pleaſure and delight to 
ſee the number of thoſe increaſing, who 
will be made partakers of the promiſed 
inheritance, when the Lord ſhall de- 
ſcend from heaven in all his majeſty and 


glory, 
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glory, to paſs ſentence upon his irre- 
claimable deſpiſers, and beſtow ever- 
laſting rewards upon his ſaints. They 
moſt gladly perceive that it will be their 
acceptable charge to introduce all true 
penitents and believers into the regions 
of immortal happineſs. Be pleaſed to 
obſerve, theſe are ſuch penitents and be- 
lievers as Zaccheus and Mary Magda- 
lene, who brought forth fruits worthy 
of their faith and new birth. We are 
not to imagine that they who pretend 
to be ſorry for their offences, and ſtill 
either ſecretly or openly purſue their 
former vicious courſes, will excite the 
leaſt joy in the incorrupt minds of God's 
angels: No. But, on the contrary, we 


may 
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may be aſſured, that they will be aſto- 
niſhed at and abhor ſuch men, as only 
for their own private ends, to keep up 
their credit and reputation in the world, 
appear ſanctified outwardly, but are full 
of deceit and hypocriſy within. 

Theſe (in compariſon with all beings 
here below) moſt holy and immaculate 
ſpirits will not meet with ſuch an em- 
ployment at the end of the world, as to 
conduct heretics and reprobates into the 
kingdom of God; for they wilfully re- 
ject his counſel, they will not be in- 
treated and exhorted to walk agreeably 
to the revealed doctrines. Inſtead of 
ſaluting ſuch obſtinate and incorrigible 


ſinners with the good tidings of their 


admiſſion 
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admiſſion into thoſe glorious manſions 
which our Saviour, by his moſt precious 
merits, has procured and opened for the 
reception of all his choſen followers, for 
them who love and obey him, who 
honour him, as they honour the Father : in- 
ſtead of doing this, hey ſhall come forth 
and ſever them from among the good 
and the juſt, and caſt them into that 
place of torment, from whence there is 
no proſpe& of eſcape or redemption. 
O! that men would ſubmit but for a 
time to be admoniſhed, methinks they 
would not fail to uſe their utmoſt efforts 
to flee from the wrath to come. 
At preſent God leaves the fares among 
the wheat, leſt, if men ſhould have tbe 
gathering 
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gathering of them, we ſhould, for want of 
a right diſtinction, root the wheat up 
with them. This is not the time of har- 
veſt. But, as ſoon as the time of harveſt 
comes, which will be a ſeaſon of exceed- 
ing great joy to ſome, and of mourning 


and woe to others, who will indeed have 
reaſon to weep and how! for the miſeries 
and calamities which are about to. fall on 
them; then the ſolemn and ſure work of 
ſeparation will begin, then the boldeſt 
tranſgreſſors amongſt the high and low, 
the rich and the poor, will be moſt ſen- 
fibly convinced of the truth of the ſerip- 
tures, and obliged to confeſs that God 
is infinite in his wiſdom, power, and 
juſtice. Then will they call and cry out 
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in vain, for the mountains, hills, and rocks 
to fall on them, and hide them from the face 
of him who fitteth upon the throne, and from 
| the wrath, the provoked wrath of the 
Lamb. For, lo! there will be neither 
recks. hills, nor mountains, to conceal and 
cover them. Theſe grand, theſe ſtu- 
pendous objects of the creation, which 
now appear to be fixed upon ſuch ſtrong 
foundations, will be moved out of their 
places in a moment, the heavens ſhall paſs 
away with a great noiſe, and the elements 
ſhall melt with fervent heat : the earth alſo, 
and the works that are therein, ſhall be 
burnt up. | 

In this univerſal overthrow and de- 


ſtruction, as revelation threatens, ſhall 
our 
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our modern antichriſts, infidels, and hy- 
pocrites, be involved altogether, and feel 
the effects (each in his own body and 
ſoul) of God's fiery indignation. 

May all who profeſs to depend upon 
the merits of our Saviour, and look up 
to him for reconciliation and final re- 
demption, have ears to hear the warn- 
ings that are now given them! May 
they diligently conſult the ſcriptures, not 
for idle curioſity, but for ſubſtantial im- 
provement in piety and goodneſs! May 
they, by their own faithful and honeſt 
endeavours, render their hearts and 
minds fit habitations for the Holy Spirit! 


Let all fincere chriſtians be greatly 
confident that their addreſſes to the 
VOL. 11, K Throne 
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Throne of Grace and Mercy will never 
be diſregarded. For has not our Lord 
aſſured us, that they who aſe, ſhall have; 
they who ſeek, ſhall find; and that to them 
who knock, it ſhall be opened? 
We cannot exerciſe our reaſon and 
underſtanding in a better manner than 
upon divine and heavenly ſubjects; the 
reſult of which will produce the moſt 
ſolid and durable ſatisfaction. 

It is our Saviour's ſpecial command, 
that we ſhould always be intent upon 
accumulating the riches and the trea- 
ſures of the ſoul, which neither moth nor 
ruſt can corrupt, nor thieves break through 
and ſteal from us; and not to ſpend our 


health and our time in heaping up the 
wealth 
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wealth of this world, which too com- 


monly proves a ſnare to us, robs us of 


our innocence and peace here, and of 
our crown of glory, our happineſs, and 


reſt, hereafter. 
The reaſon why riches are ſliled the 


root of all evil, is, becauſe the genera- 
lity of the world ſtick at no methods for 


getting them. And when they have 
raiſed what (according to the uſual 
phraſe and vulgar opinion) is called and 
eſteemed a very good fortune, then they 
waſte and conſume 1t upon their luxu- 
ries, fancy themſelves to be gods upon 
earth, and abuſe it to the vileſt purpoſes 
of tyranny and oppreſſion.. Theſe are 


the tares which the angel- reapers ſhall 
| «2. _ . gather 
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gather together, and bind them in bundles 
to burn them. Theſe are the i mpure goats 
whom our great Shepherd and Judge 
will divide from his ſheep, and ſet upon bis 
left band! | 
Should we not, therefore, ſo induſ- 
triouſly manage our talents now, that 
whenſoever God ſball require our ſouls of us, 
we may have our accounts ready, under 
the ſhelter of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, to 
preſent before him? This preparation 
will diſarm death of bis fling, and ſup- 
port us againſt all his terrors. But if, 
at his approach, our accounts ſhould be 
in confuſion and diſorder; if we have 
never troubled our heads about our Lord 
and King 'till that inſtant, except in lip- 


confeſſion, 
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confeſſion, acknowledging his unſpeak- 
able loving-kindneſs, and praiſing and 
admiring, without following his bright 
example; if this be our condition, as we 
were overtaken, ſo ſhall we be left, and 
as we were left, fo ſhall we appear be- 


fore his judgment-ſeat. This our own. 


conſciences will tell us. They will pro- 
nounce the irrevocable ſentence upon us 
before we die; and what will be our 
felicity, at our going hence, to be no more 
ſeen in this world, zf our hearts do not 
condemn.us! For then we ſhall have firm 
hope and confidence in God: and we may 
venture to perſuade ourſelves, that we 
are of that ſele& number whom the Lord 
will place with the ſheep on bis right hand. 

But 
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But alas! , our hearts do condemn us in 
the hour of death, we may have reaſon 
to conclude ourſelves loſt that we be- 
long to that rejected multitude, 7500 
goats, who have trodden under foot the Son 
of God, and counted the blood of the cove- 
nant, wherewith we are ſanctiſied, an un- 
holy thing, and have done deſpite unto the 
Spirit of Grace. And conſequently we 
muſt expect t be ſet with them on the leſt 
hand, and partake of their doom. Ve 
ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſhment, 
but the righteous into life and bliſs eternal. 
It therefore very nearly concerns us 
all to live well, that we may die in peace 
and comfort. For, Ol bear this in mind, 
that after death is judgment, the deci- 
ſion of our lot for hell or heaven! 


SERMON XV. 


A FUNERAL SERMON; 


THE TEXT CHOSEN BY THE DECEASED, 


RELIGION THE ONLY SUPPORT 
OF THE AFFLICTED. 


Pſalm xviii. 5. 
IN MY TROUBLE I WILL CALL UPON THE LORD: 
AND COMPLAIN UNTO MY GOD. 
V artovs are the paths and conditions 
which Providence has allotted us to paſs 
through in this vale of miſery and ſor- 


row, to the different manſions prepared - 


for the human race in the next life; 


where, if we have ſtood faſt in the faith 
of 
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of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
while on earth, we may hope and ex- 
pect to be inconceivably happy; if we 
have contradicted and violated it, by an 
immoral and irreligious behaviour, we 
ſhall certainly be wretched to all eternity. 
Indeed it is plain, in the preſent ſtate 
of things, our gracious God expects not 
to find in any of us a life of ſinleſs per- 
tection; if he did, who, among ſuch 
changeable, frail, and erring creatures, 
would be able to lead ſuch a one, with- 
out a conſtant miraculous interpoſition, 
which, we daily ſee, the Almighty is not 
pleaſed to exert ? | 
In the beginning of the world, while 
our firſt parents might have preſerved 
their 


Ein! 
their innocence and happineſs, we per- 
ceive God intended us for a ſtate of trial 
and probation; and then, if ever, the 
human mind was in a capacity to carry 
us to the regions of eternal bliſs, with- 
out the ſtains of imperfection, and with- 
out the pangs and agonies of death. 
But, left to himſelf, how ſoon did man 
fall, and contract a guilt, which became, 
and will, as long as this world laſts, 
continue the plague and blemiſh of the 

whole creation! 
Since that moſt deplorable event, we 
have had, and ſtill have, too many me- 


lancholy proofs, even in the lives of the 


greateſt ſaints, that the diſmal effects of 


original corruption adhere cloſely to our 


nature: 
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nature: and does not the ſcripture ſuffi- 
ciently convince us, that our pure, yet 
mild religion, was inſtituted and re- 
vealed for thoſe who, by divine grace, 
may become, not for them who are, 
angels? 

Therefore, conſidering that the beſt _ 
have ſomething at leaſt to mourn for 
and repent of, we are not to wonder 
that God often reminds them of it, by 
ſeaſonable and proportionable afflictions 
and corrections, to make them ſenſible, 
that, in his ſight, without the infinitely 
precious blood of a ſpotleſs Redeemer, 
none are accepted; and, to excite them, 
when, under his viſitation, their ſoul is 
melted becauſe of trouble, to call upon him 

| with 
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with faith and truſt in his bleſſed Son 
Jeſus, by and through whom they ſhall 
be juſtified, and alſo glorified. 

Need we then aſk, when diſtreſſes come 
upon us, what ſhall we do? and whither 
ſhall we flee for refuge? Let us look 
carefully and impartially into ourſelves, 
and examine all our thoughts and our 
ways; let us humbly call upon the Lord, 
and complain unto our God. 


Although, it is true, we may en- 


dure unmerited reproaches and ſuffer- 


ings from the world, nevertheleſs, it 1s 
likewiſe true, that it is impoſſible this 
ſhould be the caſe, in reſpect of God, 
who always unwillingly, but never un- 


juſtly, afflicts any of us; who only per- 


mits 
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mits us to feel the weight of care and 
grief at preſent, for our future ever- 
laſting benefit and happineſs. 

When our progenitors forfeited the 
delights and joys of paradiſe; when 
they loſt their pious and beloved Abel 
by the bloody hand of Cain, a ſon and 
brother moſt unfeeling, doubtleſs they 
could ſcarcely avoid ſeeing and acknow- 
ledging the bitter fruits of their tranſ- 
greſſion, renewing their ſorrow for it, 
and imploring God to refreſh their 
hearts with the conſolations promiſed in 
the covenant. 

Grounds there are, and theſe not very 
weak ones, to believe, that ſo they acted, | 
and thereby received that peace and com- 
fort which heaven only can beſtow. 
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| To introduce the numerous inſtances 
from all hiſtories, both ſacred and pro- 
fane, in order to ſhew that this uncer- 
tain life 1s a ſcene chequered with lights 
and ſhades, here with the brightneſs of 


proſperity, and there with the clouds of 


adverſity, would be the ample work of a 
large volume, not a buſineſs adapted to 


the nature of, and the time allowable for, 


a ſermon. 


View the life of Abraham, who was 


honoured with the exalted title of God's 
friend, and father of the faithful; at one 
time we behold him bleſſed in the en- 
joyment of his rich poſſeflions, happy 
and delighted with his family; at an- 
other time exccedingly miſerable, with- 
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out power to derive any ſolid pleaſure 
and contentment from his abundance, 
from the wife of his boſom, or the dar- 
ling child of his old age. 

Lo! Iſaac, though equally indulged 
with the ſmiles and the protection of 
heaven, no leſs experienced the viciſſi- 
tudes of this ſublunary ſtate, and knew 
the uneaſineſſes which ariſe from family 
diſſenſions. 

But above all, Jacob ſaw and lamented 
the jars and animoſities which aroſe in 
his family. This other. diſtinguiſhed 
favourite of heaven ſeldom knew a day's 
undiſturbed eaſe and tranquillity be- 
tween the diſputes and jealouſies of his 
neareſt and deareſt relations. | 


The 
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The apparently trite example of Job, 
(who was perſuaded by his wife to curſe 
God, and die) commonly applied, where 
the caſe is not our own, I might, per- 
haps, forbear to mention, 

If now perſons of ſuch excellent qua- 
lities and virtues, ſo worthy of our praiſe 
and imitation, had their ſhare of the 
diſappointments and vexations of this 
life, who can look to be exempted ſrom 
them? Nay, who, when labouring un- 
der them, ought to murmur at their 
portion? Rather let every mourner in 
Sion, confeſſing his ſins and infirmities, 
and that he is but duſt and aſhes, with 
patience and reſignation, kiſs the rod 


that ſtrikes him, and ſo, at length, he 
will 


144] 
will be able to convert it into 4 fff, to 
raiſe and comfort him. Let him meekly 
endeavour to tread in the ſteps of theſe 
eminent champions, and the reſt of the 
ſaints, who knew and confeſſed that 
their preſent troubles and afflictions 
were, in compariſon, light and ſhort, 
and would work out for them a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. But, 
if he perceives in himſelf a curious 
. ſearching ſpirit, inclined rather to con- 
demn God of cruel ſeverity, than his 
own heart of unbelief and impiety, let 
him conſider ſeriouſly a moment, that, 
were it poſſible he could fancy himſelf ' 
free from any actual fins, deſerving 
chaſtiſement, nevertheleſs, the ſpreading | 


venom 
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venom of the original pollution of our 


nature is an unanſwerable” reaſon why” 


he ſhould acquit God, and not ttm 
whatever he feels unrightebuſly inflited? 
on him! ind A YEW 1918) 
The better we underſt#hd" outftives” 
tlie leſs occaſion we' (AYP Have 70 TH 
more highly of our graces and tieritꝭ (as 
they may appear to us) ban ar olg 0 
think; and the more likely ſhall'we be” 
to diſcertij not only the hand, But the 
goodneſs and wiſdom of Providence in 
all our difficulties; and therefore; ift 
ſtead of expoſtulating with God, We 
ſhall be ready to abhor ourſelves for the 
leaſt vanity rifing in our hearts, and te. 
own, that it is of his extrardinaryn and 
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unlimited mercies that we are not ut- 
terly conſumed.  - ee 
In no part of our lives (unleſs we are 
thoroughly hardened) can we be in a 
fairer way of acquainting ourſelves with 
God, and trying to be at peace with bim, 
than in the awakening ſeaſon of grief and 
ſorrow; for then (as we ſee it did in 
them who finiſhed their courſe before 
us) our gold ſparkles, then our. virtue 
ſhines forth; then it moſt manifeſtly 
' appears upon what our affections are 
chiefly fixed, whether we are perſuaded 
that any truſt is to be placed in the 
abundance of riches, or that there is any 
reaſon to boaſt and glory in the inheritance. 
that we recei ve from our fathers; or whe- 7 
ther 
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ther we think it wiſer to look for an 


unfading crown, an ineſtimable treaſure 


in heaven, for a city that has everlaſting 


foundations, whoſe builder and maker is God. 


Could the worſt of men, even heathen 


mariners, apply with prayer and ſuppli- 


cation to them who were no gods, in their 
fearful dangers and diſtreſſes; and will 


not they who profeſs that they rejoice 
in naming the name of Cbriſt, call upon the 
Lord of heaven and earth in their ſtraits 


and perplexities, and complain unto their 


God, who preſerveth our life from deſtruc- 
tion, and crowneth us with mercy and lov- 
 ing-hindneſs? God forbid! © | 

Beſet by open enemies and outſide 


ſupercilious friends abroad, and (what 
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is far more piercing to our ſouls) unex- 
pectedly beſet by falſe brethren at home, 
how intolerable would our exiſtence be, 
if we had no one to whom we could re- 
preſent Our grievances and hardſhips? 
But we know (and it is entirely our own 
fault if we flight fo invaluable a pri- 
Vuilege) who has bidden us—be of good 
cheer, and draw nigh, in full aſſurance of 
faith, that our complaints ſhall be regarded, 
and our petitions not deſpiſed. | 
Therefore the truth of the following 
prapoſitions being unqueſtionable, that, 
as it is the property of the ſparls of fire 
to fly upwards, ſo man, by his nature and: 
condition, is born to trauble; that afflic- 
tions do not ſpring, forth ef the duſt, they 
happen 


- | 99 J 


happen not by mere chance, without any 
direction or deſign; and that whom the 
Lord loveth, be chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth 
every ſon or daughter whom he recerveth : it 
will become us to reſolve, in the multi- 
plicity of accidents which happen, in all 
the ſtorms and tempeſts which ariſe, to 
have immediate recourſe to our Father 
who is in heaven; who, as he is the 
author of bur trials, ſo we are ſure that, 
according to his promiſe, as ſoon as his 
chaſtiſements have: wrought the effect 
intended by them, he will not delay to 
prove himſelf. the author of our trueſt 
Joy, that joy which no man taketh from us. 
How long was it ere God thought fit to 
clear the innocence of Joſeph? But, 

when 
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when patience bad had ber perfect work, 
then he manifeſted his righteouſneſs as the 
light, and his juſt dealing as the noon-day: 
he releaſed him from the gloomy dun- 
geon, put all his enemies and detractors 
to perpetual ſhame, and clothed him with 
majeſty and honour. 
To the examples of ſcripture heroes 
and martyrs of different ſexes and ages, 
who boldly led the way to heaven be- 


fore us, why may we not preſume to 
add, without the leaſt apprehenſion of 
cavil and vain cenſure, the moſt inſtruc- 
tive practice of the captain of our ſalva- 
tion, who is ſaid to have been his ſelf 
made perfect through ſufferings? 
Was not his life, both early and late, 
little elſe than one continued ſcene of 


C gn 7 


devotion? But more eſpecially towards 


the tragical concluſion of it; when bis 
ſoul began to be exceedingly ſorrowful and 


very heavy, even unto death, how did this 
unblemiſhed Lamb intreat the Father, 
with what earneſtneſs and vehemence, 
'till, through exceſſfoe agony, his ſweat was, 
as it were, great drops of blood falling down 
to the ground, and there appeared an angel 
unto him from heaven, firengthening him! 
Comforted and ſupported in her mind 
and ſpirit, by ſuch illuſtrious patterns 
of piety and holineſs, this good and re- 
ligious woman, whoſe mortal remains 
now lie before us, in her manifold pains 
and ſorrows, 7 nceſſantly ſought the Lord, 
and poured out her complaints before the 


God 
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God of ber ſalvation. If the had ꝓro- 
miſed herſelf an ynchangeable courſe of 
happineb, in her matrimonial connec: 
tion, it is moſt probable ſhe found that 
- this, like other ſtates and conditions, had 
more of the diſagrecable and unpleaſant 
in its mixture than the comfort and con- 
venience which ſhe had naturally and 
reaſonably a right to expect from it. 
Hence ſhe muſt have known a moſt ſe- 
_ vere diſappointment indeed! For if ſhe 
was bleſſed with a ſweet, obliging, paci- 
fic temper and diſpoſition in herſelf, 
what could more keenly have cut her to 
the heart, than to receive cool, ungentle 
flights in return for her Ioye and affec- 
tion from him, who was bound, in duty 
and 


(- 1533 
and intereſt, to have treated her far 


we hear and know of, to render the 
married ſtate a burden of anxiety, par- 
ticularly to people in the middling and 


lower claſſes, without purpoſely betray- 
ing a ſettled ill-will and diſlike to one 


another: but that which is the moſt 
awful and important conſideration, and 
which, one would imagine, muſt: un- 
doubtedly prevail with them to uſe their 
utmoſt endeavours to avoid ſtrife and 
contention, is this, — that if they wilfully 
and maliciouſly aim to keep up differ- 
ences and quarrels between themſelves, 
miſery and torment will be their por- 


tion Io the grave, as it is too com- 
monly 


otherwiſe? Cauſes there are, more than 
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| lieve that we may venture to entertain 
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monly their own choſen lot during this 
life. It is a dreadful misfortune to 
marry with an ignorant, obſtinate fool 
on either fide, with a man or a woman, 
who will not ſubmit to be guided by 
reaſon and by ſcripture. 

Extremely hard and affecting is the 


ſeparation of thoſe who ſtrove to live the 


molt eafily and contentedly together; 


but a ſeparation, when we may have oc- 
caſion to be doubtful, whether there is 
a proſpect of the future peace and hap- 
pineſs of a wife or a huſband, muſt be 
diſtreſſing beyond our conception. 
From the general character which we 
have heard of our deceaſed ſiſter, I be- 


the 


B 


the beſt hopes of her ſoul having been 


now admitted into the preſence and the joy 
of her Lord; where the wi ched can no longer 
trouble, where the weary are at reft from 
all their labours and ſorrows, where there 


is nothing but bliſs without allay, plea- 


ſure without end. For, to the extent 
of her circumſtances and abilities, ſhe 
was generouſly humane and charitable, 
ever forward and ready to caſt in her 
mite for relieving the wants of her poor 
and unfortunate neighbours, and glad 
perſonally to attend upon and aſſiſt them, 
particularly lying- in women, whenever 
her health and ſpirits would permit. 


As therefore Chriſt has taught us to 
believe, that a cup of cold water only, 


beſtowed 
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beſtowed upon the maſt neceſſtous, for bis 


fake, ſhall in no wiſe loſe its reward; why 
is it not allowable for us to perſuade 
ourſelves, that ſhe, who was faithful in a 


narrow fortune, has been recompenſed with 
an incorruptible and eternal inheritance in 
the kingdom of God? 

The intention of funeral diſcourſes 
being not more for the praiſe and com- 


mendation of the dead, than for the 
advantage and improvement of the liv- 


ing, ſuffer me to admoniſh and exhort 


you all, in whatſoever rank and ſtation 


of life ye are, to act up to the ſeveral 
parts and duties which your Creator has 
appointed you to perform; ever prin- 


n ſeek the kingdom of God and his 


righteouſneſs, 
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righteouſneſs, and then ye ſhall never call 


without effett. Lie will, moſt» aſſuredly, 
hear you, and ye ſhall. have infinite reaſon! 
to adore and praiſe bim. For he will, by 
a moſt wonderful contrivance, fo order 
all youn difficulties and trials, (as: the 
ſeripture witneſſes he has done for thoſe: 
who. have departed this life before you in 
his faith and fear) and make them % to\ 
either end moſt comfortably here, or in 
happineſs a hundrad- fold hereafter. 

To conclude Therefore, whenſo- 


ever trouble on diſtreſs ſhall happen to 


you, be not dejected and diſcouraged, 
remembering that, / ye endure aſflictions, 
MOM f1e God 


aon the Lord and complain unto your God. 
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God dealeth with you as with ſons; but if 
ye are without chaſtiſement, then are ye 
baſtards and not ſons. For although no 
ſort of adverſity for the preſent affords 
you an opportunity for enjoying worldly | 


pleaſures, nevertheleſs, afterwards it yield- 
etb the peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs, a 
crown of glory, that fadeth not away, re- 


. in beaven for them who are exerciſed 


SERMON 
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' SERMON XVI. 


MERCY, THE ESSENTIAL PERFECTION IN GOD, 
TO BE IMITATED BY CHRISTIANS. 


A FAREWELL SERMON TO THE GOOD PEOPLE OF 
| MINCHINHAMPTON, GLOCESTERSHIRE. 


Luke vi. 36. 
BE YE THEREFORE MERCIFUL, AS YOUR FATHER 
ALSO is MERCIFUL. 


W E know that it will never be in our 


power -to arrive at this moſt exalted de- 3 


gree of perfection, and therefore, upon 
conſidering the matter rightly, ſhall per- 
ceive our bleſſed Saviour's meaning to 


be, that we ſhould endeavour. to imitate, 
cheerfully 
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cheerfully and voluntarily, this mildly 
ſhining attribute of the Deity, which 
rejoiceth agai nft judgment. However, it 
muſt be confeſſed; that this precept may 
ſeem to have ſome difficulty in it, even 
to chriſtians of the moſt improved 
growth; and that, to a mind not born 
of God, it is judged impoſſible to com- 
ply with it. But then, is there not a 
moſt preſent helper at hand, who will 
afford us ſufficient ſtrength to remove 
and overcome all our impoſſibilities? 
Until the Prince of Peace was revealed 
to mankind, none of us knew that moſt 
noble, that truly godlike generoſity of 
ſhewing mercy to our moſt bitter and 
moſt cruel enemies. And, although we 
: cannot 


[ 162 J 
cannot but know it now, ſtill men make 
it a queſtion, How ſhall we fulfil this, 


as we conceive, extraordinary (not to ſay 


unnatural) duty ? 

There is a fountain, ever clear and 
running over, at which we may drink 
freely; and when we have ſo drunk, 
our prejudices and ſtrugglings will either 
inſtantly or gradually give way. 

Do not the placid and refreſhing 
ſtreams which flow from the rock of our 
ſalvation, riſe gently upon the meads 


they were intended to purify from all 


the noxious plants that are commonly 
found in them? And does not the 
complacency which they leave in rege · 
nerated ſouls ſpread itfelf widely, in- 
3 M ſpiring 
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ſpiring us not to thirſt any more after 


the admired cuſtoms and purſuits of this 


ever-changing tranſitory ſcene? And 


are not our thoughts and affections 
thereby raiſed and entertained with con- 
templating the heroical examples ſet us 


by the ſaints, who have, through much 


oppoſition and tribulation, entered into the 
kingdom of heaven before us? 


The bleſſed goſpel is this fountain, 
which cheriſhes and qualifies converts 
for the bliſsful Eden of the new Jeruſa- 
lem. No ſooner does this water of life 
ſpring up abundantly in the ſoul, than 
the ſpirit of the inner man, like the 
flouriſhing tree in Paradiſe, begins to be 
enriched with the fruit of divine grace. 

7 LEED Here 
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Here we may quench the flames of ani- 
moſity, and revive the drooping ſpirit 
of religion. 

When our Lord was about to aſcend 
up to the Father, he moſt pathetically 
inculcated the gentle temper of love and 
peace on all who would follow and con- 
feſs him. Therefore, we are perſuaded 


that no doctrine can be more ſuitable, 


at all times, and in all places, to be re- 
commended among ourſelves, 

For what trifles indeed are our ſuffer- 
mgs, what are the calumnies, ſlanders, 
and perſecutions, that fall to our ſhare, 
in compariſon of thoſe which he, in 
whom was neither ſpot nor blemiſh, ſo 


patiently underwent for our redemp- 


M2 tion? 
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tion? And has he not forewarned us 
of the treatment we are to expect from 
infidels and libertines? Wherefore let 
us not reckon it ſtrange that the venom 

of malice and envy 1s diſcharged on us. 
It is by no means ſtrange, but it is a 
very ſtrong argument and ſupport of his 


prediction. It is alſo an evident mark, 
whereby the hateful and jealous progeny 
of Cain have been, and ever will be, 


$1 _ - diſtinguiſhed from the race of righteous 
.= Abel. 
| C 4 c Unqueſtionably it takes away from 


We 


the credit of men, who call themſelves 
ehriſtians, to betray a fondneſs for de- 
tracting from the merits of their neigh- 


ol CER mo wa xe A4..7 


j bours. And we imagine it muſt be ex- 
4s Bs + tremely 


I 


tremely bad with ſuch people; they muſt 
always be full of fears concerning a re- 
taliation; their conſciences cannot but 
be diſturbed with perpetual alarms. 
The way to eſcape all uneaſy appre- 
henſions, is to act up to the rules and 
maxims of our heavenly religion, which 
will induce us to ſpare the failings and 
faults in others, that may be, or, moſt 
probably, have been our own. And we 
need never doubt but that the ſame can- 
dour and tenderneſs we uſe towards any 
of our erring brethren, will, whenever 
we meet with ſlips and falls, be returned 
to our infirmities. 
Of ſuch a ſweet and amiable diſpoſi- 


tion was the early chriſtian Emperor 
Conſtantine, 
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Conſtantine, that he declared, rather 
than have the foibles and follies of be- 
lievers expoſed, he would cover and con- 
ceal them with his royal purple. But, 
behold what ſentiments do now prevail! 


Love and charity ſeem to be baniſhed 


out of the world; and men, blind to 
their own imperfections, rail at, and ag- 
gravate the leaſt ſtain or blot in the con- 
duct of their leſs vicious acquaintance; 
eſpecially when they diſcover ſigns of 
penitence and reformation, becauſe then 
our backbiters and malignants are apt 
to be loudeſt and ſevereſt againſt them. 
One unguarded action they multiply 
into a thouſand deformities, but the ten 
thouſand talents of their own debts and 

treſpalles, . 
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treſpaſſes, are either purpoſely caſt be- 
hind them, or artfully left out of the 
ſcale. The blameleſs qualities which 


the indiſcreet perſon may have, are like- 


wiſe ſeldom or never weighed; but all 


the allay which his foes can gather, 
1s conſtantly at hand to preponderate 
againſt the brighteſt rays which would 
be reflected from the golden balance in 
his favour. 
Even this muſt we learn to bear with- 
out ſeeking for revenge, or preſuming 
to complain. Here nature would pauſe 
for a while, deſirous of looking round 
and examining who can ſo far boaſt of 
their own unſullied reputation, as to 
have the aſſurance zo ca/t the firſt fone at 
any frail tranſgreſſor! No 
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No man living ſhall be juſtified in the 
ſight of God; and we are forbidden to 
judge one another, becauſe the Lord 
alone is the righteous, the infallible 
judge. Therefore it may not be unrea- 
ſonable to conclude, that prejudiced ad- 
verſaries are the moſt unfit men in the 
world to cenſure and condemn even the 
moſt culpable of our brethren. For 
where prejudice ſways, there can be no 
equal and fair deciſion upon the merits 
or demerits of any body. 

There is a mean ſordid ſpirit now not 
uncommon, which, in order to palliate 
our own blemiſhes and wrinkles, impels 
us to look narrowly and nicely for ſpots 
and ſtains in the moſt illuſtrious charac- 


ders 


— 
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ters of the age, which ſhine like the ſu 


in his meridian glory; but alas! the at- 
tempt becomes too painful for our eyes, 
and the curious obſervation of a few in- 
 evitable defects yields us no other grati- 
fication, than to ſee their genuine ſplen- 
dor diſplay ſtill a more envied light than 
our own dark bodies are capable of 
giving or receiving. 

Inferior minds, like the inferior pla- 
nets, we perceive, are deſtined to move 
in very contracted circles; and there- 
fore, as each of theſe celeſtial bodies con- 
duces to the beauty and harmony of our 
earthly ſyſtem, ſo may the mind of each 
individual (though ſparkling perhaps 
with but one feeble ray) move on regu- 

larly 
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larly in her own low ſphere, and ſo con- 
tribute to the good and happineſs of the 
moral and chriſtian ſyſtem. By not ex- 
tending our ambition beyond what our 
wings will bear, we may do well, and 
be able to reſt contented with the por- 
tion of wealth and wiſdom which has 
been beſtowed upon us from above; and 
the rich and wiſe may ſo manage their 
affairs, as to be upon the moſt eaſy and 
pleaſant terms together; but if the rich 
will inſult the wiſe, they ought not to 
be ſurpriſed at finding themſelves made 

the objects of contempt and ridicule. 
Amongſt our men and women of rank 
and fortune, (we can affirm it with the 
trueſt ſatisfaction) the generality are 
| bleſſings 


* 
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bleſſings and ornaments to the nation, 
we might juſtly add, and likewiſe to our 
ſpecies. Humanity and compaſſion they 
treat not as mere things, or words of 
courſe, but piouſly apply their treaſures 
to the ends for which (the ſcriptu res tell 
us) they are ſent by Providence; they 
dedicate and uſe them 70 God's honour and 


glory, although they do not ſound a trumpet 


before them, when they viſit and aſſiſt the 


hungry, the naked, the fich, and the priſoner.* 


The happineſs o of their fellow-creatures 
is what they both ſecretly and openly 
ſtudy to promote; and if their laudable 


deſigns are fruſtrated, though be waters 


may rage and ſwell, and the madneſs of the 
people be ſtirred up againſt them, their 
own integrity will be their ſecurity. 


om). 


Amidſt the infinite corruptions to 
which we are liable, it is aſtoniſhing to 
remark, how envy, calumny, ſpite, in- 
gratitude, and injuſtice, aſſume the prin- 
_ cipal controul over our wills and under- 
ſtandings; inſomuch as, frequently, not 
to allow us room for thinking and ſpeak- 
ing with candour and truth of people, 
who, we are conſcious, never merited 
any thing worſe from us, than our praiſe 
and approbation. But wherever men 
are ſo ill-diſpoſed, we may, without any 
breach of charity, conſider them as but 
nominal chriſtians; aſſuredly moral hea- 
thens are nearer the kingdom of heaven 
than they are. Multitudes, we fear, who 
are proud of acknowledging themſelves 
| members 


— 
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members of our communion, do as little 
deſerve the title they have obtained by 
baptiſm, as our church deſerves the 
name of popery for any of her ceremo- 
nies and doctrines. Thus at variance 
1s their conduct with our holy calling 
and profeſſion. 

If busy-bodtes, tale-bearers, and the like, 
will exerciſe their miſchievous, never-to- 
be-tired member, their unruly venom- 
ſpitting tongue, we would remind them 


of a time when they may intreat to no 


purpoſe for a drop of water to cool it. 

In which of the admired and cele- 
brated ancients have we leſſons of virtue, 
comparable to any that are contained 


in the New Teſtament, tbe Royal Law, 


which, 
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which, with ſupreme authority, bids us 
to love our nei gbbours as ourſelves, to do 
unto men even whatſoever we would have 
them 45 unto us; but, above all, to be 
moſt ſteadily upon our guard againſt 
forming idle conjectures, and paſſing 
haſty, raſh ſentences upon the miſcar- 
riages of others; ſince, if we are extreme 
in condemning what is done amiſs by 
them, no indulgence will be granted to 
us in the great day of account, when the 
ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be revealed! The 
implacable, and the inexorable, may 
therefore read their deſtiny in theſe moſt 
awful words, He ſhall have judgment 
without mercy, who ſhewed no mercy. 

- Should we not examine our own eye 


firſt, 


ſ wil 


firſt, before we officiouſly pretend to 
diſcern a mote in our brother's eye? 
The ſtory of the dejected proſtrate pub- 
lican, and the arrogant conceited phari- 
ſee, 1s a notable admonition to us: who, 
except the Framer and Searcher of our 
hearts, would have made this difference, 
and juſtified him only; who, peradven- 
ture, had not the moſt diſtant idea that 
God could have reſerved the leaſt cle- 
mency and favour for ſuch a ſinner? 


Men of the rareſt talents (witneſs even 


Solomon) have experienced, to their 


concern and mortification, that our wil- 
dom 1s, in too many inſtances, charge- 
able with folly; and men, renowned for 
their virtues, (witneſs the good father 
of 
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61 
of Solomon) have found, to their un- 
ſpeakable ſorrow, that our righteouſneſs 
is as a morning cloud, and, as the early 
dew, it paſſeth away. 

Therefore, as an heathen author ad- 
viſes, ſeeing it is common with huma- 
nity, in its beſt ſtate, to err, let us 
modeſtly think, that the frailties which 
we obſerve abroad, may haply, one time 
or other, by a ſudden or a laſting attack 
from our ſpiritual adverſary, be brought 
home to ourſelves. | 

The apoſtle's injunction can never be 
amiſs, —wherefore, let him who thinketh 
be lands, take heed left he fall. 

We do not, by what has been men. 
tioned juſt now, intend a vindication of 

5 . immorality 


3 

immorality in the conduct of any one: 
we only follow the directions which he, 
whoſe ſoul overflowed with love and 
lenity towards us, left in the goſpel for 
our improvement, whence we are in- 
ſtructed, never to think too favourably 
of our own faults and miſtakes in life, 
and too rigorouſly, whether of them 
who repeatedly ſin againſt God, or of 


our brethren who treſpaſs often and 


often againſt ourſelves, 
There 1s fo ſhameful, ſo ſcandalous, 


a turpitude in the nature of ſome tranſ- 


greſſions, that we cannot help expreſſing | 


our abhorrence whenever we hear them 
ſpoken of; but how much worſe would 
it be, were all reſtraint thrown off, and 
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the ſons of Belial at liberty to practiſe 
their villainies in public? 

Praiſed be the all-wiſe Author of our 
exiſtence, the depravity of the ſons of 
Adam is not ſpread ſo univerſally, but 
that there are to be found, even amonglt 
the moſt licentious characters, no incon- 
ſiderable number who are yet anxious 
to avoid being eſteemed the infamous 
and wretched outcaſts of all regular and 
ſober companies; for which reaſon they 
fly into the arms of night to execute 
their ſchemes of riot and debauchery. 
But, in their lurking places their enjoy- 
ments are not ſeldom interrupted; the 
very ſight of a child, nay, the ſmalleſt 
breeze of wind, confounds and terrifies 

them; 
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them; and why ſhould it be ſo, if God 
were not nearer to them than they would 


have him; if he were not about men's 


paths, and about their beds, and ſpied out 
all their thoughts and their ways? It is 
none but thou, O conſcience! who pur- 
ſueſt, when the wicked flee, and makeſt 
them to know, when they ſay, Dark- 


neſs ſhall cover us, their night is turned 


into day; that, to the Lord, the darkneſs 
and the light are both alike. 


This being the true ſtate of the caſe, 


ſo long as pains are taken to bury our 
underſtanding and reaſon in the graves 
of luſt and ſenſuality, we cannot like 
to entertain ſcripture notions of God, 
Chrift, and a future ſtate, How can 

N2 they 
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they chooſe to acknowledge a God of all 
purity,” with whoſe purity they aim not 
to be acquainted? How can they wiſh 
to have faith in our Mediator and Re- 
deeiner, whoſe goſpel is their averſion? 


How can they die, without longing moſt 


earneſtly never to live again, who are 
ſenſible that, if their judge has revealed 
the truth, and is omnipotent, they muſt 
be immortal ſufferers? 

Nature, (bat is, the God of free- 
thinkers) who made us, can re-make us, 
and reward us according to our fearful 
or our joyful conceptions. Unbelievers 
then ought not to boaſt and -glory in 
their abominable wickedneſs, becauſe, 

without ſtrengthening our arguments 


ech | 5 from 


from revelation, the probability is in- 
diſputably in favour of thaſe who main- 
tain, that as there are manſions of ever- 
laſting happineſs for a recompence' to 
the upright, ſo there are places of eter- 
nal miſery for a wn 
ſinners —hereafter. 

Reaſon and ſcripture being fo diy 
on the ſame ſide, who will not hearken 
and beware? Who will not ſtraightway 


abandon the multitude, that are bent 


upon their own ruin, and reſort, unto, 
thoſe who entertain better notions and 
For, as with the unwiſe 


principles? 
thou ſhalt learn fooliſhneſs, ſo with the holy 


thou ſhalt be holy, and with the juſt thou 


ſhalt learn righteouſneſs; from their con- 
| verſation 


- = 


—— wy 


22 


7 
94 
wo, 


— 
— wy - = 
2— — 6 n ARES 
n 3 dS AG. 
1 — - 


* = * 2 
= 
4 . 
— . too >. i 


* * 
„ Li... ————— — —ͤ OO — —T—PUc ——— — I 
* # -- — - 4 — — 9 — . 
- Dn ' _— mm — — — a 
— SY 


P * \ N 
$f > 4 eo en w-+So Þb- #& \ . 
5 lh 0 my 
Lo a a - = - * 
2 - - hl = 
l _— Mora _ 


7 * 
3 ——ů ů 0 
— — — — 410 
3 ** 


1 - "on * 


—— 


— 


* 4 — 
— ——— 2 


4 
| 
: 
} 
| 
: 
2 
| 
5 
i 
| 
| 


2 5 
. 


[ 182 ] 


verſation and practice thou wilt never be 
perſuaded and tempted to draw the in- 
nocent and the inexperienced into ſnares. 

When St. Paul informed his friends 


and hearers that they ſhould ſee his face no 


more, they paid the more earneſt atten- 
tion to what he then delivered to them. 
And why ſhould we deem it improbable 
that this diſcourſe will leave ſome ſer- 
viceable impreflion upon your minds? 
However, it is my principal requeſt and 


deſire, that ye will regard the things 


which are ſpoken more than him who 


; ſpeaks them to you. 


Ye know that none are ſo ſuper- 
abundantly righteous as not to need an 
exhortation to repentance: ye muſt alſo 

- have 
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| have experienced, that men in general 
are not ſo extraordinarily incredulous, 
but that their ears are as well entertained 
at leaſt with an evil, as with a good report 
of our actions. Will it be impertinent 
to aſk, whether this curious, vain hu- 
mour, in ſifting and ſacrificing reputa- 
tion, is not encouraged and gratified for 
want of ſenſe enough to ſupply a fitter 
ſubject, during the tedious hours ſpent 
in modiſh faſhionable viſits? And alſo, 
where 1s the heinous injuſtice to ſuſpect 
that people, who delight in ſuch a pas- 
time, have no qualities whatſoever de- 
ſerving praiſe in themſelves, and there- 
fore are of one accord, and of one mind, 


that, as far as their influence reaches, 11 
all Wil 
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all ſuperior merit ſhall be blackened and 
defamed. | 
Suppoſing that there are ſome who 
have greater degrees of perfection than 
others, notwithſtanding, who will dare 
to truſt in their own righteouſneſs? 
Although we had the perfection of Job, 
it would be leſs than what God requires 


of us; it might be pleaſant and profitable 


to ourſelves, as external members of the 
church militant here on earth, but it is 
only through faith in Tus LoxD ou 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, that we have power to 
become the ſons of God, and ſpiritual mem- 
bers of the church triumphant in heaven. 

St. Peter's ſelf-confidence, which ex- 
poſed him to ſo terrible a lapſe, may 


\ ſerve, 
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ſerve, amongſt an infinite number of 
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proofs, to convince us, how dangerous, 
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how imprudent a thing it is, to reſt 
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upon the ſecurity of our own reſolutions; 
and moreover, how abſolutely neceſſary 
a buſineſs it 15 to know and underſtand 
ourſclves, that, from a thorough inſight 
into our own particular weakneſs and 
guilt, (too viſible for any veil to hide 
from the eye of conſcience) we may be 
taught the reaſonableneſs of compaſſion- 
ating the ignorant, and them who are out 
of the way, for that we ourſelves alſo are 
compaſſed with jnfirmity. As, having been 
touched with contrition and remorſe by 
grace, inſpired from above, the apoſtle 
wept bitterly, and was ſo far accepted, 
that 
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that he had the important charge of 
Chriſt's flock committed to his care and 
inſpection; that he might nouriſh them 
with the bread of heaven, and lead them 
forth befide the waters of comfort: ſo may 
we, by the ſpirit moving our hearts to 
repentance, obtain reconciliation, and be 
made inſtruments of converting many 
to evangelical truth and wiſdom by our 
admonition and example. | 
The violent Saul (one born out of due 
time, as he ſtiles himſelf) who perſecuted 
the church, even unto the death, ſearching 


for, and killing, the diſciples of Feſus, not 


only in Jeruſalem, but alſo in remote 
and firange cities, miraculouſly became 
@ choſen witneſs to 4% men of that very 
? faith 
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faith which he had fo outrageouſly ex- 


erted his utmoſt efforts to eradicate. 
The Son of God, who raiſed the dead, 
and went about doing all kind of good, 
is both able and willing, out of very 
ſtones, (that is, out of them whoſe faces 
are harder than rocks) to raiſe up children 
to Abraham | 
For this once then, my moſt loving 
and moſt dearly beloved brethren! I be- 
ſeech you, deign to be perſuaded by me. 
Bid adieu to all ſtrife and contention; 
take heed to your ways, that ye offend not in 


your tongues; keep ſilence, not from good, 


but from evil words; be not implacable 
and inexorable, but be merciful as your 
Father alſo is merciful, There was a 
| = king 
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king who forgave one of his ſervants a 
debt of ten thouſand talents; but ſo faint 
an impreſſion, did that king's unſpeak- 
able goodneſs make upon the unfeeling 
wretch, that he was no ſooner releaſed, 
than he puniſhed a fellow-ſervant imme- 


diately after for the trifling ſum of an 


bundred pence. The fame of this ſo in- 


cenſed and provoked the king, that he 
delivered the brute over to the tormentors. 

This king, this patient creditor, is 
God; who will impute no fins to us, if 


our compunction and ſorrow for them 


be ſincere, and we are inclined to com- 


ply with his terms and conditions: and 


this moſt inconſiderate debtor is the very 


picture of mankind in general, who can 
N intreat 


. 
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intreat to be forgiven themſelves, but 
are ſo unrelenting as not to forgive the 


few injuries (in compariſon) which 


they receive from their fellow-ſervants. 


Therefore, with the ſame meaſure we deal 1 


to others, ſhall it be meaſured to us again. Ni 

Whoſoever then would attain, as far 5 ji 
as poſſible, to the perfection of God's 1 | 
mercy and compaſſion, muſt ſet their wht 


hearts and affections upon the ineſtima- 
ble reward promiſed to us in heaven; i 14 
they muſt prove the purity of their faith [ 
by the excellency of their works, more | 


eſpecially by benevolence and benefi- 


cence. Their eſteem and their love will | | 
| CAT ; . = 
then be reciprocal, there will be no com- | 


plaining, no murmuring in their ſtreets; wh 
the Ul 
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the voice of contentment and unity, the 
ſweeteſt melody and harmony, which is 
the fruit of peace and Joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, will animate every breaſt to the 
purſuit of thoſe virtues, which, if prac- 
tiſed, will render ſociety upon earth like 
to that of the angels in heaven. | 
And now, brethren, ſince the limits 


of diſcourſing remind me that it is time 


to draw towards a concluſion, methinks, 
upon this occaſion, when my important 
truſt here will quickly be reſigned, the 
mutual affection which has ſo long ſub- 
ſiſted between the officiating miniſter, 
and the greateſt and worthieſt part of 
our congregation, will bear him out, if, 
in his laſt words to you from this pul- 

pit, 


1 291 J 
pit, he uſes a boldneſs not unbecoming 
the paſtoral office. 

With infinite concern and grief I 
ſpeak it, to ſome he has appeared a 
ſtranger indeed ! How have the thought- 
leſs and the irreligious polluted the ſab- 
bath, rather than come to church! How 
have they found leiſure, by frequenting 
ale-houſes, and purſuing courſes which 
it would ſhock him to mention! I ſay, 
how have they found leiſure to break 
God's moſt holy commandments! But, 
for all theſe offences, they ſhall not 


eſcape the terrors of the Lord in the day of 


judgment. 
To ſuch as never appear at public 
worſhip, all perſuaſions from hence muſt 
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be deemed uſeleſs. To all who rejoice 
to enter the courts of the Lord's houſe, 
my exhortation 1s, to remember, and 
molt ſeriouſly ro meditate upon, the 
parable of the ſower, in the 13th chap- 


ter of St. Matthew, that, by the grace 
of God, the ſeed of the chriſtian dofrine 
may fall into good ground, be deeply and 
flrongly rooted in thetr minds, ſo as to bring 
Forth fruit, ſome an hundred: fold, ſome fixty- 
Feld, and ſome thirty-fold. 

If my weak, though cheerful en- 
deavours, have in any degree contributed 
to that moſt happy, moſt deſirable end, 


the reformation of your manners and 
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tempers; if they have contributed to- 
wards raiſing your thoughts and long- 
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ings from terreſtrial to celeſtial objects, 
I would not have you aſcribe it to the 
power and influence of my ſcanty and 
ſhort- ſighted knowledge, as if that could 
have occaſioned ſo mighty, ſo wonderful 
a change in your ſouls; but to the im- 
preſſions of the inviſible, though omni- 
preſent ſpirit, in whom even the meaneſt 
peaſants, as well as the moſt glorious 
monarchs, may emphatically be pro- 
nounced to live, move, and have their being. 
Is not this voice always ſounding in every 
diligent faithful miniſter's ear? Nay, is 
it not always urging itſelf upon his con- 
ſcience Simon, ſon of Jonas, loveſt thou 
me more than theſe? Feed my lambs. Simon, 
ſon of Jonas, loveft thou me? Feed my ſheep. 
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To him from whom no ſecrets can 
be hid, to him it is perfectly known 
who is the moſt approved ſhepherd. To 
him alone all the honour, all the praiſe, 
of our ſucceſsful labours can be due, not 
unto us, his inſtruments, v preach not 
ourſelves, but Chrift Jeſus the Lord, the 
Saviour and Redeemer of the rich and 
the poor, the wiſe and the ignorant, 
where ignorance is not abſolutely wilful. 

When I am finally gone from you, bre- 
thren, it will afford my mind the ſweeteſt 
conſolation, in its retired thoughts, to 
recolle&, that, as we had lived together, 
ſo we parted, (for the generality, I am 
perſuaded) in peace, love, and charity. 
Be aſſured, that not a kindneſs which I 

| have 
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have received from any of you ſhall ever 


be forgotten; not an injury that any of 


you did me-ſhall ever be remembered 


with reyengeful acrimony. In this com- 


placent and eaſy temper, my heart over- 
flowing with the ſincereſt wiſhes for 
your temporal and eternal happineſs, I 
bid you—farewel/! If ſometimes you 
thought me remiſs, doubtleſs you made 


allowance, for ſickneſſes, infirmities, and 


inevitable avocations. If you wondered 
at my undertaking an additional church, 
the reaſon for ſo doing was not inad- 
miſſible, viz. the want of a larger provi- 
fion—not to reduce me to that neceſlity. 
Hardſhips and diſappointments of this 


nature are common to thoſe of our pro- 
o 2 | feſſion, 
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feſſion, who purchaſe knowledge at the 
| deareſt, and often are obliged to let it 
out at the cheapeſt, rate. 
But not to digreſs any farther. Now, 
O daughter of Sion, into his hands who hath 
called me to miniſter to the ſheep of his pas- 
ture, I recommend your ſpirits, begging 
him to renew and confirm you in all 
virtue and goodneſs. He who gave bis 
fleſh for the life of the world, is moſt able, 
and always diſpoſed, to nouriſh and ſup- 
port your ſouls with that bread which 
(imperceptibly, as it were) deſcends from 
heaven, of which, whoſoever eateth (that 
is, conſiders its ſpiritual ſignification 
and uſe) he ſhall live for ever. He who 
voluntarily ſhed his own moſt precious blood, 


* 


to 


E 


to waſh away the ſtains of our dege- 


neracy and corruption, ill give you to 
drink of that brook in the way which will 
cleanſe you from all fin and guilt, and be in 
you a fountain of inexhauſtible delights. 

A great deal depends upon your con- 
duct at this time; wherefore be intreated 


not to hold any partial or fond opinion 


of me, as if no other could give you 
ſound and wholſome doctrine. My am- 
bition is fully gratified in the ſatisfac- 
tion which it affords me, to find, that 
the conſcientious and devout part of 
my audience are ready to acknowledge 
that I have done my duty by you to the 
utmoſt of my power. 

Againſt him who holds the chief au- 
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thority in this portion of Chriſt's vine- | 
yard among you, and him who is to 
ſucceed me as a fellow-labourer herein, 
by all means avoid ſhewin g the leaſt pre- 
judice, that ye may preſerve the order 
and unity of the church, and at once 
ſecure the peace of the public, and that 
of your own conſciences. Although Paul 
planteth, and Apollos watereth, till it is 
God only who giveth the increaſe. Behold! 
| how beautiful are the feet of every meſſenger 
who bringeth good tidings, who publiſheth 
peace, who bringeth glad tidings of good, 

who publiſheth ſalvation. 
May the Lord of heaven and earth 
reward many of you for the kindneſſes 
which ye have repeatedly ſhewn to me 
| and 


* 
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and my family, both to the dead and to the 
living, avith that peace which the world can | ly 
neither give you, nor take away from you! q 
May he continually infuſe his grace into 
your hearts, and lead you at length to | i 
the conſummation of all happineſs to be 
enjoyed in that everlaſting city, a city which 
bath foundations, whoſe builder and maker 
1s God! I am ſure, we poor pilgrims and 
ftrangers upon earth have nothing more 
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glorious to wiſh, we have nothing more ll 
excellent to obtain. it | i 
In a word: Be perfect, be of dl com- f q | 
fort, be of one mind, live in peace, and the 1008 
1 


God of love, and peace, and mercy, ſhall be 


with you. 
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SERMON XVII 


LET THE DETRACTORS AND VILIFIERS OF 
ALL GOSPEL MINISTERS REMEMBER 
THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 


—C— 
1 Cor iv. 5. 


AND THEN SHALL EVERY MAN HAVE PRAISE 
OF GOD. 


Thar, by ſome, the miniſters of Chriſt 
are ſtill eſteemed no better than preachers 
of heathen morality, and, by others, 


called puritans and enthuſiaſts, is, if we 
conſider the vanity of the former, and 


the infidelity of the latter complaining 
ſpirits, no wonder, in theſe corrupt 
times; for every fool will be giving his 
opinion, 
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opinion, and finding fault, particularly 
with the defence of the articles of our 
faith, and other religious affairs, which 
he ſeems leaſt of all to underſtand. 
Now, if the miniſters of Chriſt, who 
are your preſent inſtructors, preach only 
heathen morality, our bleſſed Saviour, as 
well as they, muſt come under the cen- 
ſure of being a legal preacher; becauſe 


it is well known, that he commands all 


his diſciples to perform their duty to 
God, and their neighbour, if they hope 
to be ſaved by his precious merits. On 
the other hand, if ye deſpiſe and ridicule 
your teachers, as puritans and enthu- 
ſiaſts, becauſe they exhort you to look 
up to Chriſt only for eternal redemp- 

tion, 
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tion, ye condemn the holy Trinity at 
once for having graciouſly and wonder- 
fully eſtabliſhed this method or condi- 


tion of our pardon and reconciliation 
with God. 


you which is ſpoken of in the prophets, 
Behold, ye deſpiſers, and wonder, and periſh; 
for I work a work in your days, a work 
which ye ſhall in no wiſe believe, though a 
man declare it unto you. 80 fickle and 
capricious are the humours and paſſions 
even of thoſe who affect to believe and 
extol the chriſtian religion, that unleſs 
they can be inſtructed juſt in the man- 
ner which themſelves like, both the wiſeſt 
and moſt godly miniſters are diſreliſhed 


by 


Beware, therefore, leſt that come upon 
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by them. This man thinks that he can- 
not hear any but an extempore preacher 
with profit and advantage to his ſoul; 
but another man will ſcorn your extem- 
pore preacher, becauſe, he conceives, 
that the greateſt part of his diſcourſe is 
a tedious, rude, indigeſted heap of words, 
without any clear meaning and connec- 
tion; therefore he chooſes to follow a 
book-preacher, while he ſpeaks agreeably 
to his own ſentiments, and neither too 
ſorely wounds his conſcience, nor too 
deeply draws out of his purſe. 

Between theſe admirers of Paul, and 
of Apollos, it very unfortunately turns 
out, that the moſt ſeaſonable and whole- 
| ſome doctrines, both of the extempore 
preacher, 
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preacher, and the book-preacher, are of 


no uſe and ſervice to chriſtians in general, 


Let the rightly ordained miniſters of 
Chriſt admoniſh you in what form they 
will, whether with or without a book, 


if ye frequent the ſacred ordinances 
with fervent and pure deſires to learn 


the way to heaven, ye may firmly de- 
pend upon leaving the church with com- 
fortable edification. | 

The. diffidence of many miniſters is 
ſo great, that notwithſtanding all their 
piety, learning, and wiſdom, they can- 
not bring themſelves to preach the word 


extempore, as it 1s the cuſtom with many 
to do. But although they are not en- 


dued with ſuch courage, ſtill this hinders 
them 
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them not from ſpeaking the word, after 
their unaffected way, with all boldneſs, 
when the occaſion requires it. 

Every man (St. Paul acquaints you, 
in 1 Cor. vii. 7.) hath his proper gift of 
God; and (Ephes. iv. 7.) that anto every 


one of us is given grace, according to the 
meaſure of the gift of Chriſt, Whatſo- 
ever miniſters then neglect not, by read- 
ing and meditation, to ſtir up the gift 
which is in each of them; but, as every 
man hath received the gift, ſo they miniſter 
it one to another, as good ſtewards of the 
manifold grace of God, (according to St. 
Peter's exhortation in his 1ſt Epiſt. iv.. 
10.) are to be accounted of, reverenced, 
and liſtened to without partiality. But 
It 
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it may be aſked here, how ſhall we be- 


have ourſelves, if we perceive our mi- 
niſters to be guilty of failings and infir- 
mities? I would anſwer, exactly as the 
whole world was obliged to do, under 
the miniſtry of the apoſtles, who ſhewed, 
now and then, and in a remarkable man- 
ner, that they were men ſubject to like 


paſſions as we are. The very apoſtles 


then were ſometimes greatly to blame: 
yes, and ſtill were reſtored to God's fa- 
vour, by repenting of and forſaking 
their ſins. In many things we offend all, 
as it 1s juſtly obſerved in St. James iii. 
2. And there is but one way for us all 
(both miniſters and people) to obtain 
forgiveneſs, even the ſame by which the 
apoſtles obtained it. We 
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We do not appear to be ſenſible enough 
of the goodneſs of our heavenly Father 


and loving Redeemer, in having ap- 
pointed men, of like paſſions with our- 
ſelves, to be our guides and inſtructors; 
who, when they were converted and re- 
formed, might, from their own experi- 
ence of God's compaſſion towards them, 
both comfort and ſtrengthen every weep- 
ing penitent. Men thou art converted, 
(faid our bleſſed Lord to St. Peter) 
Rirengthen thy brethren, Tell them the 
ſorrow of mind which thou didſt feel 
for thy fins, and the joy of thine heart 
which did follow upon. thy repentance. 
Cheriſh them tenderly in all their trouble 
for their offences, and pray for them, 


that 
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that their faith may be ſupported, as I 
have now prayed for thee, that thy faith 
may not fail. Had not Chriſt taken 
our nature upon him, (ſin excepted) he 
might indeed have been our judge; but 
could he have been to us a merciful high 
prieſt, touched with the feeling of our infir- 
mities? as it is expreſſed in Heb. iv. 15. 
From the three laſt verſes of the 2d chap- 
ter, we may venture to conclude that he 
could not. For verily (faith the apoſtle) 
he took not on him the nature of angels; but 
he took on him the ſeed of Abraham. Where- 
fore in all things it behoved him to be made 
like unto his brethren ; that he might be 4 
merciful and faithful bigh-prieft, in things 
pertaining to God, to make reconciliation 
VOL, 11. P for 
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for the fins of the people. For in that be 
himſelf hath ſuffered, being tempted, he ts 
able to ſuccour them that are tempted. 
There is a time, both ſurely and quickly 
| approaching, when a very great dis- 
tinction will be made, and an eternal 
ſeparation ſhall take place, between all 
honeſt faithful paſtors, and them who 
ſought the office to teach, not of any mo- 
tion of the Holy Ghoſt as they 'pretended, 
but merely for preferment and filthy 
lucre's ſake. 
But before this time of ſifting and 
ſeparating the wheat from the chaff 


amongſt miniſters comes, it 1s not only 
indecent, but we are ſtrictly forbidden, 
to make ourſelves their judges,—as we 

| may 
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may infer from the former part of the 
' verſe whence my text is taken. 

Of theſe men, as well as of others, it 
is God only who is and can be the proper, 
becauſe he only is the righteous judge ; 
and becauſe. he is the ſole Knower and 
Searcher of all hearts, and perfectly ac- 
quainted with the reaſons and motives 
of all actions. But to call God's mini- 
ſters deceivers, hypocrites, and wolves in 
ſheep's clothing, becauſe in this and 
that reſpect a word or an action of theirs 
is not agreeable to our notions, is into- 
lerable preſumption. Thou ſhalt worſhip 
the Lord thy. God, and him only ſhalt thou 
ſerve. Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 

with all thine heart, and with all thy ſoul, 
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and with all thy mind : and thy neighbour 
as thyſelf. M bal ſoever ye would that men 
ſhould do unto you, even ſo do unto them. 
Theſe, and ſuch like, are not only pre- 
cepts of the law, but incontrovertibly of 
the goſpel too. And (whether it is be- 
| lieved or not) muſt be fulfilled by us 
otherwiſe we have no ſign of our new- 
birth ; and if we have no fign thereof, 
by having theſe fruits to prove it, (for 
the tree is known by its fruit) it is in 
vain for any of us to name the name of 
Chriſt, and think that he will be to us a 
faviour. Let every. one that nameth the 
name of Chrift, depart from iniquity. A 
- plainer truth in the everlaſting goſpel 
cannot be found than this, that no un- 
1 25 godly, 
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godly, uncharitable, and unjuſt perſon 
(who hates to be reclaimed) ſhall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven. As in 
Adam we all die, (ſuch a fatal and wide- - 
ſpreading infection was there in his wil- 
ful fin) even % in Jeſus Chriſt we are all 
made alive again, (ſuch an happy, exten- 
ſive, and powerful influence there is in 
his meritorious righteouſneſs) none will 
have the face, I truſt, to deny, is heartily 
inculcated by your miniſters, who are 
not aſhamed of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
whatever their falſe brethren, and their 
other contentious enemies, have malici- 
ouſly infinuated againſt them. They 
ſet before you life and death, bleſſing and 
curfing, and labour to perſuade you, that 
We 7 by 
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by diligently applying the means of 
grace in this accepted time, in this day of 

ſalvation, ye would chuſe life; that ye 
would go, weary and heavy laden as ye are 
with original, and actual corruption, to 

your inviting Saviour, who hath promi- 

ſed to refreſh you. But, if ye will not go 
unto him, that ye may have life, re- 
member that your miniſters are free 
from the blood of you all ; and do not 
(I beſeech you) fancy that any errors 
which they may fall into, (for what man 
is there who liveth, and finneth not?) 
will be your juſtification. Mo art thou 
that (in this caſe) judgeſt another man's 
ſervant? To his own maſter he flandeth 
or falleth, And ye ſhould likewiſe con- 
ſtantly 
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ſtantly bear this in mind, that ae preach 


not ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; 
and ourſelves- your ſervants only for his 
ſake. | 

As ye would, moſt undoubtedly, wiſh 
to be judged by the general courſe and 
tenor of your lives, certainly it be- 
comes you to judge of your miniſters' 


lives (if ye will be their judges) by the 


ſame equitable rule. The penitent pa- 
triarchs, prophets, apoſtles, martyrs, and 
ſpirits of juſt men made perfect by the 
blood of the Lamb flain from the foundation 
of the world, (fo ſtiled Rev. xiii. 8.) are 
now in heaven. There have they had 


praiſe of God; and there ſhall we (both 


paſtors and flocks) meet together, and 
have 
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have the ſame glorious reward; if, in 
this preſent world, we are merciful to 
one another, as our Father, who is in 
beaven, is merciful to us. Let us hence- 
forth then drop that extremely hate- 
ful cuſtom (ſo contrary to our chriſtian 
profeſſion) of glorying in, or condemn- 
ing our paſtors and teachers, when they 
would have us build our hopes of hea- 
ven upon faith in Chriſt, as the apoſtle 
Paul in every one of his epiſtles : or to 
ſhew our faith in Chriſt (as St. James 
teaches in his epiſtle) by our works. To 
build our hopes therefore of heaven up- 
on faith in Chriſt, is not puritaniſm, but 
pure chriſtianity: and to ſhew our faith 

by our works, 1s not legal, but true 
evangelical 
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evangelical preaching. Therefore, whe- 
ther our good biſhops and induſtrious 
paſtors preach unto you chriſtian faith, 
or chriſtian practice, be fully perſuaded 
that neither by that, nor by. this, can 
we merit heaven. Ye believe in God, be- 
lieve alſo in me; and if ye love me, keep 
my commandments. B ut notwithſtanding, 
when ye have performed theſe neceſſary 
duties, ſay, we are unprofitable ſervants— 
are, we muſt indeed own, the words of 
Chriſt himſelf. So that, if ye are ſaved, it 
is not by faith, and it's works, but by the 
grace of God through faith. And what 
this grace of God is, we need ſcarcely 
tell you; it is ſo commonly known to 
all chriſtians to. be the goodneſs and 

5 mercy 
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mercy of God in ſending his only-begotten 
Son into the world, tn be born, and die for 
us finners. Thus we preach, and thus 
ye profeſs to believe. And if we, and you, 
throughout the general courſe of our 
lives, obey Chriſt's laws, as well as fay 
that we believe in his name, we ſhall 
without the leaſt doubt, in the laſt day, 
have praiſe of God, and reign with 
Chriſt in bliſs for ever. Therefore wait 
for this day of enquiry and diſcovery, 
when ye ſhall not fail of knowing who 
were the faithful ſhepherds, that left 
all other profeſſions really for the ſake 
of following Chriſt; who became mini- 
ſters with the view only of honours and 


promotions in the church; and who 
ſtole 
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ſtole (as it were) into orders, when, for 
want of virtue or capacity, none of the 
civil profeſſions would deign to receive 
them. Wait but for this day, and then 
all theſe things, which are now hidden, 
ſhall be revealed: theſe ſecrets of their 
hearts ſhall be diſcovered; and then, as 
it is in Dan. xii. 2, 3, ſome (that we now 
little think of) ſhall awake to everlaſting 
life, and ſome ſhall awake to ſhame and 
everlaſting contempt. And they that be 
wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the fir- 
mament ; and they that convert many to 
righteouſneſs, as the ſtars, for ever and ever. 


6 O Loxrp, who ſearcheſt us out and 
knoweſt us, who knoweſt our down-ſit- 


ting 
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ting and our upriſing, and underftandeſt 
our thoughts long before; who art about 
our paths and about our beds, and ſpieſt 
out all our ways; of thy great goodneſs 
and mercy, be pleaſed to open our un- 
_ derſtandings, that we may fo far under- 
ſtand the ſcriptures and myſteries of thy 
holy religion, as to be able rightly to 
diſcern and follow thoſe only who are 
the faithful and upright preachers of 
thy bleſſed goſpel. O graciouſly inſpire 
uswith the knowledge of the things that 
belong to our peace, and a diſpoſition 
to promote the happineſs and proſperity 
of our church, our ſovereign and his 
kingdoms, and to defeat, nay, to prevent 
the artful and malicious deſigns and ſtra- 
tagems 
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tagems of all our enemies. Let thy 
prieſts be clothed with righteouſneſs; 1 
let thy ſaints rejoice and ſing. Let our | 
integrity be made clear as the light, and 
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thou our glory, and our praiſe, from this * 
. | | 1 
time forth for evermore, through the 494 


merits of thy only-begotten Son, our 1 
Lord and Saviour jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
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SERMON XVIII. 


PREACHED FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE BLUE-SCHOOL, 
WOTTON-UNDEREDGE, 


Men who poſſeſs the Treaſures of a good Heart, are 
conſtant Benefactors to the deſerving Poor. 


Matth. vi. 19, 20, 21. 


LAY NOT UP FOR YOURSELVES TREASURES UPON 
EARTH, WHERE MOTH AND RUST por coR- 
RUPT, AND WHERE THIEVES BREAK THROUGH 
AND STEAL. BUT LAY UP FOR YOURSELVES TREA- 
SURES IN HEAVEN, WHERE NEITHER MOTH NOR 
RUST DOTH CORRUPT, AND WHERE THIEVES DO 
NOT BREAK THROUGH NOR STEAL. FOR WHERP 
YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE WILL YOUR HEART 
BE ALSO, 


Tas bieſſed Jeſus, having acquainted 
us, how we may be the children of our 


Father which is in heaven, in the latter 


part 
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part of the foregoing chapter, where he 
deſcribes him as graciouſly making his 

| fun to riſe on the evil and on the good, and 
ſending rain on the juſt and on the unj uſt ; 
commands his diſciples, in this chapter, 
in what manner they ſhould perform 
their works of piety and beneficence, and 


provide for their well-being in eternity, 
With reſpect to their private devoti- 
ons and charities, he bids them not to 
| boaſt of, and proclaim them, by ſounding 
a trumpet before them, like hypocrites, that 
they may have glory and praiſe of men. 
When thou doeft thine alms, or when thou 
| ö prayeſt, or faſteſt, ſays our Lord, do theſe 
| things in ſecret, without ſhewing and talk- 
ing loudly of them; and thy Father which 
| | ſeeth 


i | azz J 
feeth in ſecret, knowing thy pureſt mo- 
tives, ſhall reward thee openly. When the 
ſon of man ſhall come in bis glory, and all the 
holy angels with bim, and be ſhall fit upon 
the throne of his glory to judge all nations; 
then all thy now hidden graces and vir- 


tues ſhall be proclaimed, and recom- 
penſed in the ſight of the whole world. 
With reſpect to thoſe religious and good 
actions, which cannot well be concealed 
from the eye of the world, ſuch as wor- 
ſhipping and ſerving the Lord our God 
in his houſe of prayer, and founding 
and promoting public charities, eſpeci- 
ally ſuch as manifeſtly tend to convert 
finners from the error of their ways, and 


fave their foul from death; Chriſt has in- 
VOL, 11, oY ſtructed 
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ſtructed us here, to let our light ſo ſhine, 
unſtained by vanityand oftentation before 
men, like the light in a clear and ſerene ſky, 
that they may be pleaſed witneſſes of our 
good works, and glorify our Father which ts 
in heaven. Whoſoever carefully and ſeri- 
_ ouſly conſiders theſe, and the like pre - 
cepts, given us by our Saviour, who 
came 70 deliver bis people from their 
. fins, to be a phyfictan not to the whole, but 
to the ſich, and declares that it is more 
Bleſſed to give than to receive, will, doubt- 
leſs, ſo labour to keep them, as to be al- 
ways upon his watch and guard how he 
may beſt fulfil them : diſplaying by this 
excellent conduct how unfeignedly he 
loves his Saviour, and that his heart is 


ſet u pon zreaſures in heaven. 


* 
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From the words of the text, I ſhall ; 
take occaſion to coniider 
. The ineſtimable worth of the 
treaſure which Chriſt commands us to 
lay up, and fix our hearts upon. 
2dly. The neceſſity of having this 
treaſure in our poſſeſſion. 
34ly. The extenſive benefit and uſe of 
employing it to the good and n 
of mankind. 
4thly, and /aftly, I ſhall conclude with 
an application ſuitable to the good de- 
ſign and purpoſe of this ſolemn meeting. 
1/. The ineſtimable worth of this 
treaſure, which Chriſt would have us lay 
up, and fix our hearts upon, in compa- 
riſon of which the fineſt gold, and moſt 
e2 brilliant 


J 


Ch 
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brilliant diamonds, loſe all their value, 
muſt appear from hence, that it is not 


an earthly, but a heavenly treaſure. 


I ſhould imagine that every one Who 
believes there is a God, and acknow- 
ledges Jeſus Chriſt to be his only begotten 
Son, the brightneſs of his glory, and the ex- 
preſs image of his perſon, by whom he made 
the worlds, and whom all the angels of God 
are commanded to worſhip ; I ſay, I ſhould 


imagine that every one, of this belief 


and perſuaſion, will grant that theſe di- 
vine perſons muſt neceſlarily be able to 
determine the real worth and excellence 
of all things. 

Now, in reading the Old or the New 


| Teſtament, thoſe writings worthy of our 


greateſt 
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greateſt account, becauſe they will make 
us wiſe unto ſalvation, —where doſt thou, 
who eſteemeſt people more for their 
worldly riches and honours than their 
delight in goodneſs and truth, meet with 
any paſſage that informs thee, God and 
Chriſt approve and chooſe men for their 
temporal greatneſs and proſperity? The 
various inſtances of perſons whom they 
have vouchſafed to diſtinguiſh with pe- 
culiar tokens of their regard, will (if 
thou firmly believeſt the holy ſcripture) 
convince thee perfectly, that nothing but 
faith, accompanied with all manner of 
good works, recommended them to the 
divine love and favour. Why had the 
Lord reſpect unto Abel, and his offering, 


but 
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but unto Cain and his offering had he 
not reſpect ? Becauſe Cain's works were 
evil, and Abel's righteous. Why was it 
Enoch's happy lot to be tranſlated to 

heaven, that he ſhould not ſee death ? Be- 
cauſe, before his tranſlation, he had this 
teſtimony, that be walked with, and pleaſed 
God. Why did Noah and his family 
find ſuch grace in the eyes of the Lord, 
as to be preſerved when the reſt of the 
world was drowned? ' Becauſe he had the 
righteouſneſs which is by faith, and brought 
forth the goed fruits of faith. Why was 
Abraham diſtinguiſhed by ſuch extraor- 
dinary marks of God's love and friend- 
- ſhip? Becauſe he looked for a city which 
hath foundations, whoſe builder and maker 


13 
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js Cod. And the Lord was pleaſed to ſay 
of Abraham, I know him, that he will com- 
mand his children, and his houſehold after 

bim, and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, | 
to do juſtice and judgment; that the Lord . 1 
may bring upon Abraham that which be hath | 
ſpoken of him. Why was Moſes fo aſto- 1 
niſhingly preſerved, and brought up by | 
Pharaoh's daughter? Even becauſe the 17 
Lord foreknew that he would be a man 1 9 
of eminent faith and goodneſs, worthy 4 , 
to become the prophet and leader of | 
his people. : FIR 
Theſe inſtances may ſuffice out of 
the Old, I ſhall therefore now produce 
a few exxamples from the New Teſta- 
ment, 


Strong 
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Strong proofs are here likewiſe 
afforded us, whereby we may diſcern 
between the r:ghteous and the wicked ; 
between him that ſerveth God, and him 
that ſerveth him not. Whether the 
prieſt, the Levite, or the Samaritan, 

had the moſt generous, feeling ſenſe of 
the wounded traveller's condition ; and 
which of them beſt knew and practiſed 
the two great commandments of loving God, 
and our neighbour, it was no difficult 

matter for the lawyer, after Chriſt's re- 
preſentation of the caſe, to determine. 

As the tree is certainly known by it's 

fruit, ſo the amiable diſpoſition of this 
Samaritan was clearly diſcovered by the 
relief which he ſo readily afforded to a 


diſtreſſed 


— 


[ 233 ] 
_ diſtreſſed enemy. And how high an 
opinion our Lord, who perfectly knew 


what is in man, had of this humane 
action, 1s exceedingly plain from the 


manner of his introducing the account” 
of it, from his recommending it to the 
| lawyer's imitation; but, above all, from 
his ordering it to be publiſhed to the 
perpetual praiſe of the Samaritan. It 
was not then for the conſiderable for- 
tune, which, moſt probably, he enjoyed, 
but for the vaſt ſervices which he actu- 
ally did with it, that we find, and ages 
yet unborn will find, his name exalted 
with honour, whereſoever Chriſt's goſpel 
is, and ſhall be, preached throughout the 

whole world, 
We 
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We learn, in another paſſage of the 
goſpel, that our Saviour was induced to 


viſit Zaccheus,—not becauſe he was a 
rich publican, but becauſe he perceived 
in him the habits of mercy and juſtice : 
of mercy, in that he beſtowed the half 
of his goods upon the poor ; of juſtice, 
in that, if he had injured or defrauded 
any man, he reſtored him fourfold. For 
which Chriſt told him this joyful news; 
that this day of their meeting, ever worthy 
tobe noted and remembered by Zaccheus, 
ſalvation was come to his houſe, forasmuch 
1 as be proved himſelf to be a fon of Abraham. 
| Somewhat farther on we have the 
character of one Tabitha, or Dorcas, a 
woman that was full of good works and 

almſdeeds, 
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almſdeeds, while ſhe lived ; and of whom 
it was particularly mentioned to the 
apoſtle St. Peter, by the weeping widows 
which ſtood by and ſhewed him her 
bounties, when he came at her friend's 
requeſt, in hopes of raiſing her from the 
dead, that ſhe uſed to employ her wealth 
and time, not in expenſive, vain diverſi- 
ons, but in making coats and garments (as 
it ſhould ſeem) for themſelves and their 
helpleſs families. And it pleaſed the 
Lord, at the prayers of his apoſtle, to 
reſtore this pious and charitable woman 
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again, for the comfort and refreſhment 


of the ſaints and widows. 
This pattern of piety and compaſſion 
in one excellent woman, ſhews that the 
female 
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female ſex, whoſe nature 1s capable of 
the beſt impreſſions, are as apt to follow 
as to admire that which is good. And 
I will be bold to ſay, that the miracle 
wrought in her behalf is no ſmall en- 
couragement for the richeſt, the greateſt, 
and moſt honourable chriſtian women, 
to go and do likewiſe. 

Next to bis, as a farther, though not 
a better argument, to confirm the ineſti- 
mable worth of the treaſure of a good 
heart, let us conſider the kind accept- 
ance which the continual prayers and 
alms of Cornelius, the devout gentile, 
met with at the throne of grace; whoſe 
marvelous converſion to the faith ſhews 


the abſolute neceſſity of believing in 
Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt, in order to eternal ſalvati- 
on. This treaſure therefore we are all 
bound to ſeek and to lay up : for it 1s 
this only which has power to qualify us 
for the kingdom of heaven. It is this 


treaſure only that will never make iter 
wings and fly away from us: it will abide 


with us in every ſtate and condition, and 
cheer and comfort our hearts when our 
ſouls are upon the wing for eternity. 
This is the treaſure which will follow 


us, and conſtitute a great part of our 
happineſs in heaven. Let us now re- 


ſolve to fit down calmly, and weigh im- 
partially his treaſure, againſt that which 
the world admires; and then it.can be 
no queſtion which will be allowed to be 
of worth ineſtimable. lan 
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I am now to conſider, 2dly, the ne- 
ceſſity of having this treaſure in our 
poſſeſſion. As weall ſeem to wiſh, and 
expect to be forever happy, ſo, without 
doubt, we muſt intend diligently to 
ſearch after, and ſteadily to purſue thoſe 
methods and directions, which, when 
found out and followed, will infallibly 
conduct us to the manſions of eternal 
bliſs. And-we have not far to go for 
the diſcovery, how and where to find 
this great object of all our wiſhes and ex- 
pectations. We muſt be ſenſible that 
it is not to be ſought after in the works 
of heathen poets and philoſophers, 
whoſe imaginations. were vain, and 


whoſe fooliſh heart was darkened. No: 
nor 
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nor in the chimerical ſchemes and in- 


ventions of our own heads; but in the 


ſacred writings of the holy prophets and 


apoſtles, who were inſpired and ſent by 4 
God on purpoſe to inſtruct mankind | 
what they ſhould do to be ſaved, and "a 
become happy for ever. i 
After our Lord had preſcribed to us, 1 
what method to obſerve in that part of | Bl 
our conduct which muſt be open and 1 
manifeſt to the ſight of men; and in | 
the other, which related to our commu- 9 
nication and intercourſe with our | 
heavenly Father and himſelf in private |; 
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meditation and prayer; then he added 
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moth and ruſt doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break through, and ſteal. But lay 
up for yourſelves treaſures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor ruſt doth corrupt, and 
where thieves do not break through nor ſeal. 
And from the words, inſtantly following 


this weighty command, and ſpoken as it 
were moſt ſtrongly to enforce it, For 


where your treaſure is, there will your heart 


be alſo, we may conceive this to be prin- 
cipally meant by Chriſt, you may chuſe 
either treaſures upon earth, or treaſures in 


| beaven ; but if you place your defires and 


affetions upon the former, you will never 


have any treaſure in heaven. 
The rich youth, who enquired of 
Chriſt, what good thing he ſhould do, that 
: be 
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he might obtain eternal life, perhaps ima-· 


gined, becauſe he had not openly vio- 


lated any of the commandments, that he 


was unqueſtionably perfect: but when 
Chriſt informed him that he fill lacked 
one thing, which was to ſell what be had, 
and beſtow it on the poor, that he might 
have treaſure in heaven; and come and fol- 
lw bim; then his imperfection ſhewed 
itſelf, in his departing away ſorrowful, 
and over-valuing his great poſſeſſions. 
Poſſeſſions! which, if he had rightly 
Judged, were not properly his own. For 
that 1s not properly my own, which 1s 


not commenſurate to my exiſtence ; and 


my exiſtence will laſt for ever. But the 
greateſt worldly riches will not, cannot 
VOL, II, R laſt 
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laſt always. If they, by ſome unfore- 
ſeen accident, ſhould not leave me; ſtill 
J am perfectly aſſured, that the time 
draws on apace, when I muſt die, and 
leave them all. 


There is no harm in our being clothed 


in purple, and fine linen, and in faring 


ſumptuouſly every day. There 1s no 
harm in making a dinner or a ſupper, 
and calling our friends, and our bre- 
thren, our kinſmen, and our rich neigh- 
bours; and in having a recompence made 
to us, if they bid us again; provided 
we do conſider (whilſt we feaſt and enjoy 
our good things) the poor, the maimed, 
the lame, the blind both in body and 
ſoul; the naked, and the hungry, who 
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eat the bitter herbs, and drink the waters 
of affliction. 
Dives was not caſt into torments be- 
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cauſe he had been rich; neither was La- 
zarus comforted in paradiſe becauſe he 
had been poor: but the former was tor- | 
mented becauſe he had been exceedingly 
uncharitable; and the latter was com- 
forted becauſe he had borne his wretched 
lot with godly patience and reſignation, 
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Behold, in theſe two perſons, the ama- 
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zing difference between an earthly and 
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a heavenly treaſure; that is, a worldly 
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and a heavenly ſpirit. By the means of 
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his proud heart, Dives was ruined ever- 
laſtingly. By the means of his hum- 
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happy to all eternity. That covetouſ- 
neſs and luxury are ſometimes inſepa- 
rable, appears from that melancholy in- 
ſtance of another rich man, who ſeems 
to have regarded not any one's com- 
fort and happineſs except his own. For 
this was his way of reaſoning within 
himſelf: What ſball I do, fince I have nn 
room where to beſlow my fruits? This 1 will 
do: 1 will full down my barns, and build 
greater, and there I will beſtow all my 
fruits and my goods. And 1 will ſay unto 
my ſoul, Soul, thou haſt much goods laid up 
for many years, take thine eaſe, eat, drink, 
and be merry. And ſo this worldling 
deſigned. Bur (O blind ignorance of fu- 
turity!) God ſaid unto bim, thou fool, this 
very 
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very night thy foul ſhall be required of thee : 
then, whoſe ſhall thoſe things be, which 


thou haſt provided to gratify and indulge 


thyſelf only? So is he who layeth up 
treaſure upon earth, and raſhly neglects 
to lay up treaſure for himſelf in heaven. 

Whether this graceleſs man's lot was 
better, or worſe than his who denied 
the ſtarving helpleſs beggar the crumbs 
which fell from his plentiful table, is 
not mentioned. However, we may ven- 
ture to ſuppoſe that the ſouls of theſe 
two fond ſervants of mammon, were 
extremely miſerable, if not equally tor- 


Let all ſelfiſh people ſeriouſly reflect, 


how quickly God may ſnatch them in 
s like 
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like manner out of the world; and of 
how little profit their hoarded riches 
will be to them, when their bodies are 
in the grave, and their ſouls in endleſs 
torments? There is no need then of my 
enlarging much farther to ſhew the ne- 
ceſſity of having this treaſure, that is, a 
moral and chriſtian temper in our poſ-— 
ſeſſion. This very conſideration, that 
without it none ſhall be ſaved, is enough 
to excite us moſt earneſtly to ſeek and 
implore the aid of God's ſpirit, that we 
may ſucceed in our endeavours to obtain 
this incorruptible, ſecure wealth, which 
neither the greateſt length of time can 
ſpoil and waſte; nor the diſhoneſty and 
treachery of the worſt men upon earth 
deprive us of. E 
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Of the three great chriſtian virtues, 
we all know that charity is allowed the 


preference. The greateſt of theſe, St. Paul 
ſays, is charity. 


Thou, therefore, who haſt not this 
charity, that is, the love of God working 


by a ſincere love of thy neighbour, muſt 

know in thine heart, that thy faith and 

hope (not having led thee on to this) 

are vain, and will profit thee nothing. 
1 proceed to conſider, 

3dly, The extenſive benefit and uſe of 
employing this treaſure to the good and 
happineſs of mankind. 

We ſee that Almighty God employs 
the riches of his power, wiſdom, and 
goodneſs, for the advantage and benefit 

of 
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of the whole creation; but more eſpe · 
cially for the preſervation and comfort 
of the human race. And he expects and 
commands us to expreſs our love to him, 
by laving our neighbour as ourſelves. 
Therefore when we employ our ſeveral 
talents, whether of knowledge, power, 
or wealth, for the good and happineſ# 
of mankind, we may be ſure we do that 
which is moſt pleaſing and acceptable to 
our heavenly Father. By this imitation 
of him we are ſaid to be perfect, even as 
he 15 perfect. 

But although to delight in being Bee 
ourſelves, and, with a ſpirit worthy of 
chriſtians, overcoming even the ſpite and 


malice of our- greateſt enemies, with 
mildneſs 
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mildneſs and forgiving love, be a conſpi- 
cuous part of our duty; ſtill the attempt 


to deliver others from ignorance and ſin, 


will add a jewel to our crown, of pecu- 


liar beauty and luſtre. They that be wiſe 


ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firma- 
ment; and they that turn many to righteouſ- 
neſs, as the flars for ever and ever. 

Now we ſhall be leſs liable to diſap- 
pointment in our hopes and expeCta- 
tions of accompliſhing this great and 
noble end, if we begin with beſtowing 
on youth a religious education; or, as St. 
Paul terms it, bringing up our children in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 


| You have heard how the Lord ho- 


noured and reſpected Abraham, for the 
care 
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care and pains which he took with his 
houſehold. and children to make them 
love and follow the way of the Lord. 
And every good father and maſter of a 
family, who walks in the ſteps of Abra- 
ham, may, without doubt, promiſe him- 
ſelf the ſame favour and regard from 
God, for ſuch piety and virtue. 

This maxim cannot be diſputed, That 
children and ſervants are uſually much 
better for ſeeing parents and maſters 
themſelves pay all due reſpect and re- 
verence to religion. And here an op- 
portunity preſents itſelf for me, though 
it may rather ſeem a digreſſion, to recom- 
mend to your notice part of a ſcheme, 
ſuggeſted to me formerly by a judicious 

man, 


ES, 


man, for better regulating thoſe large 
families, commonly ſupported in our 
workhouſes. To preſerve a habit of 
religion there, he would have ſome of 
the elder people, who are capable, every 
day obliged to read prayers, morning and 
evening ; and the younger ones allowed 
time to be taught their catechiſm at leaſt, 

What a world would this be, if men 
would be prevailed on to live up to their 
faith and profeſſion ! It would then, in 
ſome meaſure, reſemble the new heavens, 
and the new earth, wherein dwell peace 


and righteouſneſs. But there can be no 


hope of ſeeing a world ſo happily re- 


formed, till there is a farther change 


made in the method of breeding up the 
| children 
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children of the rich, as well as of the 
poor. With reſpe& to the former, I 
ſhall preſume to ſay, that if more of the 
uſeful were blended with the ornamental 
parts of learning : if more of true reli- 
gion were inſtilled into the minds of 
youth, who are educated in our moſt 
illuſtrious ſeminaries ; ; there would not 
then be ſuch grounds for the heavy and 
too juſt complaints, that the children of 
the great and wealthy often come out 
thence more vicious than virtuous. 

he it allowed that human learning 
adorns our minds: who will deny that 
divine knowledge alone is the ſalvation 
of our ſouls? and therefore it is infi- 


nitely preferable. 
| The 


4983's 

The moſt extenſive benefit and uſe then 
of employing our wealth and knowledge, 
appears from the good effects of bring- 
ing up youth, from their moſt tender 
and tractable years, in the knowledge of 
chriſtianity. A youth thus trained up, 
and educated in the way that he ſhould go, 
but rarely, if ever, when he is advanced 


to maturity, is obſerved to depart from 
it. Hereby the ſoul is fitted to converſe 


with all who excel in virtue upon earth, 


and when our mortal race is finiſhed, to 


enjoy the bleſſed company of ſaints and 


angels in heaven. 

Conſidering the weight and influence 
which youth of rank and fortune have in 
the world, it 1s great pity that they do 
not 
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not take a commendable pride in ſet- 
ting more laudable examples to all of 
lower ſtation and condition about them. 
Great indeed would be their felicity, if 
they always thus improved the invalu- 
able advantages of their liberal and pious 
education; and ſhewed themſelves in 
their riper years, gentlemen in deed as 
well as in name. But have the children 
of the poor no chance or proſpect of 
learning the way to eternal life? what- 
ever they have to ſay againſt the rich and 
great, it is not in their power now to ſay 
that they have not employed, and do not 
go on to uſe, ſome part of their talents 
in providing ſchools for the religious 
inſtruction of the moſt deſtitute. Their 

zeal 
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zeal in raiſing and ſupporting ſuch, more 


particularly our newly- inſtituted Sun- | 


day Schools, ſo vaſtly abounds, that we 
cannot but believe they heartily deſign 
the preſent and future happineſs of all 
who are inſtructed there. Nay, the be- 
neficial effects of all our charitable in- 
ſtitutions, formed every where almoſt 
throughout the kingdom, reach a great 
deal farther than merely to the poor 
themſelves ; for they highly conduce to 
promote the proſperity of the church 
and nation in general. 


Where now can we imagine, notwith- 


ſtanding ſome frailties, to which, from 


our paſſions and infirmities we are all 
liable, that the treaſure and the hearts 


of 
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of theſe men are fixed? They do not 
look for, they do not expect, any recom- 
pence but gratitude, (and this debt the 
pooreſt are able to pay at any time) from 
the objects who partake more immedi- 
ately of the extenſive benefit and uſe of 
theſe ſchools, which, ſuppoſing them 
rightly conducted, are foundations of 
the greateſt charity in the world. 
4thly, and laſtiy, I ſhall endeavour 
to make an application ſuitable to the 
good deſign and * of this ſolemn 
meeting. 1 
By the bounty and liberality of thoſe 
public-ſpirited perſons, who, laying aſide 
all party prejudices, have long been, and 
fill are, unanimouſly engaged in ſup- 
| porting 


\\\ 
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porting and erecting both the ancient 
and new charity ſchools for the meaneſt 
children, and pooreſt orphans, where 
they may be taught freely the plain doc- 
trines and precepts of the chriſtian reli- 
gion, we need not deſpair at length of 
ſeeing the families of the moſt indigent 
and wretched amongſt us adorn the doc- 
trine of God our Saviour in all things. 

Whilſt the miſer applauds himſelf 
for having laid uphis treaſure upon, 
nay, as it were in the earth: and the 
prodigal boaſts that he has ſquandered 


away his time and wealth in play, riot, 


and every kind of licentiouſneſs; the 


benefactors and contributors to theſe 
ſchools can ſit down and reflect with 
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the ſweeteſt pleaſure, that they have 
diſpoſed of their wealth to promote the 
glory of God, and the never-failing 
comfort and happineſs of the moſt dis- 
treſſed children of the human race; who 
mult otherwiſe, in all probability, have 
periſhed by the diſmal effects of igno- 
rance and corruption. The awful day 
is haſtening, when the miſer and the 
prodigal would exceedingly rejoice if 
they could refreſh, and ſuſtain their 
wounded ſpirits with the ſame pleaſant 
thoughts and reflections. But as the 
one delighted to hide, and the other to 
waſte his talents, ſo will they both, in 
their laſt ſad moments, look for hops 


and conſolation in vain. How will the 
ſound 
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ſound of the heavenly trumpet alarm 
the ſons of avarice, the contemptible 
ſlaves and worſhippers of money! How 
will every thoughtleſs ſpendthrift trem- 
ble at the pomp, and dread the ſcrutiny 
of the day of judgement ! | 
If ever our chief men, and honourable 
women merited the title of patriots, un- 
doubtedly they merit this title now ; 
when our princes and nobles diſdain not 
to become the nur/ing fathers, and nurſing 
mothers of the church, to feed Chriſt's 
wandering ſheep, and heedleſs lambs 
with the knowledge of his bleſſed re- 
ligion. 
Iſaiah's prophecy ſeems to be fulfl- 
ling daily, That all our children ſhall be 
— Ul taught 
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taught of the Lora, or religiouſly edu- 


_ cated ; and that, by means of their 


happy education, great ſhall be the peace 
of our children upon earth, and great, 
beyond conception, their peace in hea- 
ven. That which the royal Pſalmiſt 


greatly wiſned and prayed for, we have 


the comfort and ſatis faction to behold 


in ſome meaſure, even our ſons growing 


up as the young plants, and our daughters 


ſhining, in every grace and ornament, 
as the poliſhed corners of the temple. 
Permit me to hope that the patrons 
and encouragers of our ſchool will en- 
deavour to improve upon the good ex- 
amples ſet them by the generality of 


thoſe who, elſewhere, undertake the care 


and 
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and management of theſe charitable in- 

ſtitutions; let them ſhew, by ſometimes 
ſtepping in themſelves, and enquiring 
into the behaviour and proficiency of 
the children who are inſtructed there, 
that they direct and encourage the ſchool 
for conſcience ſake. Then it will in- 
deed become both a credit and conveni- 
ence to the pariſh, and laſt (their monu- 
ment of real fame) to the remoteſt poſte- 
rity, even as long as the poor are with 
you. Recollect, O ye patrons! that theſe 
children are of the number of Chri/f's 
little ones, whom we muſt not offend by 
any ill example in ourſelves; becauſe he 
who 1s the comforter of the afflicted, 


the father of the fatherleſs, and plead- 
eth 
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eth the cauſe of the widow, even God in 
his holy habitation; and likewiſe their an- 
4 gels, who fland there in his preſence con- 
trnually, will protect and avenge them. 
Remember the bright unfading crown 
of glory which will be given them who 
condeſcend to watch over theſe little 
ones for their good here and hereafter. 
When you ſhall appear before the judg- 
ment ſeat of Chriſt, they will be wit- 
neſſes to your love of and care for them, 
and gladly ſee your great reward, this 
moſt beautiful crown beſtowed upon you. 
That my tediouſneſs may not com- 
pletely wear out your patience, I ſhall 
now finiſh with ſome ſhort exhortati- 
ons; 1ſt, To the maſter of our ſchool; 
275 2dly, 
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2dly, To the parents whoſe children are 
inſtructed in it; and laſtly, To the chil- 
dren themſelves. 
To the Maſter I ſhall not have occa- 
ſion to ſay much: for the patrons and 
ſupporters of the ſchool have (by their 
choice and appointment of him to the 
place) ſufficiently teſtified their know- 
ledge of his abilities, and their appro- 
bation of his character. May he pro- 
ceed with the greateſt fidelity and cir- 
cumſpection, uſing that authority and 
ſtrict diſcipline which will be often ne- 
ceſſary; and theſe things, I am perſua- 
ded, he will moſt attentively mind, con- 


ſidering that he has a maſter in heaven, 


to whom he muſt one day account in 


what 
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what manner he diſcharged this im- 
portant duty. And may he, after all 
his diligence and faithfulneſs, meet with 
a ſomewhat better recompence among 
us, than a cool and diſtant reſpe&t! 
I muſt ſpeak a word or two now to 
the Parents whoſe children have the be- 
nefit of our ſchool. I would adviſe them 
to conſider well, how much they owe to 
the goodneſs and mercy of God, who 
hath raiſed up, from time to time, eſpe- 
cially of late years, ſuch a number of 
great and good men, to aſſiſt the chil- 
dren of the poor in their worſt diſtreſs, 
that is, in the want of a religious educa- 
tion: which want may now be called 
voluntary in moſt reſpects, But it is 


indeed 
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indeed a want that too long has filled 
our cities, towns, and villages, with 
rude and inſolent beggars, crowded every 
priſon, and made every gibbet groan un- 
der the weight of the moſt infamous and 
cruel malefactors, cut off thus in the 
very flower of their age. The parents 
therefore ought, with the utmoſt joy 
and thankfulneſs, to acknowledge their 
obligations to the humanity and bene- 
volence of the patrons and benefactors 
who are inclined to promote and ſupport 
our ſchool; and who, when they admit 
their children upon this charitable foun- 
dation, ſtrictly enjoin them to be kept 
regularly and conſtantly to their learn- 
ing: and it behoves them ſo to reſpect 

the 
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the maſter of the ſchool, as to mind 
carefully, that the good things which 
their ſons learn there, may not be for- 
gotten, or untaught them, by any ſort 
of ſcandalous behaviour at home. 
To the Children I ſhall give my ad- 
vice in as few words as poſſible, that it 
may ſink deeply into their hearts, and 
be long freſh in their memories. All 
the pains that are taken with you, O ye 
(rather fortunate, than) diſtreſſed little 
ones, are intended for your eternal good, 
to reſtrain you from the ruinous prac- 
tice of fin, by bringing you up in the 
pleaſant ways of religion. Submit then, 
and obey your teacher's admonitions and 


reproofs, And, by theſe means, you 
will 


( 267 J 
will get ſufficient knowledge to become 
dutiful children, good neighbours, loyal 
ſabjects, in a word, the ſons, the choſen 


favourites of the Lord Almighty. The 
promoters and encouragers of this cha- 


rity; your parents; nay, the bleſſed 


angels in heaven, will rejoice at your 
improvement in piety and all good man- 
ners. Therefore delight now in keep- 
ing God's commandments, and then, 
hereafter, you ſhall join with cherubim 
and ſeraphim in ſinging Hallelujahs be- 
fore the throne of your heavenly father, 
to all eternity. 

To conclude: Let Iſrael rejoice in him 
that made him; and let the children of Sion 
be joyful in their King. 

SERMON 
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SERMON XIX. 


THE CONTEMPT THROWN ON THE MINISTERS 
'OF RELIGION, ONE GREAT OBSTACLE TO 
THE PROGRESS OF CHRISTIANITY. 


— 
A VISITATION SERMON. 


— —— —— —————— 


1 Cor. iv. 1. 


LET A MAN SO ACCOUNT OF US, AS OF THE MINI- 
STERS OF CHRIST, AND STEWARDS OF THE 
MYSTERIES OF GOD. | 


TRE want of time to prepare a diſ- 


courſe more ſuitable to the preſent oc- 
caſion, will, I hope, be accepted by this 
learned and pious audience, as no bad 
excuſe for my expreſſing my thoughts 


before 
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before them upon this ſubject in a rough 
ſtile and manner. 

Proclamations and laws made by kings 
and ſtates againſt Sabbath-breaking, 
Swearing, and all ſorts of immorality, 
would be of infinite uſe and ſervice, if 
they were duly attended to, and impar- 
tially executed by them, whoſe examples 
would certainly have the greateſt weight 
and influence. But if the whole burden 
of brin ging about a reformation muſt lie 
upon God's miniſters only, I believe that 
kings and ſtates will find they might have 
ſaved themſelves the trouble of iſſuing 
proclamations and enacting laws. 

However, ſince it is our duty to ho- 


nour the King, as well as to fear God; 
let 
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let Nobles, Magiſtrates, and all others, 
who often vainly eſteem themſelves 


great, act in what manner they pleaſe, 


doubtleſs none of us will ſhew any back- 
wardneſs in endeavouring to promote 
our gracious Sovereign's intention; 
which is, by the Divine Bleſſing, to ſep- 
port virtue and piety, and diſcourage vice 
and profaneneſs. To this end, that 
people may know we have a right to call 
upon them to amend and reform their 


lives, I would have them moſt heedfully 


conſider theſe plain words of the apoſtle : 
« Let a man ſo account of us, as of the mini- 
gers of Chriſt, and stewards of the mysteries 
of God.” From the melancholy account 
of the very ill reception which the bleſſed 

apoſtles 
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apoſtles met with at their going forth to 


preach the Holy Goſpel, it is no wonder 


that we here find St. Paul admoniſhing 
the Corinthians to conſider in whoſe ſa- 
cred ſervice they were engaged, and treat 
them with becoming reverence for their 


great Maſter's ſake. 


Now, methinks, I cannot do amiſs, 


if I follow ſo good an example, if I ex- 


hort men to behave towards the miniſters 
of the goſpel with humanity at leaſt, at 
a time when the generality are buſy 


enough to find out, and complain of 


their failings, and extremely backward 
to ſee and confeſs their virtues. 

The words of the text will aſſiſt me, 
as far as is needful, in diſcourſing upon 


5 | | this 
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this ſubject; agd ] I ſhall uſe great caution, 


that I may not be thought too partial to 


thoſe for whom I am now about to ſpeak, 
Let a man (although he be in the higheſt 
ſituation) ſo account of us, as of the miniſters 
F Chriſt, and ſtewards of the myſteries of 
God. In theſe words are contained the 
following propoſitions: 

1. That all, who are rightly called, 
and lawfully ſent to preach the goſpel, 
are the miniſters of Chriſt, and n of 


the myſteries of God. 
2dly. That, by virtue of their 5 


call, and regular miſſion, they may juſtly 
look for the moſt ſerious attention to 
their preaching, and expect due reverence 
to their perſons. | | 
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Firſt, then, It may be taken for gran- 
ted, that all who are ordained, and ſent 
into Chriſt's vineyard by our pious-and 
learned Biſhops, are ſuppoſed (for men's 
hearts are open to God only) to be in- 
ſpired and moved by the Holy Ghoſt; 
and alſo to be thoroughly acquainted 
with the holy ſcripture; as it uſually 


appears by their ſtrict and wary exam- 


ination: therefore, doubtleſs, we ſhould 
account of them, as the mini/ters of Chriſt, 


and flewards of the myſteries of God. But, 


probably, ſome may be diſpoſed to en- 


quire, What power and authority have 
Biſhops to ordain and ſend men into 
Chriſt's vineyard ? To this queſtion we 
may anſwer, even the ſame full power 

and 
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and authority which Jeſus Chriſt himſelf 
(the chief biſhop of the church) had 
from his Father, who is in heaven; and 
which the apoſtles received directly from 


him; and the ſucceeding biſhops ſtill . 


derive from the apoſtles. 

In the epiſtle to the Hebrews, we are 
informed, by the inſpired author, that 
Chriſt glorified not himſelf to be made 
an high prieſt ; but he that ſaid unto 
him, Thou art my ſon, to-day have I begot- 
Zen thee. As he faith alſo in another 
place, Thou art a prieſt for. ever, after the 
order of Melchiſedeck. And we are ſuffi- 
ciently aſſured, that the apoſtles did not 


raſhly, of their own head, aſſume the 
honour of preaching the goſpel to the 
* | T2 world. 
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world. They never attempted this great 
thing, until they were choſen and com- 
manded to go upon the important errand 
by their bleſſed Maſter. | 

The ſcripture acquaints us, that Jeſus 
called unto him his diſciples, and of 
them he choſe twelve, whom alſo he 
named apoſtles. And, in another paſ- 
ſage, that he called his twelve diſciples 
together, and gave them power and au- 
thority over all devils, and to cure diſ- 
eaſes; and he ſent them to preach the 
kingdom of God. A little farther on 
we underſtand, that the Lord appointed 
other ſeventy alſo, and ſent them two 
and two, before his face, into every city 
and place whither he himſelf would 


COme., 
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come. And we are told again, that 


Jeſus ſaid unto them, As my Father hath 


ſent me, even ſo ſend J you. 
That which ſeems to be one of ths 


ſtrongeſt and moſt evident proofs that 
the apoſtles were of an higher dignity 


and order in the church, than the other 


ſeventy diſciples, is the election of Mat- 
thias, who was numbered with the eleven 
apoſtles. | 

But not to detain you, as it were, 
with an hiſtory inſtead of a ſermon, let 
it ſuffice to remark, in confirmation of 
the power and authority of biſhops 
above that of prieſts and deacons, that 
the moſt early and beft accounts of the 
chriſtian church agree with the ſcrip- 


ture, 
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ture, that the biſhops had this power 
and authority from the beginning of the 
chriſtian church, and were to exerciſe it 
perpetually, for the good order and pre- 
ſervation of it, to the end of the world. 

Therefore, as St. Paul, (who was mi- 
raculouſſy called, and ſent by our Lord 
himſelf, and who likewiſe ordained 
others, who themſelves exerciſed the 
right of conferring holy orders) as he 
moſt juſtly argues, How ſhall they preach, 
except they be ſent? fo it is evident, that 
whoſoever are ſent by the biſhops into 
the church, have full power and autho- 
rity to preach the goſpel, and conſe- 
quently they ought to be eſteemed and 
accounted of, as of the miniſters of Chriſt, 
and flewards of the myſteries of God. 
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2dly; I come now, in the next place, to 
ſhew, that by virtue of the divine call, 
and their regular miſſion, the miniſters 
of the goſpel may juſtly look for the 
moſt ſerious attention to their preach- 
ing; and expect due reverence to their 
perſons. Do not the kings and princes 
of the earth confer, upon the miniſters 
whom they employ, power and autho- 
rity ſufficient to keep their ſubjects in 
proper awe of them? We are all, I 
believe, truly ſenſible how dangerous a 
thing it is to refuſe obedience to the 


orders, and to ſhew the leaſt contemptu- 


ous behaviour to the perſons of their 
dignified miniſters. Whoever diſobeys, 
or deſpiſes them, is preſently made to 
feel 
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feel the power of their wrath; and that 
none of them (even though he is fre- 
quently committing faults himſelf) bears 
the temporal ſword in vain. They never 
fail, when they think themſelves affront- 
ed or provoked, to put us in mind that 
we are commanded, by the divine law, 
to be ſubject toprincipalities and powers, 
and to obey magiſtrates. 
But, ſince this is the caſe with reſpect 
to the miniſters of earthly ſovereigns, 
is it to be imagined that the miniſters 
of Him, who is King of kings, and Lord 
of lords, have not powers equal to the 
greatneſs and ſolemnity of their moſt 
facred commiſſion? . There are, indeed, 
many worldly-minded men, of the moſt 
ſhameleſs 


* 


ſhameleſs faces, and corrupt ſtupid ſouls, 
who deny that the miniſters of Chriſt 
are endowed with ſuch powers: and 
therefore I will produce a few paſſages 
from ſcripture to ſatisfy the doubtful, 
that theſe people have greatly, and wil- 
fully, miſtaken. I humbly truſt, bre- 
thren, that as ye profeſs to believe the 
ſcriptures in all other matters which 
concern your everlaſting happineſs, ſo 
you will be heartily inclined to believe 
them alſo in this, that the miniſters of 
Chriſt act with more immediate power 


from heaven, than the kings and judges 


of the earth; for God does not allow 
any of them to take unto themſelves the 
honour of the Chriſtian prieſthood. 

Earthly 
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Farthly rulers. are not permitted to 
preach, nor to adminiſter the bleſſed 


ſacraments; they can neither receive 


members into, nor caſt them out of, the 


church. And they muſt know aſſuredly, 
that it becomes them (exalted as they 
all are) to liſten to the voice, and mind 
the inſtructions of Chriſt's miniſters, if 


they wiſh to enter into the kingdom of 
- heaven. 


Now, whether the miniſters of Chriſt 
may juſtly look for the moſt ſerious at- 
tention to their preaching, and there- 


fore expect due reverence to their per. 


ſons, let it be. conſidered, that, if men 


are not bound to reſpect the perſons, 
there is no need of the gift of prophecy 


to 
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to foretel that the doctrines of their 
| preachers will ſcarcely be regarded. 


Conſider firſt, that we do not preach up 
ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 0 


whom all power is given both in heaven 


and in earth. It is He who gave us 
authority, and commanded (according 
to St. Matthew) in theſe terms; Go ye 
therefore and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt; teaching them 
to obſerve all things whatſoever I have com- 


manded you: and lo, J am with you alway, 


even unto the end of the world. 


St. Mark ſpeaks of our commiſſion in + 
this manner: Go ye into all the world, and 


preach the goſpel to every creature; be that 
believeth, 
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 believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved; 
but he that believeth not, ſhall have the 
ſentence of eternal damnation pronounced 
upon bim. Surely now, by men who 


rightly uſe their reaſon and common 
ſenſe, theſe plain texts will be conſider 
ed and admitted for ſubſtantial argu- 
ments of our right to look for, nay, 
rather our authority to command, the 
moſt ſerious attention to our preaching. 
But this will appear more evident {till 
from the. next conſideration, that the 
miniſters of Chriſt may expect due re- 
verence to their perſons. Becauſe, not- 
withſtanding Chriſt foretold how cruelly 
and ſcornfully his miniſters would be 
treated by the world in general, (who 
l 


* 


- 
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have not the fear of God before their 


eyes) yet, where he has commanded us 


to render unto Cæſar the things which 
are Cæſar's, he hath added likewiſe, 
and unto God, the things which are God's. 
But how is it poſlible for us to ren- 
der unto Cæſar the things which are 
Cæſar's, unleſs we honour all who are 
in authority under him? And how 
then ſhall we render unto God the things 
which are God's, if we do not reverence 
the miniſters of Chriſt, and ſtewards of the 
mysteri es of God? Men would do wiſely 


to reflect, that as they who reſiſt the 


higher powers on earth, which are or- 
dained of God, ſhall receive to them- 


ſelves damnation; ſo moſt undoubtedly 
| ſhall 
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ſhall they who inſult, revile, and perſe- 
cute the other, the ſpiritual ordinance 
of God, the miniſters of Chriſt, and lewards 
of the mysteries of God, receive to them- 
ſelves eternal damnation. ; 
When God's miniſters under the law 
were wronged and defrauded, the pro- 
phet Malachi declares, that God eſteem- 
ed himſelf to be wronged and defrauded. 
For which great iniquity of his people, 
he ſent a dreadful curſe upon their land, 
and made it barren. Vill à man rob 
God? yet ye have robbed me. But ye ſay, 
herein have we robbed thee? Ye know © 
that ye have robbed me in tithes and 
offerings. Ye are therefore curſed with a 
curſe; for ye have robbed me: not a few 
covetous 


- 
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covetous oppreſſive ones amongſt you, 
but even this whole ſeemingly religious 
nation. Bring ye all the tithes into the 
flore-houſe, that there may be meat in mine 
houſe, for the ſapport of them that I 
have appointed to pray for you, and to 
inſtruct you; and prove me now herewith, 
(Jaith the LorD of bots) if I will not 
open you the windows of heaven, and pour 
you out a bleſſing, that there ſhall not be 
room enough to receive it. And I will re- 
buke the devourer for your ſakes, and be ſhall 
not deſtroy the fruits of your ground; nei- 
ther ſhall your vine caſt her fruit before the 
time in the field, (ſaith the LoRD of boſts:) 
and all nations ſhall call you bleſſed, for ye 
ſhall be à delightfome land: ſaith the LorD 
of hoſts. Neither 
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Neither are God's miniſters under the 
goſpel left without good hopes and 
aſſurances of ſupport and protection 
from heaven. This would be manifeſt 
from that promiſe only; And lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world!] That is, Lo, I your God and Sa- 
viour, in whom ye believe and truſt, am 
with you, to ſuſtain and deliver you, 
in all your moſt troubleſome wants and 
difficulties, till the day of judgment puts 
a final period to the preaching of my 
goſpel! But if any thing will tend to 
beget in us a more ready diſpoſition to 
hear and honour thoſe who are ſent to 
preach the goſpel unto us, and to thank 
-God that neither he himſelf, nor any of 
| 3 


— 
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his glorious angels, ſpeaks to us, but 
men of like frailties and paſſions with 
ourſelves, whoſe beſt example we may 
hope to follow; I perſuade myſelf that 
the following hints, or. warnings, will 
ſerve effectually to this end, Theſe are 
of as much force, and ſhould be regarded 
as much, as the ſtricteſt injunctions ad- 
dreſſed to the world, not only to liſten 
moſt ſeriouſly to the doctrines, but alſo 
to provide for the ſupport and credit of 
the diligent and faithful labourers in the 
Lord's harveſt. 

Chriſt's inſtructions to his twelve diſ- 
ciples, in the gth chapter of St. Luke, 
run thus: Take nothing for your journey, 
neither flaves, nor ſcrip, neither bread, nei- 
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ther money, neither have two coats api ece. 
And whatſoever bouſe ye enter into, there 
abide to be maintained, and thence depart, 
| And whoſoever will not receive and enter- 
tain you boſpitably, when ye go out of that 
city, ſhake off the very duſt from your you 
for a teſtimony againſt them. 
His inſtructions to the other ſeventy, 
in the next chapter, are theſe: Carry 
neither purſe, nor rip, nor ſhoes, and ſalute 
no man by the way. And into whatſoever 
houſe ye enter, firſt ſay, Peace be to this 
houſe : and if the ſon of peace be there, 
your peace ſhall reft upon it; if not, it ſhall 
turn to you again. And in the ſame houſe 
remain eating and drinking ſuch things 
as they give: for the labourer is worthy of 
| | bis 


- 
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bis hire. Go not from houſe to houſe. And 

into whatſoever city ye enter, and they re- 
ccive you, eat ſuch things as are ſet before 
you, and heal the fick that are therein: and 
fay unto them, The kingdom of God is come 
nigh unto you. But into whatſoever city 
ye enter, and they receive you not, go your 
ways out into the fireets of the ſame, and ſay, 
Even the very duſt of year city, . which 
cleaveth on us, we do wipe off againſt you: 
votwithſtanding, be ye ſure of this, that the 
kingdom of God is come nigh unto you. But 
1 fay unto you, that it ſhall be more tolerable 
in that day for Sodom, than for that city. 
Moe unto thee, Corazin, woe unto thee, 
Bethſaida ; for if the mighty works had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, which have been 
„ done 


- 
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done in you, they bad a great while ago re- 
pented, fitting in ſackcloth and aſhes. But 
it all be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon 
at the judgment than for you. And thou 
Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven, 
falt be thruſt down to hell. He that bear- 
eth you, who preach my goſpel, heareth me; 
and be that deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me; and 
be that deſpiſetb me, deſpiſeth him that 
ſent me. | 

Having now, I hope, made out both 


heads of my diſcourſe clearly and intel- 
ligibly, I will conclude with a few words 
of exhortation. Judge not, that ye be not 
Judged. Never cenſure, never condemn 
haſtily and uncharitably, a whole order 

of our Lord's ſpecial chooſing, and ſend- 


ing 
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ing forth into his harveſt; preſume not 
to call them vile and unprofitable, be- 


cauſe they are now and then ſubject to, 
and overcome by, the infirmities of hu- 


man nature. Be ſo good as to recollect, 


that even the beſt of our Lord's diſciples 
ſhewed themſelves in ſeveral, and thoſe 
not trifling inſtances, to be but men: 
and that, nevertheleſs, he kindly accept- 
ed their repentance, and continued them 
in their ſacred office. | 


Whenever you ſuſpect there is cauſe 
to blame and reproach them, and you- 


begin to-put their failings and miſcar- 
riages into one ſcale, always be mindful 
to put their virtues, and all their laudable 


qualities, into the other, Then look 


carefully 
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carefully and honeſtly at home, into your 
own breaſts, and ſee if this be any thing 
more than doing to them as you would 
(if in their place and condition) have 
them do unto you. I do not offer this 
plea in behalf of ſuch miniſters who will 
perſiſt in their tranſgreſſions, but only 
for ſuch as ſincerely repent and amend 
their lives. With reſpect to the former 
obſtinate and incorrigible paſtors, I ſhall 
only ſay, that zbey-are not all Ifrael, who 
are of Ijreel; neither are they of us, although 
they went out from us. With reſpect to 
the latter, who lament and forſake their 
indiſcretions, I may not unreaſonably 
exhort all pious and candid chriſtians, 
as they hope for a * upon the na- 
tion 
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tion 1n general, and the favour of their 
Father who is in heaven, upon them- 
ſelves and families in particular, ſo to ac- 
count of us, as of the ministers of Christ, 
and stewards of the mysteries of God. 
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SERMON XX. 
THE PRIVILEGE OF KNOWING WHO WILL BE 


ETERNALLY JUSTIFIED AND SAVED 
BELONGS TO CHRIST ONLY. 


Luke xv. 32. 


IT WAS MEET THAT WE SHOULD MAKE MERRY, 
AND BE GLAD: FOR THIS THY BROTHER | 
WAS DEAD, AND Is ALIVE AGAIN; / 
AND WAS LOST, AND is FOUND. 


Oun merciful and faithful high prieſt, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, mentions this as. 
a a moſt notable mark of his being come, 
that the poor have the goſpel preached unto- 
them. And one very good ſign of a 
man's being called and regularly or- 
dained to communicate the joyful and 
happy | 
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happy tidings of ſalvation is, the con- 


| ſtant care and delight which he takes to 
publiſh them in ſuch a manner, that the | 
loweſt and the meaneſt, by paying due 
attention to what he ſays, may have it 
in their power to underſtand him. 

If then the leaſt of thoſe, whom our 
bleſſed Saviour vouchſafes to dignify, by 
owning and ſtyling them his brethren, 
will frequent the church with a ſincere 
purpoſe-and reſolution to hear and learn 
the way to heaven, and not ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be deceived and impoſed upon 
by falſe prophets and wolves in ſheep's 
clothing, they will have a fair proſpe& 
of finding ſufficient edification to the 
endleſs comfort of their ſouls. They 

Sk will 
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will never ſtand in need of running from 
place to place for evangelical doctrine, 
but be perfectly convinced, that the la- 
borious paſtors, and ſerious members of 
the church, are properly endowed and 
qualified to give an account of the rea- 
ſon of their belief and hope of juſtifica- 
tion and ſalvation by him, who came to 
call, not the righteous, but ſinners to 
repentance. Moreover, they will hence 
imbibe this opinion of economy, that 
it is more neceſſary to keep their trifle of 
money towards purchaſing food and rai- 
ment for themſelves. and their families, 
than fooliſhly to beſtow it upon itine- 


rants, who ſeek not them, but their's; 
ſpeaking feigned words out of covetouſ- 
© 76 neſs 
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neſs and malice, to draw them away from 
hearing the truth againſt the authors of 
hereſies, ſchiſms, and ſeditions, who pre- 
tend they are perſecuted, whenever their 
artful conduct provokes the men, whom 
they continually attack, revile, and ſlan- 
der, to defend themſelves againſt the 
groundleſs calumnies and reproaches of 
ſuch baſe opponents. 

If, therefore, there be any among us 
who have been led aſtray, by whining 
bigotry, or ranting enthuſiaſm; who | 
have been taught to believe, that their 
biſhops and paſtors preach up nothin g 
but lifeleſs morality and vain philoſophy; 
they ought to reflect in time, leſt, after 


* raſnly and wantonly left their 
father's 
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— father's houſe, they come at length to 
with, without effect, for a ſupply of the 
bread of life, which we are verily per- 
ſuaded is to be found therein, and fo 
miſerably periſh with hunger; becauſe 
it is not every wandering ſheep, neither 
is it every prodigal ſon, whom God'will 
recall and receive into favour again. Out 

of many, the chief Shepherd of the flock - 

has declared, but few will be choſen. 

However, notwithſtanding this awful 
declaration, as there are ſome things 
which are concealed from the angels in 
heaven, and our Lord would not reveal 
the times and the ſeaſons, for the reſto- 
ration of the kingdom to Iſrael, even to 
the apoſtles, his near friends and com- 
| . panions, 
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panions, ſo in us it would be the moſt 
arrogant, the moſt unpardonable pre- 
ſumption to aſſert, that we infallibly 
know who will be loſt, or who will be 
ſaved; and whatever mere man affects 
to do this, diſcovers a ſenſeleſs ambition 
of appearing to be wiſe above what is 
written. J 

When, in the unfortunate reign of our 
martyred ſovereign, the indifferent and 
lukewarm, members of the eſtabliſhed 


church were deprived of her ſacred offices 
and inſtructions, then how did they ac- 
knowledge,. and long to enjoy the ad- 
vantages of them? But, behold! no 
ſooner had the returning prodigals ob- 
tained their deſire (as it ſhould ſeem by 

| a mira=- 
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a miraculous Providence) than they bez 
gan to loath and deſpiſe the benefits of 
the reſtored government in church and 
ſtate: and ſince this unaccountable cool- 
neſs rather increaſes, what can we expect 
will be the natural conſequence of it? 

Oh! that it may pleaſe God to open 


our eyes, ere it be too late, that, ſeeing 


our error and ingratitude, we may be 
| heartily diſpoſed to contribute to the 
peace and proſperity of our Sion, and 


afford this proof of our having recovered 


a ſound mind, by exerting our utmoſt 
endeavours to fender our country like a 
country which is at unity in itſelf; pray- 
ing that our miniſters may be clothed 
with righteouſneſs, and the aſſemblies 

of 


p þ— — — — — — 
— — 
3 1 — = ag i * . 2 
2 3 22 * — „ * 
- —— 


- * G > 
F Iv Ay 
o « 
— — p—— ä — —— — Iw 


n 
. 0 — — * 
ho 
—_— — —— rw ˙——————ͤ—— 


e 


NW 


—— — 
hh — 
297 PT” 
7 — 
GD ͤ —B; —A: ————7«ð²¹ — — 


— 

— — 
* 

— — — 


x 
—— 
> a! * i * _ 
"AE e 


— — 


- - — 
— —— — 


1 304 ] 


of the ſaints may ever rejoice and ang 
without any dread and fear of them, 
cho hypocritically diſſemble, and come 
not to the light, apprehending that their 
plots and ſtratagems will be juſtly re- 
proved. | 
Ohl thus may our revolting 2 
who are, as it were, dead to us, become 
alive again; and thus may we have the 
unſpeakable pleaſure and ſatisfaction to 
make merry and be glad at finding the 
diſobedient converted to the wiſdom of 
the upright. | 
As the calamitous diſtreſſes of prodi- 
gality, ſo are the good effects of contri- 
tion and repentance, and alſo the bowels 
f * love and compaſſion, moſt 
| feelingly 


[ 3095]. f 
feelingly ſet forth to us in the behaviour { 
of the thoughtleſs youth and affectionate 1 
father in this parable. Diſcontented Fl 
and wretched at home, where he had f 
all things in abundance, this extrava- i 
gant youth abſurdly imagining himſelf | 
fit, wiſe, and experienced enough (like : 
the generality of ſelf-conceited ones in q 

_ the preſent age) to be his own manager 1 


and director in the world, gathers the a 
portion of goods which fell to him all fo 
together; takes his journey into a far 
country, and there waſtes his ſubſtance 
in the moſt ſhameful riot and debau- | 


be 2 6 
r otra . 


chery. In this remote country, where 5 
| 0 | 4 
there aroſe a mighty famine amongſt L 
1 1 

people of a different language and reli- 


Wan. x gion, 


x 
r 


A 
gion, having ſpeedily reduced himſelf to 
poverty, he begins to feel the extremity 
of want, but as yet could not endure to 
think of returning home, being con- 
ſcious that (if he met with any) he de- 
ſerved the moſt unfavourable reception. 
Therefore (his pride and daintineſs be- 
ing overcome) he is ready to embrace 
the opportunity of being meanly em- 
ployed by a citizen of that country, who 
ſends him into his fields to feed ſwine, 
with whoſe huſks he would fain have 
filled his belly, and yet even theſe were 
not allowed him. 

At this ſevere and ſharp pinch he is 
brought to himſelf, and by a beam of 
grace, or hope, (which ſhall we call it?) 

darted 
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darted ſuddenly into his mind, upon 


recollecting the preferable ſituation of 


his father's hired ſervants, he ſtraight- 


way forms the reſolution to try, whether 
his once tender and fond parent will ſo 
far forget his child's faults, as to ſuffer 
him to partake but of the bread that 
they had to ſpare, and not let him quite 
periſh with hunger. I will ariſe, ſays 
the deſtitute and almoſt famiſhed youth, 
and go to my father, and will ſay unto him, 
Father, I have finned againſt heaven, and 
before thee, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy ſon; make me as one of thy hired ſer- 
| vants. And he aroſe and came to his father. 
Liſten, thou, who mourneſt and weep- 
eſt for thy ſins and miſcarriages in ſecret; 
| X 2 liſten 
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liſten all ye who are of broken and con- 
trite hearts, whom our gracious God 
will not deſpiſe and reject; from hence 
take courage and be comforted. As the 
ſon was coming, his father ſaw him, 


when he was ſtill a great way off, and, 
(moved with paternal pity and ſolici- 
tude) inſtead of waiting the humble 
penitent's approach, ran to him, fell 
upon his neck, and kiſſed him. 

Let us now ſuppoſe this unmerited 
and unexpected indulgence raiſed the 
youth's drooping ſpirits, and embolden- 
ed him, with a heart divided between 
joy and ſorrow, to make his intended 
acknowledgment; Father, I have finned 
againſt heaven, and in thy fight, and am no 


amore 
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more worthy to be called thy ſon. But, as 


if all the father ſtirred within his breaſt, 
no reproach, no kind of upbraiding 'is 
returned: no, on the contrary, the ex- 
ulting father ſaid immediately to his 
ſervants, Bring forth the beſt robe, and 
put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, 
and ſhoes on his feet; and bring hither the 


fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and 


be merry: for this my ſon was dead, and is 
alive again; he was loft, and is found. 
Juſt as the family had begun to ex- 
preſs their joy and mirth, the elder bro- 
ther returns from the field, and, as he 
comes and draws nigh to the houſe, he 
hears the muſic and dancing. Upon 
' which he calls one of the ſervants, and 
aſks 
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aſks the cauſe of this extraordinary feſti- 
vity; who tells him, Thy brother is come, 
and thy father bath killed the fatted calf, 
becauſe he hath received him ſafe and ſound. 
But, lo! he is not overjoyed; he is moſt 
highly diſpleaſed and out of temper at 
the report. Methinks anger and jealouſy 
ſhould not have diſturbed his ſoul at this 
moſt intereſting ſeaſon : he ought to have 
ruſhed in upon the happy news, claſped 
his poor penitent brother in his arms, 
preſſed him warmly to his heart, and 
wept over him with tears of joy. 

Ah! whither were the natural fervent 
love and affection of a brother now re- 
tired? How could he delay, and ſullenly 


wait for his father to come forth and 
| intreat 


( 371 ] 
intreat him to walk in! How could he 
bear to pronounce theſe harſh, ungra- 
cious words! Father, lo! theſe many 
years do I ſerve thee, neither tranſgreſſed 
1 at any time thy commandment; and yet 
thou. never gaveſt me a kid, that I might 
make merry with my friends : but as ſoon as 
this thy ſon was come, who bath ſpent thy 


living with harlots, thou haſt killed for him 


the fatted calf! 

Who, that are parents, can avoid 
having ſome conception of, and being 
touched for the concern and ſtrugglings 
of this reproved and upbraided, yet 
patient, father, whilſt he thus calmly 


anſwers this malevolent and unrelenting 


ſon; Son, thou art ever with me, and all 
bat 
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that 1 have is thine: it is meet that we 
ſhould make merry and be glad: for this thy 
brother was dead, and is alive again; 3 "Was 
I, and is found. 
Moſt probably the principal interpre- 


tation of the parable before us may be 
this, that our Saviour deſigned to ſnew 
us herein, the marvellous loving-kind- 
neſs and mercy of God to the Gentiles, 
whom he was about to gather into the 
church under the goſpel diſpenſation, 
with their elder brethren, the Jews, upon 
their repentance and faith in his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt. In the character of the 
elder ſon we have a full and true repre- 

ſentation of the conduct of the Jews, 
upon hearing that _ idolatrous na- 


tions, 


ouy. 

tions, whom the younger ſon repreſents, 
were to be admitted to the ſame holy 
privileges with themſelves in the days of 
the Meſſiah. The Jews; envying this 
happineſs and honour to the Gentiles, 
neither rejoiced at the proſpect of their 
converfion, nor the coming and preach- 
ing of him, concerning whom it was 
foretold, that He /hould'be a light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and be the glory'of his People 

ee. = 
The Nadabs and Abihus, the Wed 
Dathans, and Abirams, together with 
the treacherous Ahitophels, common in- 
cendiaries and authors of ruin, who 
either bring deſtruction, or lay violent 
hands upon themſelves, may argue, if 
"a 
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they pleaſe, that the Jews were predeſti- 
nated to act as they did, and therefore 
inſiſt that they could not help it: but 
ſince we are aſſured, that he, who is to 
judge the world in righteouſneſs, is ab- 
ſolutely incapable of contradicting his 
attributes of juſtice and truth, and, con- 
ſequently, will never puniſh any for do- 
ing what they cannot help, it is mani- 
feſt, beyond all controverſy, that the 
Jews, who ſuffered for their implacable 
rage in crucifying our Saviour, and per- 
ſecuting his diſciples, were not impelled, 
by a fatal neceſſity, to become the bar- 
barous betrayers and murderers either 

of him or them. 
Place wholſome proviſion and poiſon 
before a man who is able to diſcern the 


=O 
difference between them, although God 
knows which he will prefer, neverthe- 
leſs, he forces him not to take either the 
one or the other. 

God certainly foreknew with what un- 
| paralleled ſcorn and cruelty the hardened 
Jews would treat his beloved Son, and 
therefore furniſhed them with prophecies 
and other moral motives to reſtrain their 
inhuman violence, but they choſe 'to 
reſiſt both his threatenings and his per- 
ſuaſions. He therefore left them to 
purſue the direction of their own de- 
praved wills and inclinations. 

When Adam and Eve rebelled in pa- 
radiſe, who took them by the hand, and 
conſtrained them to eat the forbidden 
fruit? | It 


(os J] 
I is ſurely decreed,” that death ſhall 
be the conſequence of a man's ſtarving 
himſelf; but who has laid any of us 
under the invincible neceſſity of com- 
mitting ſo ſtrange an act of ſuicide? 
It is moſt clearly revealed to us, that 
if we will believe in our Saviour, and 
keep his commandments, we ſhall be en- 
titled to a bliſsful immortality; but who 
diligently uſes the means of grace to ob- 
tain it? N 
Let us then deſiſt from calling God 
an auſtere and hard maſter, and blaming 
bim for our prodigality and our ruin, 
when, if we are undone, we undoubtedly 
8 deſtroy ourſelves. | 
Wherefore, as the ſecret purpoſes and 
8 5 decrees 


12 ] 


decrees of heaven, which relate to our 
final election and reprobation, are hid- 


den from us, and ſo muſt be above our 


comprehenſion ; let us, as it becomes the 
profeſſors of chriſtianity, wiſely ponder- 
ing the doctrine which is to be learned 


from this inſtructive parable, Forbear 


. proudly to eſteem ourſelves the peculiar: fa- 


vourites of the Lord Almighty. Oh! let 


us not impiouſly and unwarrantably paſs 
the ſentence of eternal damnation upon 
all beſides. ' Let us, as it is fit ſuch frail 
and ignorant creatures ſhould, leave the 
wheat and the tares to grow together 
until the day of harveſt, when, not we, 
but God his- ſelf, ſhall ſeparate one from 
the other. | ; 
9 8 Let 
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Let us firſt begin to pull out the beam 
which is in our own eye, and then we 
may have a plauſible pretence to pluck 
out the mote, which perhaps we may 
diſcover to be in our brother's eye. 

Let us, by all means, endeavour to 
produce works conſiſtent with our faith, 
imitate the angels above, rejoice, and 
not repine at the call and converſion of 
ſinners. 

In a word: Let us always judge can- 
didly and charitably, earneſtly beſeech- 
ing our heavenly Father, of his infinite 
goodneſs and mercy, to recover thoſe 
who have gone aſtray, like this inconſi- 


derate prodigal, that, by their being re- 


formed and accepted, as he was, we may 
| han 
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have the moſt deſirable occaſion to make 


merry and be glad; obſerving, that theſe 
our brethren, who were dead in treſ- 
paſſes and ſins, are now alive unto holi- 
neſs; that they who were loſt, are now 
found, to the glory of God the Father, 
and his adorable Son our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. 
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